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~ IMPROVEMENT IN sTENCIL-PLATEs._

' f.l'.'he Eolieﬂule -refeﬁed to in _theae Letters Patent and maki::ig part. of the same.

| To all whom it may concern :

Be it knﬁwn that we, JEROME L. TARBOX and H.

L. TARBOX, of New York in the county of New York,

and State of New York, ha,ve invented a new and uqe-
ful Improvement in Stencil-Plates: : and we do hereby

~ declare that the followmg is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription thereof, which will enable others skilled in the

art to make a,nd use the same, reference being had to

the accowpanying dra,wmfrs, formmg part of thls speci--

fication.
This invention relates to improvements in ‘stencil-

- plates, designed to provide a simple and convenient ar-
rangement wheleby the stencil-letters may be readity

connected together, for forming words, and be as read-
ily disconnected, for changing their ﬂombm&tmn ‘with-

out the employlnent of fr.-.mmes for holding t‘,hem when
set up, as'is now commonly praotlsed | |

Figure 1 represents a pla,n view of our improved ar-

o ran gement and

Figure 2 1epresents a perspective view of the same.
Similar letters of referencu indicate correspondmg
pm ts.

- 'We provide each plate, A, wherein a letter is formed,

with the beni{ springs A, hewmg two.or more sets of
notches, B.

The said springs are secured to the top of the'plates,

near the ends; and projecting over one edge thereof. -
-We also provide the said plates with the hoods C,

~ on the opposite edges of the plates A, having open-
‘ings in their outer ends, and catches, D, cap&ble of
- engaging the notches in the springs.

One edge, E, of the plates is elevated, while the

other, If, pr D_]ELtS sufficiently to lap under the edge
..when they are connected together.

- When the plates are a,rmnged together, to form a

~word or combination of letters, they are placed side by
side, and the springs A’ of one plate pr{,ssed into the

hoods O, until the vnotches in the said springs engage
the cmtches D, whereby they are held firmly together,

and the edges lapped so that the ink cannot pass be- '

tween the plates.

—'-m--t

If it be desired to arrange the letters in curves, two
or more sets of notches, B, may be made in the springs,

| and thé innermost set engdgt:d with the catches D at
- one end, and the outermost at the other. - ,

In order to conreet them, so as to form two or more
rows, we provide the loops or eyes G, at each end of
the pldtes and connect the rows t@%ther by a wire
passing through the said eyes. Iustead however, of
the eyes, spring-catches, or other blﬂll]&t‘ devices may
be emplayed.

To dlsengme the plates for changing the eombina-
tions of letters, the springs A’, the ends of which pro-
jeet slightly beyond the hﬂOdS are pressed down suffi-
ciently to disengage the notches therein from the
catches D.

. Other armngements of the springs A’, and their
c&tches, may be employed with good 1esults, but we
prefer the plan which we have described.

We claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— - |

i. Stencﬂ-letters, arranged to be IB&dﬂ‘P’ connected

or disconnected, by sprmgs on one section taking into

notches, or behind projections on the other sections,
substantially as specified.

2. The arrangement of the sprmgs A, hoads C,and
ﬁa,tehes D, substantially as specified.

. 3. The pl&tb&, A, arranged. for lapping the edges
thereof, subsmutla,lly as specified. :
4, &tenml—pl.-.mtes arranged to be united to form rows,
by means of the loops G, and rods or eqmmlen"t de—-
vices, substantially ‘as speclhed

The above specification of our invention sw‘ued by
us, this day of | , 1869. |

J DROME L. TARBOX
H. L. TARBOX,
| Wltnesses to the signature of J EROME L. TARBOK
| J. J. STADIGER, -
JOHN WOODSIDE.
Witnesses for H. L. TARBOX:
- FRANK BLOCKLEY.
- WM. A. MORGAN.
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