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o afull, clear, and exact description thereof, ref-
. erence being had to the accompanying drew

. ings, and to the ]etters of reierenee marked
-+ ¢ . thereon.

- construnction and general arranﬂement of a

~ horse hay-fork, Whleh will be herema{ter fully
S -_'setforth o

. I ~forms or is p10v1ded with a ring, in which the

SRR ~and holds the fork up. A Sprm
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;-'To all whom it may J concern: |
~ Be it known that I, JEPTHA CUMMINS, of

Perry,in the county of Shiawassee,and in the
.State of Michigan, haveinvented certain new
- and useful Improvements in Horse Hay- Forks,
~and I do hereby declare that the following is

-~ The nature of my mventlen cenelsts in the*

~In order to enable othels skllled in the art
- towhich myinvention eppertems to make and
- use the same, I will now proceed to describe
its construction and operation, referring to
- the annexed drawings, which form a part of’
-thlS speelﬁcmtlon and in which—

I‘lgnre lisa perspectne view; and Ifig. 2 is
', a- side view, in seetlon, showmg the lockmcr
‘apparatus.
A represents the handle whleh is carv ed as
shown in Fig.1. The upper end of the handle

- bhoisting-rope is secured, and. the lower end 18
~ slotted or forked, as shown In this slot the
- fork B 1is pwoted the upper end of the fork
- having a noteh, «, as shown in Fig. 2. In the
~same slot on thehandle and asultable distance
above the upper end of the fork B a trigger,
U, 18 also pivoted. The lower end of the trig

ger has a catch, b, which fits into the neteh a
D, issecured |

to the backof the bandle A, and extende down
so as to hold tbe catch b eteedym the noteh a.
At the lower end of the handle A in front of
the point where the fork B is pivoted isplaced
a loop, E, which protects the joint from the

hay,and a]so serves as a guide for the trigger-
rope ¢, which 1s fastened in the upper end of

the trigger ¢, passes under the loop E end
down between the tines of the fork B.

When the fork B is inserted into the hay it

is only necessary to bend the handle A for-

ward, when the catch b will slip into thenotch
a, and the spring D pressing it firmly, the

.ferk will be held outward in position to hoist
the fork. By pulling the trigger-rope ¢ the

catch b is released from the notch a, and the
fork drops down from the Welght of the hay
on the same. |

This hay-fork is very elmple and eheap and
can be made by any blacksmith,

"Having thus fu]ly described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— -~ -

The combmatlou of the slotted or forked -
handle A, fork B, trigger C, spring D, loop E,
notch a, and catch b, all constructed and ar-
ranged mbstantmlly as and for the purposes
herein set forth. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 26th dmy of
Deeember, 1868. .

JEPTHA CUMMINS.

Wltnesses |
DANIEL VIRGIL
WM, A, SIMONS
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