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LEWIS C TOWER OF ROCHESTER NEVV YORK
Lettﬁfrs 1— Sient o, 87, .510 dated Fefn'W Y 23 1869

o 'MR@@'ED WATER'-—PRQOE BOOT AND STOE.

pary

i The Bchaﬂﬂle refmed to in these Latters E’atant and. m]ﬂng p&z‘k of thﬁ BEINO.

1‘9 a&t wham it mary amw&m

‘Be it known that I LEWIS 0 TOWER, of Reches-
ter, in the county of Monme and State of New York,

have invented a certain new and ‘useful Improvement |

‘in Water-Proof Shoes and Boots; and I dohereby de-
clare that the following is a full a,nd exact desecription
| ﬁhereuf, reference being had to the accompanymg dra,w-
ings, wiaking part of this specification. :

Flgure T'representsa per spective view of 2 slme with
the foot in section, showing my impr ovement,

Figure 2 is a front view of the toe-part of the shoe.

M} invention consists in combining, with the shoe,
& water-prootf shield, resting between the soles, and
coming up between the upper leather and hnmg, and
also a layer interposed between the thickness of leather
which constitutes the sole, two shields, layers, or ]111-
ings, overlapping at the- edges or seam, wherebv 6}
foot is protected from water, but still ..ot so iar as to
prevent free passage of per spn ation, as hereinafter
set forth. | - |
- In the dmmn%, the shoe is rupresented as made in
the usunal way, 'with upper leather a, cloth lining &, and
outer and inner %eles ¢ d, connected in the mdmary
manner,. -

Between the mles in the process. oi' making, is in-
serfed a shield or Immg, f, of India~-rubber cloth, or
other water-proof material, extending up, between the
upper leather and. lining, to about the hetght shown,
and passing from the heel, around the toe :;md sole of
the foot, to the heel E’bﬂa.lll The lower edge of this

strip or slneld 1y mtenenes between the Soles ¢ d, a8
shownatg. =~ -
If desired, hi}Wﬁ‘&EI the water-proof material may
be made to enclase the entire upper part of the shoe.
1’ represents a water-proof layer interposed between
Eh& thicknesses of leather which constitute the sole.
It wﬂl ‘be seen tha,t tLe two shlelds, layers, or lin-

Ht@ﬂ

ings f f’, overlap at the edges Or SEaINs, and ferm an

- impermeable joint.

:
]

1 obtain two lmportemt advantages:

Prst, by the shield passing b{,tween the SOIE}S no.
water ean enter, unless it comes above the top of 'the
shield, which'is not the case. under ordinary circum-

‘ ._t:.t..mces but the feet’ gro ow web from water entering at
the soles,

Sccond, at the same time, the ghield extendmfr only

| part way up; the top of the bllOeS is left free, and 1 there
is no impediment to-the passage of perspiration..

No dampness or moisture can reach the sole of the
foot from below, owing to the layer f’, which is inter-
posed befween the inner and outer soles of leather.

The great superiority of this arrangement, over a
water—pmof lining not fitting between the’ snle&., but

- covering the Whole upper, is apparent.

In the latter case, no protection would be tuade

- against water entering at the soleg, winle the perspi-

ration would be Ieta,med thereby producing dmea,se
What I claim as my mvantmn, i S |
The employment of an elastic strip or shield, f, ex-
tending from the heel, around the foe and sole "of the
foot, to the heel again, its edge intervening between
the solcs in combination with a wa,i:el-pwot layer f7,
111terpﬂsed between the thicknesses of leather which
constitute the sole, the two shields overlapping af the
edges or seam, and forming an impermeable joint, for
the exclusion of moistur e, when constructed and ar-

ranged as set forth.

" In witness wher eof, 1 have'hereunto signed my name,
in the presence of two subscribing witnesses.

| | - LEWIS C. TOWER.

Witnesses: = |

'. 'J-. J.&.L. DJ?L?'IS,
W. J. CEERLMAN,
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