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'BEAUMAN BUTLER, OF ST. JOHNSBURY CENTRE, VERMONT.
Letters Patent No. 87,141, dated February 23, 1869. . .
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IMPROVEMENT IN WEDGE FOR AXE-BELVES.

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

To all whom 4% may concern :

Be it known that I, BEAUMAN BUTLER, of St. Johns-
bury Centre, in the county of Caledonia, ‘and State of
Vermont hgwe invented a new and useful Im provement
in Axe-Helve Wedges ; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a sufficiently full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion thereof to'enable those skilled in the art to which
my said invention appertains, to manufacture and use

‘the same, reference being had to the accompanying

drawing, v which is made a part of this specification.
My iuvention cousists in a novel construction of me-

tallic wedge, for securing axes on their helves, its object

being to produce & stmng aud secure wedge, adapted

to be 1eadﬂy withdrawn from the helve, when desired,

without injury to itself or the eye of the axe.
The drawing represents a perspective view of my

improved wedge in its preferred form.
The wedge, A, may be made of any suitable metal,

preferably wmuftrht—n on, by any suitable process, and

of any desired size and degree of taper.
The edges @ « are curved or rounded toward its

entenufr-pmnt as represented, to allow it to be turned

out of the helve without coming in contact with the

sides or euds of the eye of the axe, and are.notched,
as represented at ¢, near the top or but of the wedge,
preferably continuing the curve.q, and forming taper-
ing lugs or prongs b, for the appltcd,tlon of a suitable
instr ament Dy W hich to withdraw the wedge, their ta-
pering form securing great strength, and aiso, 1o con-
nection with the curved sides, facilitating withdrawal,

At D

and their number providing a double resource, in case

either should fail.

It will be seen that by this construcmon the intro-
duetion of the wedge is also f.«.m111t&ted by the contrac-
tion of the enter mﬂ'—pmnt its efficacy for spreading the
end of the helve is increased by the wedging action of
its edges, and its security is also increased, as the wood
will natumllv fill into the recesses ¢ when the wedge
is in place. |
It will be noticed that my improvements, although
adapted and intended to be used together, do not ne-
cessarily depend on each other, and that, therefore,
either of them may be omitted without ma,termlly af.
fecting the operation of the other. For instance, 1
propose.in some cases dispensing with the lugs b, a,nd
substituting therefor one or more holes near the upper
edge of the wedge. | |

Having thus deseribed my invention, -

I claim as new, and desire o secure by Letters

Patent-—
The wedge A, constructed as deseribed, for the pur-

poses set forth.
To the above specification of my improvement in

wedges for securing axes on their helves, I have signed
my hand, this Tth day of January, 1869.

BEAUMAN BUTLER.

Witnesses:
JAMES R. STEVENS,

LOROW AYER,
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