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BARTHEL ERBE, OF EAST BIRMINGHAM, PENNSYLVANIA

Letters Patent No. 87,096, dated Febmwy 23, 1869
- il M- O
IMPROVEMENT IN REVERSIBLE KNOB-LATCHES.
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The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

of East Birmingham, Allegheny county, State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented certain new and wuseful Iwm-
provements in the Manner of Constructing Reversible
Door-Latches ; and 1 hereby declare th.—:ot the follow-
ing is a full zmd exact de::criptlou thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, whlch form
part of this specification.

My invention relates to that class of door-latches
called “reversible,” but is only applicable to what are
techuically calIed ‘“yim”-latches, but not to mortise-
latehes.

It consists in so constructing the external case, that

a section of the “rim?” may bu removed, so as to per-
Imt a vertical movement of the latch, sufticient to bring
thie head of the lateh outside the case, so as to allow
its being “reversed” without being dtsconnwted fromn
its internal attachments, and in arranging and con-
structing the latch so as to secure or per ll"llt such lat-
eral movement and reversion. |

o enable others to apply my improvement toall such |

locks orlatchesas it is adapted to, 1 will more tully de-

scribeitin view of the drawings, in all of which the same

letters refer to the same parts.

. Figure 1 is a perspective view of a cased um-lmk
or Lx,truh embodying my improvement, as it appears

when 1eady fo be .:1pp116d to a door.

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the same lateh, w1t11
the parts in position to permit the reversion of the lateh-
head.

¢ & @ isthe removable pfmrt of the rim. Itis hinged
or pivoted between the two plates or faces of the case,

as indicated by the dotted lines, at ¢, (fig. 2,) and fits |

snugly between when in position for use, as in fig. 1.
It (a « a"’) is enlarged at the front end, $0 as to allow
the hole o thmugh it. When in posu:mn for use, this
hole coincides with the screw-holes 0 0 in the case, and
when in u.se, a wood-screw inserted therem holdsa ¢’ @

securely in place as a part of the case.
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' Be it known that I, BARTHEL ERBE, of the borough

The latch-head b is connected with the front end of
an ordinary “yoke,” at d, by a swivel-joint, so that 1t
(the latch-head) may be Tevolved on'its longitudinal
axis, for the purpose of plesentmg the bevel side elther
to the right or lett.

The entire body of the lateh, including the yoke,
moves vertically, (on the hub or follower z, for a centre,)
so as to bring the head of the lateh outmde of the case
when it is du:ued to reverse it. (See fig. 2

In what is commonly called & ““lever”-latch, the latch
can be readily connected to the “lever,” so 28 10 per-
mit both' the lateral and axial motions.

My 1mp1oved latch being constructed as above de-
scribed, and in position shown in hig. 1, 1s reversed from
a right to a left-hand latch, or wvice w?sc& by simply .
taking hold of the pr OJectmﬂ' end of the lateh, and
hﬁmg 1t into the position shown in fig. 2, when it may
be reversed on its axis, as before deser ibed.

Tlhe removable section of the casea &’ «”, as willbe

seen, is displaced by the lifting of the latch.

These three things, the removable section of the
case, the vertical movement of the latch, and the axial
mov ement of the latch-head, are the only conditions
involved in my invention, all other parts of the lock,
or latch being of ordinary construction.

The axial Inovement of the latch-head I do not claim
as new ; nor do I claim broadly removing a portion of
the Cclﬁ:(_, of a lock, to per mit the rev ersal of the lateh-
head ; but

I do claim, in combination Wlth the removable sec-
tion of the Hm of the case, the reversible lateh, so
arranged as to be moved Vertlea,lly, substa,ntmlly as
showu and described, for the purpose specified. -

| | BARTHEL ERBE.
Witnesses:

A. PATTERSON,

E. G. KREHNN.
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