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CHARLES ROWLAND, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Letters Patent No. 87,072, dated Febﬁary 16,1889.
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IMPROVEMENT IN CLASPS FOR THE HAIR

et S

. '.[‘hﬁ Schedule referred to ia thaae Lettors Patent and making part of the same,

" To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES ROWLAND, of Wa,sh-
ington, in the District of Columbia, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvemf,nts in Clasps for the

-~ Hair; and 1 do hereby declare that the following is a |’

full, clear, and exact description thereof, referénce being
had to the accompanying drawings, making part of this
specification, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, like letters indicating like pa,rtf-: wherever
they oceur.

T'o enable others skilled in the alt to construct and
use ty invention, I will proceed to deseribe it.

My invention consists in a spring-clasp for securing
and retaining ladies’ bair in position, as helemafter
explained.

Figure 11is aside view of the device locked togebher,
as in use, with ornaments attached.

Figure 2 is a side view of the clasp opened, with a

portion shown in section.

In arranging and dressing the hair of the head, it is.

necessary to secure it in strands, or twists, more or
less, and for this purpose, it is customary to use strings,
hair-pins, and similar devices.

These are inconvenient and objectionable, for a va-
riety of reasons, and hence, it is desirable to provide
some other means, which shall be durable, ethicient,
easily applied, and, at the same time, ornamental.

This I accomplish by making a clasp, as follows:

- First, 1 provide two small semicircular bars, A, and
unite them by a hinge-joint, e, as replesented in ﬁgs
1 and 2.
" To one of these bars A, 1 secure a small flat spring,
f, which extends some distance beyond the end of the
bar A, and is curved, as represented in fig. 2, so that,
when "the bats A are- brought together, or nea,rb 80,
the spring f shall press ag'mnst the outside of the
other bar, A, and hold it in position.

This sprmg f has a small knob, », secured to its
Ol.lfblde, near the free end, and has a pemt 0, project-
ing from its inner side, fitted to engage in Tecesses u
of which there is a series, in fhe outer face of the bar
A, as shown in fig. 2.

By this arrangement, a grea,ter or less quantlty of
bair can- be secured within the ring or clasp.
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- From the inner face of the bars A; one or more pins,
¢, project, so that, when the clasp is closed around a
strand, or twist ot the hair, these ping will penetrata
the m&bs and thus keep the clasp from shppmg _

The bms A have a hole made through them, in which
a separate pin may be inserted, as represented in fig. 1;
this pin B serving the double purpose of securing the
clasp more firmly in place, and also as a means of at-
taching pendent ornaments of any suitable kind, as

represented by O, of fig. 1

The clasp may be made 01 metal, ivory, hard mbber,
or of any combination of these matermls, or any suit-
able material, and may be formed in any ornamental
style that fancy may dictate. -

- When the bows are made of met&l or other hard
substance, I propose, if deemed desir &ble to put rub-
ber, or other yielding material, on their inner side, and
so as to project beyond their rim, in order to prevent
any possible slipping of the clasp, a‘md chafing or cut-
ting of the hair. | |

In applying it, the claspis opened, and placed around
fhe strand, or twist of hair, and then closed and locked

by means of the spring f, the series of recesses 1 per-

mitting it to be adjusted to fit the quantity of hair, as
desired.
By this means I produce a-clasp which is admirably

| fitted for the purpose intended, that is efficient and or-

namental, and does away with the use of unsightly and
mconvement strmgs and cor ds, heretotore used for this
purpose. |

Having thus deseribed my invention,

What I claim, is—

1. A clasp for the hair, consisting of the hinged bars

A, with the retaining-pins ¢ and loeking-device f, the

whole constructed and arranged to operate substan-
tla,lly as herein described.

2. The hinged bars A, having holes for the mser—,
tion of a pin, B, with or ' without pendent ornaments,
substantially as "herein descrlbed and for the purpose

set forth.
OHS ROWIAND

Witnesses:
SEYMOUR (. WILcox,
GEro. H. DI1CKSON,
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