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ISAAC G. HOTCHKISS, OF NAUGATUCK, CONNECTICUT.

Letters Patent No.-86,983, dated Eeb?‘umy 16, 1869.

IMPROVEMENT IN BLANKS FOR CUTLERY-HANDLES.
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The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

To ali whom it-may concern :

Be it kuown that I, IsaAc G. HOTGHEISS, of Nau-
gatuck, in the wunty of New Haven, and State of
Connecticut; have invented a new Improvmnent in
Cutting Cutle;*y-Haudle Coverings; and I do hereby
declare the following, when taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings, and the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, to be a full, clear, and exact de-
sceription of the same, apd which Scl;ld (11 awings consti-
tute part of this specification, and represent, in—

Figure 1, a perspective view of one of the scales com-

pletely covemd

Figure 2, a pEI speﬂtwe view of the scale w1thout the
covering;

Higure 3, the covering as prepa,led by mv lmprove-

nment; ~

Flgul ¢ 4, the covering, as heretofore prepared, to be
placed upon the scale; and in

Higures 5 and 6, pel_SpBGtIVt‘ views of the two parts
of the die for c,uttmg my improvement.

This invention relates more particularly to covering
handles of pocket-cutlery.

Heretofore the blank has been cut into the form

seen in fig. 4, for a scale of the form seen in fig. 2, The

blank thus cut is secured to the scale, then trimmed
‘by hand. This, it will be observed, involves no small
degree of labor.

My improverment, whereby ‘the oreater portion {Jf
this labor is obviated, consists in cutting the blank, by
dies or other process, into the proper fmm before pla-
cing upon the handle.

To enable others to fully understand my invention,
I will proceed to describe the same as illustrated in the
accompanying drawings.

I first form a die, A, seen in ﬁg 5, of the form re-
quired for the hcmdle ‘that is, the form of the scale
upon which the handle is to be pla,eed and provide this
with a follower, B, seén in fig. 6; then place the ma-
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terial from which the coverings are o be formed, be-
tween the dies, and cut therefrom, as seen in fig. 3,

The eovering thus cut is placed upon the handle, and
the labor heretofore required in shaping the covering,
after it is placed upon the scale, is entirely obviated,
the cutting of the blanks being compamtwely no cost |
and the work thus produced 1s ﬂu superior to the 01d
and the blanks thus cut become an article of manuf&c—
ture. and may be distinet and separate from that of
the manufacture of the metal portion, it being only
necessary for the manufacturers of the coverings to
know the shape of the scale upon whlch the covering
is to be placed.

It is not to be understood that the covering is en-
tirely finished by the process claimed, but only shaped
so far as it can be as an article of ma,nuﬂwtm e; thatisto
say, the covering is made of the exact form 1equ1red by

| the m&nuﬁwturer so that after the covering is fixed to

the scale, the manufacturer has only to finish the sur-
face; whereas, when as heretofore manufactured, that is
to say, with the ends square, it is necessary, a,fter such
a covering has been fixed to the scale, to shave or cut
off the extra material, in order to bring the covering
to the shape of the sca,le This last labor, which is no
inconsiderable portion of the labor upon the bandle, is,
by my improved coverings, entirely avoided, and 11: is
to this improved article of manufacture that 1 make
my clalm. -

Having thus fully described my mventmn,

What I claim as new and useful, and desm& to Se-
cure by Letters Patent, is—

The blank for cutler y-ha,ndles cut and formed in the
manner descl ibed, as an article of manufacture.

ISAAG . HOTGHKISS

" Witnesses: -
Al d. TIBBITS, -
JOHN H, SHUMWAY,
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