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UNITED STATES

PATENT

\IFFICE.

"MRS. E. J. HARDING, OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI.

IMPROVED ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER.

Shecification forming part of Letters Patent No. 86,339, dated FﬂL]fﬁﬁT}' 2, 18C9.

To all whonv it may conceri:

Be it known that I, Mrs. E. J. HARDING,
of ©t. Louis, in the county of St. Louis and

State of Mlssoun have made ecertain new and 1

useful Impr ovements in Abdominal Support-

ers; and I do hereby declare that the follow-
mg is a full and clear description ther eof, ref-

erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the lettels of Iefelence marked
thereon .

This invention relates to an improvement
on an apparatus formerly p'ttented by myseltf
for the same purpose.

This invention, like the former one, has for
its object the SLlppOl‘t- of the lower abdomen
of weakly females, or of those approaching
maternity, and 18 designed as well to cure pro-
lapsus difficulties as to prevent puerperal dis-
orders. The apparatus itself consists of an
anterior and a posterior pad, (not altogether
unlike those of my former invention,) eoup-
ling and supporting bands, and shoulder-
straps, and also an elastie front piece, 50 asto
allow the supporter to be worn by ladies of
corpulent or rotund abdomen without seri-
ously incommoding or annoying them.

To enable those skilled in the art to make |

and use my improved abdominal supporter, 1
will proceed to desenbe 1ts construction and
operation.

Higure 1 of the dhmfmgs is a front eleva-
tion of one of the improved supporters as it
would appear when on the person of a wearer.
Fig. 2 18 a rear view 0f the cmpportel taken
separately.

The anterior pad, A, isof such curvature and
tormation as to conform to the shape of the
lower abdomen, which it is designed to en-
velop and support The postenol pad, B, 18
- elongated in a verfical direction more than

- was the similar pad of my former invention,
the object being to allow the upper end of the
said pad B to extend above the top horizon-
tal line of the anterior pad, say, two inches,
more or less, and thereby greatly stiffen and
support the spinal column in the region of the
kidneys. This construction of the posterior
pad 1s best seen in Fig. 2, where the part b

dbove the line x ¥ 18 clemly represented to be
such as to support the spinal column in the
manner above described. The two pads are
held 1n their proper positions on the wearer
by means of the side straps, C, and by thein- |

ferior straps c, 13‘18811]0 below the hips, and the
‘superior straps ¢, passing fuound the outside
of the hips.

In the present supporter 1 also use shoul-
der-straps or suspenders D, attached to the

| top ends of the two pads, and passing thence

over the shoulders of the wearer. Small elas-
tic bands d should be inserted in these sus-

pender-straps, to allow them to yield readily o

with the motions of the wearer.

In the front of the anterior pad I insert an
elastic webbing, E, for the purpose of more
fully and completely fitting the supporter to
the form of the wearer. This feature of the
invention 18 especially beneficial in the case of
ladies having a rotund or full abdomen. The
pad A is V-shaped in form, so as to mnicely fit
the exterior surface of the pelvie viscera, and
it is stiffened by means of two inlaid plates, a,
of copper or zine, so as to exert a gentle but
steady pressure on the os pubis, and this will
readily prevent or cure cases of prolapsus
uteri. The general form of the pad B will be
such as to readily fit 1t to the form at the base
of the spinal column. A similar metallic
plate, &', should also be inserted in the pad B.

The two pads A and B should be made of
some pliant textile fabrie, and the variousloops
and straps attached to the pads by means of
buttons, buckles, or other equivalent devices.

In inserting the elastic webbing in the front
of the pad A, it may extend from the top tothe
bottom of the said pad, or only part way down

to the bottom, as may be best smted to the

| fmm of the wearer.

Having described my invention, what I ¢lain

18—

- 1. The anterior pad, A, when constructed

in the V-shaped form herein desecribed, and
provided with the stiffening-plates a and.the

elastic center webbing, E, substantially in the
manner herein described and set forth. -

2. Theposterior pad, B, when provided with
a spinal support, 0, as fmd for the purpose
herein shown and descllbed

3. The combination and arrangement Uf the
pads A B, the side straps, C, bt‘acmn straps ¢
¢, and Suspender straps D. -

Mrs. E. J. HARDING.

- VWitnesses: |
GEo. P. HERTHEL, Jr.,
M. RANDOLPH.
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