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IMPROVEMENT IN SHEEP-RACKS,

~x S— il

The E&ha&ﬁlé' referred to in these Letters Patent and malking part of the same. -

To all whom, it may concern : -

Be itiknown that I, MARK 8. WoODBURY, of Bethel..

- In the county of Windsor, and State of Vermont, have
Invented certain Improvements in Sheep - Racks, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompanving draw-
ings, making part of this specification, in which—
| E];igure 118 a perspective view of my improved sheep-

Figure 2 is a longitudinal vertical section through
the same., | o

- Figure 3 is a transverse vertical section on the line
zz of fig.2. | o

- Figures 4, 5, and 6, details.

L R

- The ordinary racks for feeding sheep are. ei)je&ﬁon--

able, for the reason that they admit of the sheep crowd-

ing each other away from the trough or receptacle con-

talning the hay or grain, and when separate stalls are pro-
vided, the sheep which is at the rear ifrequently strikes

the one in the stall with his fore feet, in order to dis- |

lodge him, and occupy his place;, some of the .sheep
being thereby deprived ‘
part of my invention, which consists in a pair of slid-
Ing doors applied to a stall, and operated by a tilting
platform; so arranged that as the animal steps upon it,
“the doors will approach each other, and close or nearly
cluse the rear end of the stall, thereby preventing the
entrance of another sheep, the one already in the stall
being thus left undisturbed while eating.

My invention also consists in a series of sliding feed-

“hoxes, for receiving the grain, in combination with a

- series of conductors and measures, or receptacles, for
holding the grain, which is

boxes, which are-then drawn out sim ultaneously from
beneath the conductors into a position accessible to the
sheep, by whieh construction I am enabled to feed a

definite quantity to each animal in an expeditious. man-

ner;, and without waste. | | |

My invention also consists in a sliding hopper, which
18 moved on suitable ways over the several measures,
for the purpose of filling them expeditiously, and with-
out waste of grain; and =~ |

My invention furthermore consists in a device for

- varying the capacity of the measures, when it is de-

sired to change the quantity of grain to be fed to each
Lo enable others skilled in the art t6 understand and
use my invention, I will proceed to describe the man
ner in-‘which I have earried it out. | |
- In the said drawings— .
A A represent a series of stalls, which are sepa-
rated from each other by means of slatted partitions,
and are arranged, side by side, in double rows within a
‘suifable shed or building, =~ = N
Beneath the floor B of each stall is hung, at b, a

- tilting plitf'qrm, O, the front end of which inclines up-

of their just proportion of food.
- To overcome this difficulty is the object of the first.

~t—ll—e—

_ liberated by means of a.
slide, and passes through the conductors.to the feed-

‘and having formed

H, being guided by the strips ¢

to a long slide, I, which. fits into

ward, and projects beyond the floor B, to a point near
the trough D. = D
- Tothe rear end of the platform C (which is weighted,
ag seen in fig. 2,) is hinged, or otherwise gecured, a
door, E, which slides in suitable grooves or ways, ¢, at
the rear end of the stall, and has secured to it cords,
d, which pass up over pulleys e, and are attached to
another door, G, which also slides in the grooves ¢,
and by means of these connéctions, when the front end
of the platform O is depressed by the fore feet of the
sheep, as he stands in the stall, the doors ‘B G will ap-
proach_each other, 8o as to. close the entrance to the

Stall, and prevent its occupant from being crowded out,

or otherwise disturbed, while feeding. As soon, how-
ever, as the-animal steps backward, and removes his
feet from the platform C, its rear end will drop, carry-
ing with it the door B, the descent of which gerves to
raise the door G, when the animal is at liberty to leave
the stall. S I :
I will now describe the manner in which a predeter-
mined quantity of grain is fed to each animal. - R
H iga transverse piece extending over the stalls,
_ in it cavities or measures, f, ar-
ranged in pairs, (one for each stall,) and of such di-
mensions as te contain the quantity of grain required
for each animal. S .
These measures are filled by means of a removable
hopper or box, I, which slides on the transverse piece
_ | on each gide. =
- The bottom of the hopper I is closed by a glide, .k,
80 that it may be removed and filled with grain, and
afterward replaced, when the slide % is withdrawn and

‘the hopper pushed by hand over the several measures

Jy which are thus filled in an expeditious manner, and

‘without any waste, |

% 11g. 4, is a long slide, which extends under the sev-
eral measures f, and forms the bottoms thereof, this
slide being provided with openings, 8, corresponding to
the size of the measures £, so that when it is moved
into a position to bring the openings 8 directly beneath
them, (which is regulated by a stop,) their contents will
pass down into coniductors K, which serve to carry the
grain to a series of feed-boxes k, figs. 2, 3, and 5, all
of which are simultaneously filled, by the movement
of the slide ¢, in an expeditious manner, and without
any waste of grain. S |

The feed-boxes % of each row of stalls are attached
_ | the trough D, and-
forms the bottom thereof, and thus, by moving this
slide 7 in the direction of the arrow, fig. 1, the boxes k
of one row of stalls may be simultaneously drawn out
from beneath the lower ends of the conductors K, into

‘Positiobs accessible to the sheep within the stalls, and

each animal is thus provided with an equal quantity ..
of grain, as required. =~ = |

~ After the sheep have been fed, the slides 7 are pushed
back so as to bring the boxes % beneath the conduct-

o183 K, and the measures f are then covered over by
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o fallmg into the mough D, ﬁ om which it is eaten bythe%
o sheep

~one or more slides; m, fig. 6, which fit. between the
B gmdes g, and effectually prevent any dirt or dust from |

~ passing down the conductors into the feed-boxes, which-.
- are thus kept elean, and much time, which woild other- | e
wise be oc-cupled in clea,rmcr them eu‘t is therebs econo- -

o n:nzed

~ q, forming one side thereof, and these slides are bifur- |
cated at their outef ends for the reception of long
~.transverse slides, o, (one for each row of stalls,) mclmpd
~ slots, P, being formed in these slides o, opposite. to the |
~ glides n, for the reception of pins, g, which pass through

-~ the shdes o0, and thus, ds the slides o are moved; the |

- short slides n are admnced or withdrawn, aud the swe |
o -.of the measures is thus varied, as qumred |
~  Between the rows of stalls A A, is-a space, L, forz :
o the reeeptlou of hay, which is drawn out between the |
~‘bars 7, in the ordinary manner, by the sheep in the
- stalls, the hay-seed, which it is desirable not to waste, |

By the employment of & sheep—ra,ck pI'{.Wlded wﬂ;h

“aseriesof measures, slides, and feed-boxes, all arranged |
'so that a definite quantity of grain can be simultane- |
- ously: placed before each animal along the entire row

56;485

‘of stalls, a vast amount of time and l&bor is saved, = -
| while the waste of grain which has heretofore occurred.
in feeding large flocks of sheep, is entirely avoided,
ach animal receiving his proper proportion of food

whlch he is allowed to consume, without being cmwdedf .

“or otherwise disturbed.

0 Dwillnow descrlbe the manner in which the capcwlty 1
o of the measures fis varied, and, cansequentlv, the qua,n- -
151135?’ of rrain-fed-to-each &mmal S iy
"+ " Hach of the measures 18 prowded with a short sshde, |

Claims.

bv Letters Patent, is—

Wh&t I @1&1411 as m y mveui;mn, :a,mi desire to. securea..:."__

The doors B G, &pphed to a stall A In wmbma,tlonﬁ.q o

| Wlth the tilting platform C, by WhlGh they are oper- '
| ated substan tmlly as and for the purpose deseribed.
Also a series of sliding teed-boxes, k, in combina-

twn with the- conductors K, measures f, and slide ¢, ~ .

‘operating substantially as descrtbed for the purpose

:Set forth. -

Also, the slidmg hoppel I in combination mth the SIS
_memsures or cavities j; opera,tm g substantially as de—_ o
scribed. |

Also, the SI1dea n, in’ comblnamon with the slide o, -

MA_RK .- WOODBURY
Wlmesaes . o |
JOHNW HIBBARD,-...-._ o
JOoEN E. AsBOTT.

by which they are oper&ted for the purpose of regu— '_ - |
lating the size (}f the measures f; as set forth.
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