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JOSEPH L. TRUE,

OF BENTON, MAINE.

IMPROVEMENT IN POTATO-PLANTERS,

o 'Spec@ﬂmtion Jorming part of Letters Patent No. 35,641, dated January 5, 1869. |

To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, JosEPH L. TRUE, of

Benton, of the county of Kennebec and State
- of Mame have invented a new and aseful Tm-

provement in Potato-Planters; and do hereby

- declare the same to be fully deseribed in the

following specification and represented in the

 accompanying drawings, of which—

Figuore 1 1s a top view, Fig. 2 a longitudinal

~ gection, and Fig. 3 a transverse section, of a

p]anter frame with my invention apphed to 1t.
‘Such other figures as may be necessary to

- a complete representation of my invention will
- Dbe hereinafter referred to and described.

My sald invention has reference to that for

. which Letters Patent No. 46,281 were granted

to me on the 7th day of February, A. D. 1865.
Like the machine described in such patent,

1 have in my present machine a reciprocating
- slhide, A, formed with compartments a a, to
~operate with a stationary knife, B, extending

throngh a slot, b, made in such slide and fast-

“ened to standards ¢ ¢, erected on the frame C

Under the said slide 1s a con-
veyer, 1), in the rear of which are two coverers,

of the machine.

o BORE, ‘which are united by an adjustable in-
S _clmed coverer and gage, I, which, at each
' end, is so applied to each coverer as to be capa-
ble of being adjusted to such level with respect
- to it as oceasion may require. |
. . posethegage I has an ear, d, extending up from
- . each end of it, the said ear being provided
with a slot, ¢, to receive a clamp-screw, f, |
‘screwed 1nto the next adjacent coverer and the
‘bar g, by which it is supported.
A hopper B/, to hold the potatoes and dzrect_
- ‘them 1into the cha,mbers @ a of the slider A, 1s

For this pur-

arranged over the latter. Such slide is pro-

~ vided with adjustable slides % &, arranged on

_ its top, and applied to it so as to render each

-capable of being moved etther toward or away

- trom a gunide or projection, 7, arranged between

" the two compartments a « and extended above

the slider, in manner as represented.

Wlthm the slider A there are also two side

- gages, k k, they being formed of thin strips

of metal beut in the shapes as shown in Iig.
4, which 1s a top view of them. They are also
arranged in auxiliary slides ! I, which are fixed

to the main slides % h, and formed as shown
~ 1n top view In Kig. 5, in side view in Fig. 6, |

I
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and in end views in Figs. 7 and 8, each of such
gages being curved at its ends, as shown at
w w. 'The side gages are placed within the
spaces m m of each slide [, the whole beihg so
that, when the slides or end gages h 2 are
moved toward the projection ¢ to diminish the
widths of the compartments a @, the side gages
will be moved toward each other, so as to far-
ther diminish the passages through which the
potatoes are to descend in the slider A. So,
when the end gages are moved apart, the side
gages will also be moved apart tfrom each other. -

From the above it wiil be seen that the size of

the potato-ducts leading out of the hopper may
be varied as circumbtmces may requlre to ac-
commodate the machine to potatoes of differ-
ent sizes.

The slider A 18 arranged dlrectly over a

ribbed platform, G, formed as shown in top

view in Ifig. 9, 1n sule elevation in Fig. 10, and
in under-side view in Fig. 11. This platform
has an opening, n, through its middle. It also

has two series of transverse grooves made in

its lower side, as shown at 0 0. Furthermore,
it has side lips p p, arranged on it In manner
as shown in Figs. 9 and 10.

When the platform G is in place it rests
on two bell-ecranks, ¢ ¢, each of which enters
one of the grooves of the series o o, such eranks
being arranged in the frame C in manner as
represented in Fig. 2, and also in Fig. 12,
which is a top view of the frame C, such frame
being provided with shoulders » 7 r r, between
which the side lips p p are arranged, and
against which they bear. These cranks and
series of grooves, the side lips, and shoulders
serve to support the platform in position, and

enable it to be adjusted to different altltudes

or distaunces from the bottom of the slider A.
The auxiliary slides 71 of the slider A are

provided with teeth s s s, to enter the spaces

between the parallel ribs ¢ ¢ { of the platform,
the purpose of such teeth and ribs being to
prevent the pieces of potato from getting be
tween the slider and the platform.

This machine operates in most particulars
like my patented machine, but in several re-
spects is an improvement with reference to it.

I elaim—

1. The arrangement and combination of the
side gages k. k, and mechanism for adjusting
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them to different. distances apart, with the
glider A, provided with one or more compart-
ments, and an adjustable slide or end gage, k,
to each, as explained. “

2. Bach of the side gages as made curved
at its ends, as represented, and each of the end
slides or gages, provided with recesses to re-
ceive such curved parts, as set forth.

3. The combination and arrangement of the
bell-cranks ¢g g, the two series o o of grooves,

the lips p p, and the shouldersr » r 7, as ap- |

g

'pli'ed to the platform G and the frame O, they

being as and for the purpose described.

4. The arrangement and combination of the
adjustable gage F with the two coverers E B/,
applied to the frame C of the planting mech-
anism.

JOSEPH L. TRUE.

Witnesses: |
R. H. EDDY,
F. P. HALE, Jr.
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