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IMPROVED TRUSS,

- The

T'o all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, B. B. HARDING, of Northamp-

- ton, Hampshire county, Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, have invented certain new and wuseful Improve-
ments in Trosses; and I do hereby declare that the

following is a full and exact description thereof, refer-.

ence being had to the accompanying drawings, and to
- the letters of reference marked thereon.

1n the drawings—

Figure I is a plan view.

Figure 11 is a similar view, with a part in another

position. |
L'his invention consists of certain nprovements in

trusses, which enable them to'be adapted to the worst -
cases of hernia with perfect eftect, and to be in all-

cases easy of - wear, and excellent in operation.

These improvements are more particularly intended
to apply to the truss for which application for Letters
Patent was made by me, August 20, 1868, but also
apply equally well to almost any truss in the market,
with slight alterations.

In construction, L form my main pad A with an ex-
ecting from it- upward when the

tension-arm, B, proj
truss is in position. |

Upon the end of this arm Is hinged an auxiliary pad
or rest, (, which steadies the truss when in place, and
prevents the same from being turnied over by any move-
ment of the body of the wearer. 'The peculiar con-
struction
important effects, which I will now set forth.

It is shown in the drawings that the pad O consists
of a curved strip, hinged on its
middle, to the end
.ot this strip is connected with the belt by means. of
auxiliary straps, D and D, proceeding from each end of
- the belt, at its upper corners. -

These straps D and D are not fastened, however, di-
rectly to the ends of the pads, but are hooked together
by means of an adjustable buckle, E, on one of the
straps D, and an eye on the other strap D, into which
the buckle hooks, so that, when the buckle E is set
- properly for the wearer, it does Lot require to be rée-

of this auxiliary pad also accomplishes other

convex side, at the
of the arm B, and that each end .
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Schedula‘ﬁreferred to in fhese. Lietters Patent and makiﬁg part of the same.

moved when the truss is taken off, as the buekle can
be unhooked from the eye on the other strap. |
. This last passes through guides T and F on the back
or convex side of the pad G, thus giving more play to-
the strap, without moving the pad,
The lower corners of the belt are connected to the
end of the spring G on the main pad by means of straps -
H and H', the one H being fastened directly to the end

-of the spring on that side, and the one H’ being con-

nected by a cateh.

Now,.if this truss be put in place upon. the wearer,

the lower pan, otherwise’ constructed to suit the pecus _

liar form of the malady, will rest and press against the -
ruptured part, the pressure being varied by the degree
of tightness of the belt, and the pad C will rest ageainst.
the portion of the body above the hernia, the com-
parative tightness of the straps D and D being adjusted
to suit the wearer, forming a fulerum for the main pad,
and giving it the peculiar pressure inward and upward
required for its perfect success. And should the body
be bent suddenly forward, the main pad would not be-
displaced, as the strain would come on the upper one,
which, being hinged to its rest, ytelds to the new posi-
tion of the body, without slackening the belt, and pre-
vents the main pad from being disturbed..

By this means, I obtain a truss which meets all the
requirements of the most aggravated cases of hernia,
and yet is simple in construction, and comfortable to-

the wearer, having no cumbrous sprin g-belt to chate

the loins, but only a soft belt-strap coming in contact
with those parts of the body. |
And now, having described my invention,
What I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is—

The construction and zﬁfx*angément of the hinged
auxiliary pad C, connected to tlie main pad of truss
by means of the extension-arm B, and to the belt by

means of auxiliary straps D and D, substantially in the

manner and for the purpose described. s
Witnesses: L. B. HARDING.
GEORGE TUCKER, o
N. B. HussEy.
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