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'THOMAS SKELTON, oF ‘RO'C‘K'FORD ILLINOIS

- Letters. Patent No. 85,250 dated December 22, 1868.

m

IMPROVED HAMES—F@.STENER. |

et .

. The Bohedule i_:efqrred to in ‘thess Letter_a Patent and making part of the same.

Toﬁiail whom, it may concern:
Be it known that I, THOMAS SKELTON, of Rockford,
in the county of Wmneba,go in the State of Ilhnms,

have invented & new dnd improved Mode of T Fastening’
Hames; and I do hereby declare that the following is

a full amd exact description thereof, reference being had

to the accompanying drawings, and to the letters of vef:
erence marked thereon.

The object of this mvéntion is to furnish a f&sten—_
mg for hames in horse-harness, that will be easily and
" quickly operated, either to fasten the hames upon the

collars, or to rele&se the hames for removal, and- that
will be effectual, and entirely secure, as a fastenmg,
and from- ha,blllty to accident; and’ -

It consists of a combmatwn of  devices, which, to-

- gether, operate to effect the result, when a,ttached to

the hames in the manner to opera,te as hereinafter

- get forth.

To enable those skilled in the art to make and use
my invention, I will deserlbe its construction artd oper-
ation.

Figure 1 isa snde view of the fasténers;

 Xigure 2 is a plan view of the same; and

- Figure 3 shows a full collar and ha.mes, with my im-

provement attached, and in which—

A represents a common collar of a harness, and B
the hames, all constructed.in the usual manner;. and

to one slde of the hames, is attached the f&stenel by

meaus. of rivets, SCTeWS, or other convenient &nd se-
cure devices.

The fastener consists of a hook—plate, a, which is
ﬂrmly secured to the hames B by any meanss |

- Upon this plate is a stud, ¢, which supports and pre-
vents the spring-catch d fmm advancing too far for-

- ward, and nearthe end of the hook, on plate a, is plvoted

at ¢, a hooked and bent lever, b.

‘Upon this bent lever is'a projecting stud, £, which,
when in position, fits into hole ¢ in plate a. -

¢ 18 the common strap, used in fastening the hames

- upon the collar, having rings at each end, hut, instead

of the rings going into the loops formed at the lower
ends ofthe bames by the metal straps, which strengthen

_the hames, one ring only is so inserted, while the other
18 passed over lever b into the hook—p&rt as seen in

fig. 3 in red lines.

When the lever is raised to the posman ds seen in

',bla;ck lines in fig. 3, the stud f enters hole g In thev
~ plate a, and the end of the hook-lever is caught by the
- spring-catch d, and held securely in posmon, as seen

in figs. 3 and 1.
The stud f, entering hole g, prevents any I&ter&l

| strain from throwing the tastening from posmon, and
~ the spring-catch_holds the lever to its position.

'To release the fastening, it only needs the fore-finger

| to be placed under the upper end of the lever, and
- with the thumb of the same hand pressing against the

spring-catch, at the same time lift the lever with the

fingsr, when the lever will fall down and velease the |-
.s'mp, as 15 Bhown in red-lines in fig, 3, and the oper- -

| ation 1s complete, 011lv lequmng a single hand to re-

lease and fasten the hame:s effectually, -

Various forms of construction may be used i mak-
ing hook-plate & and hook-lever b, without v&rymg the
principle of construction or oper&tlﬂn of my invention.

For instance, plate @ may be-formed with a slot in

the hook-end, and the hook-end of the lever b pivoted

to the hook-end of plate @ in such way that the hook-
end of lever b will work in siich slot, or the lever may
be formed so as to be caught by a sprfng-catch in va-
rious ways, and not depart from my invention. .

I am aware that fastenings for hames have been
used, in' which a hook-lever was- employed for tlght-
enmg and releasing the hames-strap, but such w: < nat
constructed like mine, as the hook-lever alon: hreld
and operated the ll&ﬂlﬁ":}-‘}tl&p, the w hole strain,i:eing
upon fhe said hook-lever. -

Another objection to the use of such as have here-

tofore been mnade is that the arms, to which the hook-
lever is pivoted, project at nearly right angles, and so -

far from the hames as to be always in the way, and
liable to be broken by striking against obstacles, orso
deranged as to be useless and nmper:mxe and, fur-
ther, the spring used in such fastening Ehl’ﬁ AVS oper-
ates against the power applied to twhten or 1319;139
the hames.

Slides have aiso been used for leta,mmn' the hook-
lever, by sliding them upon the hames—plafa and over
the end of the hook-lever, which must, fmm NECES-
sity, be close to the hames-plate, quulrmg both hands
of the operator to remove the slide, and throw open

| the lever, to release the strap, which alone is a great

meonvemence and hindrance.
- While, in my improvement, the fastener is: close in
contact with the hame, the lmok-end of the hames «,

1 when the lever is in posrbwn to hold the hames, ta,kes _

all the strain, and none is on the hook-lever: and to
tighiten or release the hames, ouly one hand of the op-
erator is >quired to effect the release, or to secure the
hames. .

Hook-} vers have also been used in the strap or con-
nection between the hameés, which: serve to tighten or.
release the hames.  Such construction cannot be used
where pole-straps or neck-yoke straps are used, for such
pole-straps or neck-yoke straps would always sun ound
and prevent the operation of such device. _-

-What I claim as my inv (,utmn, a,nd desu'e to seome-
by Letters Patent, is—. |

‘Ina hames—fastener the eombm&twn of hDDk-prt{*
a, bent lever b, h&vmg stud f, and pivoted together as
descrlbed, stud ¢, spring-cateh d, with the rings hand

strap 2, arranged with relation t{} each utlu_,r and to .
| operate ﬁogether, in the manner and for the purpose

descnbed
THOMAS SLELTO\T

- ‘Witnesses:
. Hexry N. MYGATT
NEWTON ORA_WFOBD
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