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J. E. STURDY,,OF AUGUSTA, MAINE
Letters Patent No. 84 7 17, dated December 8, 1868

IMPROVED TACK—EO‘L’DBR AND CARPET-STRETCHER.
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The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

To all whom it mcoy concern :

Be it known ‘that I, J. E. STURDY of Auo-usta in
the county of Kennebec and State of Maine, ha.ve. in-
vented a new and 1mprmred Tack-Holder and Qarpet-
Stretcher; and I do hereby declare that the following
~isa full, clear, and exact description thereof, which will
enable tho:ae skilled in thie art to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming part of this specification.. -

Phis invention relates to a new and useful immplement
to be used in putting down carpets, whereby that labo-
rious and difiicult operation is rendered comparatively
easy ; and

It consists In forming a stretcher (with the ordinary
serrated edge or teeth for taking hold of the carpet) in

two parts, Jomted together, and held in contact by an

elastic spring, by which a tack may be heid for driving;
as 1 will proceed to describe.

The drawing represents a perspecmve View. of the
article. |

A is the handle.

B is the shank, with teeth formed in the bla,de which
blade is made in two parts, C and D, as seen in the
drawing. |

These two parts are jointed t()ﬂ'ethex by a pin-j joint
at e.
~ Fisan elastic spring, which is confined.in recesses

in the two parts of the blade, as seen in the drawing,
by which fhe parts are drawn together.

Near the end or teeth there is a small omhce, as seen
at 4, in which a tack is inserted, as seen.in red.

This tack-oritice is of trlanﬂular form, and so arranged
that when the tack is started through the carpet and
into the ﬂoor, the stretcher can be mthdmwn from it.
~ The spring allows the two parts to open sufficiently
for this purpose.

The tack is stuck into the ori ice before inserting the
teeth in the carpet. Then the teeth are’pushed in and
the carpet stretched, when a rap with the hammer fixes
the tack in the ﬂ001 S0 that the stretcher can be with-
drawn.

By this method the trouble of holding the tack with
‘the fingers, and keeping the carpet stretched at the
same time, as in the ordinary way, is avoided.

The adva,nta,ﬂes of this arrangement must be obvious
to all.

T am awarethat patentshave been heretofbre gmnted
E. Mosman, January 2, 1866, F. Ashley, October 16,
1866, and G. O. Dunla,p, February 12, 1867, for 1mp1e-
ments intended for objectssimilar to those which I have
in view; but the devices themselves are essentially dif-
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ferent from the one which 1 am desuous of secunng by

| Letters Patent.

In all of the cases n&med the tack-holder forms no
part of the earpet—stretcher, the latter being formed in

one solid piece.

In Mosman’s, the tack-holder is composed of a set of
dlmlllary Jjaws combmed with a sprmg, the whole being

an accessory device attached vo-the carpet-stretcher.

The same remark will apply to the tack-holder and
carpet-stretcher ot Ashley, there being, however, but
one auxiliary jaw, combined with a’'spring.

Dunlap’s differs in no essential respect from the lat-
ter, so far as the jaw is concerned save that the jaw
itself is a spring also. :

- In all these cases the tack-holding devme is but an
auxiliary attachment to the carpet-stretcher, and forms
an additional mechanism, which adds to the cost of the

| implement, and renders 1t to a certam extent, compli-

cated and unwieldy.

On the other hand, I reduce the number of parts re-
guired to form the 1n&,trument and, by making the car-
pet-stretcher in two parts, hinged together so as to
move towards or from each other in the same plane, I
am enabled to place the tack-holding notch in either
of the contiguous edges of the jaws, and the implement,
with the addition of the Tubber spring, which enecircles
and holds together, with a yielding pressure, the jaws,
is then complete, and answers perfectly the double pur-

| pose for which it is designed.

Inorderto preventall d&nfrel of the ] jawsbeing forced
apart when used for smetchlng carpets, their teeth arve ; .
turned inwards or towards the centre, so that any press- |
ure will tend only to force the jaws more firmly to-
gether. | | -

Having thus described my invention,

I claim as new,. and desu:e to secure by Letters -
Patent— |

As a new article of manufacture, a combined carpet-

streteherand tack-holder, com pose.d of twohinged jaws,

notched upon either or botL of their contwuous edges,

so as to receive and hold the tack and ha,vnw ﬂ_IEII‘ e&r— o
pet-stretehing teeth turned mwa,rdly or towcu ds the |

centre, as set forth, either without or in combination
with a spring of Vulcamzed rubber; or its equivalent,
for holding said jaws together, snbstantmlly as and for
the purposes described.

‘The above specification of my invention signed bjr
me, this 2d day ot March, 1868,

Wltnesses
"R. M. MANSUR,
A.J. LANE.

J. E. STURDY. -
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