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To all whem it may concern:

e 1t known that I, liruriAmM RUSSELL, of
Waynesburg, in the. county of Chester and
state of Pennsylvania, have invented & new
and useful Coupling for Railroad-Cars; and I
(lo hereby declare that the following is a full,
¢iear, and exact description of the constric.
tion and operation of the same, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying (lr‘mfmﬂs, malk-
1ng g part of this speuﬁumon 11 which—

1* igure 1 1s g side view of the sald coupling
as when applied to connect the usual draw-
heads of two cars; Fig. 2, a sectional plan

view of the samge below the dotted line » w of |

Fig. 1; and Tig. 3, a transverse section of the
| um]ﬂmﬁ det ac,hed cut on the dotted line z v
of Ifig. 1, like Iettem of reference indicating
the same 1};11'ts when 1n the different figures.
The objeet of my invention is to afford a
siinply-constructed portable coupling for rail-
road-cars, whereby the conductor or operator
can elth(,r connect or disconnect the ears with
perfect facility and safety while standing on
the platform of cither car, or remove and carry
away the said coupling Tor saie Leepmg, S
occasion may require. My invention consists,
xllbbthntnll', as hereinafter (lescribed, of fm
opén hink and an attached sliding h'mdle,
whereby, when the deviece is held up by the
sald hm;dk, the ifree ends of the link-bar can

be readily dropped into respectwe receiving- |

slots provided for them in the draw-heads of
any two cars nearly in contact, so as to se-
curely conneet the cars toncther or be sim-
ply litted up out of said slots SO :—.'Lb to discon-
nect the said cars while the operator is stand-
1ng safely on the platform of either car.
Refenmn" to the drawings, A is the open
Iink; 13, the sliding llfmdle and € C/, the
I'e'%pectwe draw-heads of two cars. The link
A 1s intended to be made of wrought-iroe:,
and sufficiently thick and stroug to su&mm
itself during the sudden jerks as well as the
steady Stmms to which car-couplings are sub-
Ject. Through the upper or closed side of the
link A an oblong slot or through-hole, &/, is
made, which is equal to or a little nrmter 11
length and breadth than the width a,nd thick-
ness of the sliding part of the handle I3, which
fits loosely in it. The distance ‘11}‘th of the
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two ends a'’ a’ of the open link A is a little
greater than the width of thoe said shiding
part of the handle B at its lower end, so that
the latter may pass casily or freely between
them. (See Ifig. 1.) The sliding handle b 1s
also made of wrought-iron, ‘111{1 has a hand-
hole, &, through 1t:~_, upper or head end, and
1S 1}I'ovidet1 with projecting shoulders 6/ b7,
by which it rests upon the upper or slotted
side of the link A, while its lower end extends
down between and to the lower sides of the
free ends a” @/ of the said link A, luwmg {11
open space, d, between each inside end of the
link A and the sliding part of the handle B.
(See Figs. 1 and 3.) There is a stud, V¥, on
each side of the lower end of B, which pre-
vents the said slide from being drawn entirely
out of the link A.

The draw-heads may be made in the usual
form; but, instead of the round hole hereto-
fore 10(111110(1 for a bolt, an oblong slot, ¢/, 1
made down throngh cach, and is of Suﬁl(,,lt.,nf
length and width to allow the curved ends ol
the hnk A to drop &,unultaneons]y and frecly
down through them in applying the coupling,
and so that the lower end of the shding 11mt
of the handle B will afterward Le permitted
to drop down between the two draw-he s O
C. (See Iig. 1.)

The application, removal, and mode of op-
eration of this coupling are very simple. The
conductor or operator, standing upon the plat-
form of either car and holdmn the coupling
by its handle B, sumﬂmneously enters both
ends of the Open hnk A into the respective:
slots ¢/ ¢/’ of the draw-heads of the two cars
as the latter come together, and lets them
drop into the said slots ¢’ c” thus coupling
the cars together, and, as tlmy are lmme-
diately drawn a little way apart, the sliding
handle B drops downward between the endls
of the two heads C (/, and thus confines the
Iink properly or 1005@15r n place, as shown in
¥ig. 1. In detaching the cars the operator
raises the sliding handle B, and thereby the
Iink A, and thus removes the coupling. -In
operation the draw-heads C (¢ are held to-
gether loosely by the link A, and at the same
time kkept from abutting tonether with each
other by the sliding luuullc, B which at the



same time allows them sufficient freeness of |
motion for turning curves or irregularities in
the rail-track.

This 1s a very simple and reliable coupling
for cars, can be applied-and detached with fa-
cility and without any risking of the life or
limbs of the conaucior or operator, and, more-
over, can be readily removed and locked up |
n, the standing car-—a very important matter
to railroad men, as the coupling-links and
bolts now in use are often stolen or carried off

by thicves.
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ITaving thus fully described my inve:tion,
what I claim as new, and desire to sceure by
Lietters Patent, is—

The open Iimk A and the sliding handle B,

| I combination with a slotted draw-head, all

constrintad -] operating together substan-
tiaaly as and for the purpose deseribed.
' KPHRIAM RUSSELTL.
Witnesses:
DENJ. MORISON,
Wi, MorTON, .
R. W. Monrron.
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