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WILLIAM POTTS, OF HANDSWORTH, ENGLAND.

Letters Patent No. 84,645, dated December 1, 1868,
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IMPROVEMENT IN HOOK AND CORNICE FOR SUSPENDING PICTURES.

> =y

The Schedule referred to in thego Lietters Patent and making part of the gamé. |

To all to whom it may concern : |

Be it known that I, WirLianm Porrs, of Handsworth,
in the county of Stafford, England, manufacturer,
subject of the Queen of Great Britain, have invented
or discovered new and useful “Improvements in Ap-
paratus for Suspending Pictures, and other articles 3
and 1, the said WILLiAM PoTTS, do hereby declare the
nature of the said invention, and'in what manner the
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The iron foundation is marked «, in tigs. 1 and 2,
and the brass covering or casing. is marked b, in fig, 2.
The rail or apparatus is fixed to the top of the wall
of the room, by means of screws, ¢, passing through

~holes, d, in the rail, the said screws ¢ taking into wooden

same is to be performed, to be particularly described

and ascertained in and by the following statement
thereof; that is fo say— o

My invention consists of the improvements, herein-
after described, in apparatus for suspending pictures
and other articles. |
- The said apparatus, as ordinarily made, consists of

‘an iron rail, affixed to wooden plugs in the walls, the
sald rail being nearly semicircular in cross:-section, the
convex side being turned outwards, and the lower or
inner edge being turned upwards, so as to constitute a
rail on which the hooks for suspending the pictures or
other articles can freely slide. The said iroh railis cov-
ered by an ornamental covering of brass, or other metal,

affixed thereto by small tongues on the said ornamental

covering, being bent over the.top edge of the iron rail,

or by overlapping the upper and lower edges of the iron

by the brass. | | |
My invention consists in making the said iron rail

with a close-fitting, or nearly close-fitting, ornamental

covering, of brass, or other metal or material, which
sald covering, when made of metal, is affixed to the
said rail of iron by bending, or by pressure, or by screw-
Ing the said rail and ornamental covering to the wall
- by serews passing through the said rail and the said
- casing., - o
- When the ornamental casing is made of a non-
metallic substance, such, for example, as papier-machs,
1 attach it by shellac, or other adhesive material, or
by screws. -~ -

By forming the close-fitting ornamental metal cov-

ering (which hasbeen previously stamped) upon the iron

rail, less metal is required in the said coverin
manuiacture of the rail is much facilitated. |
By attaching a nearly close-fitting ornamental cov-
ering by screws, as described, and by making a non-
- Inetallic ornamental covering fit closely upon the rail,
- like economy in material and facility of manufacture
are secured. |

g, and the

Having explained the nature of my invention, I will
proceed: to describe, with reference to the accompany-

ing drawing, the manner in which. the same is to De
performed. S
Figure 1 represents a portion of the foundation of a
rail for supporting pictures, or other articles, made ac-
cording to my invention, and - -
Figure 2 represents the same, with its close-fitting,
or nearly close-fitting, metallic casing or covering,
The foundation, fig. 1,is made, by preferénce, of iron,
and the metallic covering or casing is made, by prefer-
ence,-of thin sheet-metal. -

plugs driven into the wall,

The turned-up portion of the rail serves for the re-
ception of the sliding hooks, of the kind represented
in Figure 8, to which the pictures, or other articles .
are hung. . | | -

The foundation ¢ may be raised from flat sheet-
metal, either by the process of drawing or by pressure -
in dies. | '-

The close-fitting covering or casing b may be formed
by drawing, and may be put on the foundation « by a
sliding motion. - |

tightly upon the foundation, it may be drawn together

‘through a draw-plate, after the casing b has been put
upon the foundation ¢. |

lustead of fixing the parts « and b together by draw-
ing, the screws ¢, by which the rail is fixed to the wall,
may, by the pressure of their heads, be made to secure
the covering b tc the foundation a.” =

The picture-rail, figs. 1 and 2, is the- simplest form
of my invention. |

Figures 3 and 4 represent a picture-rail of another
form, made according to my invention.

This rail has the figure, which will be understood by
an examination of the drawing, and consists of two
parts, the foundation, of iron, ¢°, and the close-fitting

‘covering or casing, of brass, or other thin sheet-metal, b,

The toundation ¢’ may be made by drawing, or by
pressure in dies, and theé covering or casing ¥ may be

fixed-upon the foundation «* by drawing.

Figures 5, 6, 7, and 8 represent modifications of my
Invention, in which an ornamented casing or covering

- is fixed upon the foundation.

fastenings.

The ornamented casingis raised in dies by pressure,
or may be formed in.any other convenient manner,
and fits closely upon the foundation in all those parts
which have the same figure as the foundation. .

-~ The ornamented casing, after being put upon .the
foundation, may, if thought desirable, be secured

thereto at intervals by small screws, orrivets, or other
In fig. 8, two of the hooks which engage with the
rail, and by which the pictures or other articles are:
suspended, are represented, and marked respectively
J ¢« The hook f shows the mannerin which the tops
of the hooks engage with and slide upon the turned-in
lower edge of the rail. | | S,
‘The rails, figs. 3,.4, 5, 6, 7. and 8, are fixed to the
wall of the room by means of staples, of the kind rep-
resented in Ifigure 9, or screws, of the kind represented
in Figure 10. . |
Thestaple, fig. 9, isdriven into the wall or joints of the
brick-work, and the screw, fig. 10, is serewed into wcod.
- The heads of the said staples or serews are made of

In order to make the said covering or casing fitmore =



the form represented, and have a noteh, or recess, /i,
in which the upper edge of the picture-rail engages.
In the staple, fig. 9, the picture-rail is represented
as engaged in the notch in the staple.
- When I employ an ornamental covering or casing,
made of papier-maché or other non-metallic substance,
I attach it to the foundation by shellac, or other ad-
hesive matter, employed in the way proper for the ad-
hesive matter used, or I attach the non-metallic cov-
ering or casing to the foundation by screws.

Although I have represented the forms of the foun-

dation of the rails which, in practice, I have found most
convenient to employ, vet the forms of the said foun-
dations may be varied without departing from the na-
ture of my invention. - |

Having now described the nature of my invention,
and the manner in which the same is to be performed,
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What I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
enf 18,— | o
A metallic picture-rail, that is to say, a metallic strip
or bar, whose lower or inner edge is turned upwards,
s0 as-to constitute a rail upon which the picture-sup-
porting hiooks can freely slide, provided with an orna- .
mental covering or casing, of a metallic or non-metal-
lic substance, as described, and attached to the wall
of the room by mearis of serews or staples, in the man-
ner shown and set forth.
| | WILLIAM POTTS. [L. s}
Witnesses: |
RICHARD SEKERRETT,
| 7 Cannon Street, Birmingham,
JAMES Y UTIX, -
7 Cannon Street, Birmingham.
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