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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

SIGISMUND BEER, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

~ MODE OF PREVENTING THE COUNTER-FEITING oF BAN-K;NOTES,- &

SPECiﬁC‘lth]l fermm part of Lettere Petenu No. 34,606, de,ted December 1, 1868

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, S1cISMUND BEER, of the

city, county, and State of New York have

discovered a new Means of Preventmg the
- Counterfeiting of Bank-Notes and similar arti-
~ eles; and I hereby declare that the following

18 a full clear, and exact description thereof,

referen cebeing g had to the accompanying draw-

ings, making a part of this specification, and
the letters of- reference marked thereon, in.
which the same letter represents the sa,me_ |

thing in each ﬁgure o
qure 11s a spemmen ef the mimltable

paper employed

- Bank-notes, stock- certlﬁcates and the like,

are mostly prmted. from en gra,ved plates.

are produced by skllltul artists.

by machinery, and photographic copying is
-guarded against by covering the paper with a
- colored tint from a plate of fine and faint lathe-
work, before the note is printed. These pre-
eeumons are insufficlent as well as expensive.

What sLﬂlful hands have produced other skill-

ful hands ean successfully imitate, and the cuts
2 machine produces can be obtained by like

- -_meehemeel arrangement. Furthermore, if the
work is complicated, it is difficult to detect

the differences between eounterfelt and genu-

ine notes.
My discovery consists in preveutmg imita-
tion of such articles by printing them upon

material first made inimitable by use of sur-

face-plates on which the designs have been in
whole or in: part produced by nature herself
in the -structural -formation of the fiber of
rlants by gradual growth,

A piece of well-grained Waluut esh, cheet
nut, or similar wood, or & veneer thereof, is
cut the size of the note wanted and cerefully

planed. If thin,it may be fastened to a thicker

board before: plzmmg .

if only a few prints are wente(l the 80- pre-" '.'g
”may be strai ghtened after it has been taken.

pared ‘block 1s sufficient and reedv to print
from by the common printer’s press; but if
the wood is soft, and many prints are wanted,

an electrotype is to be taken of .the surface of
the block, in the nsual way of the art, and the
paper pmnted therefrom in.colored tm ts ‘will.
shew every grain or fiber of the. Weed with

To |
prevent imitation, most elaborate engravings
Sections of
sach plates are eut with exquisite minuteness

yeneers, a

O Wohderful exacf;nese and dehca}_cy' 011 th1s .

paper, thus covered with natural demgns the

_bank-note is to be printed in the usual way.

If it is desired to keep the matrix, the Wood:

| ought to be well seasoned, to prevent swell-

ingy shrinking, or decay. T therefore prefer
to-tise Beerized wood, seasoned according to
the process described in the Letters Patent of -

the United States to me of Je a,nuary 21, 1868,
No. 73,565.

There are memfold ‘variations to whwh |
my process of producing inimitable prm.tmg |

| plates of na;tuml deSIgn for bank- netes, &e. IS -
| open.

Tostead of usmg the surface- desugu as it 13_' |

grown, part of the surface of the wood may

be covered with any drawing or letters or

figures on gypsum or other suitable mass, so

that the open grain is evenly filled up as far
as such drawing or lettering is deened 130 be

“seen on the print.

- Another way to produee drewmge on such |

| plates is to soften the wood, by steaming or
{ otherw’se, and then 1mpreee such drawings

evenly deep When the wood is again hard,
plane it down to the surface of thei 1mpresswn |

‘The difference in the structure of theimpressed

part will ‘be seen-in the prints -with a very-:

agreeable effect. |
~ The easy way of stamping, euttmg end.

‘sawin g such wooden plates before the electro |

plate is taken therefrom furmshes another

means of producing designs in various shapes
and of blanks of any desired effect, or to in-
sert such, or to compose the whole plate or
-parts of d1ﬂ.’erent grained surfaces,

“Another variation of marked effect is oﬁ’ered* s
by the use of corrugated surfaces. .- -
If such veneers are used, they may be
straightened, as is commonly 'done when.: put

0N a thleker board, before the electretype is
'teken therefrom.

‘When thicker pieees of Wood with a‘corru-
ated surface are used, the electrotype-plate

‘Instead of using the surface of wood across
the grain in a plane plate, I sometimes use, for
better effect, the surface of round cut wood or .
etrelghteu them, either before or

after electrotypmg, in the manner just de-
ecnbed 'but I do not conﬂne myself {o plane -
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plates for printing.
-of eylinders’ may be used either directly or
electrot ypes taken therefrom for printing. -

- The’ advant&ges derwed from my process |
Successful. imitation of a bank-

- are obvious..
- note 8o produced is mposmble, for the forests

- of the globe grow no two pieces of wood alike;.

‘and neither-the human hand nor machinery is
equalto producing anything so like the varied |
and multiform effects of the processes of na-
~ture in the grewth of plants as not to be in-
stantly recognizable by a practiced eye.
Bemdes, producin g such plates and prmt

WOM tﬂrned in the farm
| less compared with all methodg heretoiore
-emp loyed. .

. V?ltnesaes
80, GORDO‘\T
GEo. H. COLLINS

ifig therefrom is most simple, and ne&rly cost-

'What 1 cla1m as my dlbcavery and desire -

..to secure by Letters Patent, is—

- Making a bank-note or other prmteti article”

f1mrmta;ble substantially i in thie manner and by

the means. descmbed
| SIGI‘E‘;MUND BEER
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