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E W VAILL, OF WORCESTER MASSACHUBSETTS.
| Lette?‘s_ Patent No. 83,7_'44, dated November 3, 1868.

IMPROVED FOLDING CHAIR.

The 8cheduie referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

To all whom it may concer. :

Be it known that I, E. W. VaILL, of the city and

county. of Worcester : and State of ‘\La,ssachu%ettb have
invented anew and improved Folding Chair; and I do
bereby declare that the tfollowing is a full, clear, and

exact description of the construction and 0pel '‘ation of

the same, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings mehkmg a part of This specification, in which—

Figu:[e 1 1s & perspective view.

Figure 2 is a side view of a portion of one of the
' back standards and of the seat being removed.

Figure 3 is a-detached view, showmﬂ one mode of
m:tachmg the flexible back.

Figure 4 is another detached view, showing the com-
mon mode by which I fasten the ﬂemble b’wk fo the
rear edge of the seat.

-~ This mventwn is an improvement upon a chair pat-
ented by David Howarth, April 16, 1867, No. 63,397,
and consists in &ttach1ng to his chair a flexible back
and an upholstered seat, and in a slightly different ar-

rangement of the short len's and ae&t whereby a more

beautiful and salable ch‘m' is produeed than that here-
’tﬂmre manufactured under said patent.

~ In the drawings, A A represent thé legs which form
the back sta,udmds, and B B the short; legs, the iront
and rear legs being pivoted upon a short pin or bolt, e.
The upper ends of the back standards are united by a
curved cross-bar, the form of which may be seen in fig.

1. The seat is shown at C, and is supported by two |

pivots, ¢ ¢, connecting it with the short legs, and by

two pins, m m, which slide in slots, # %, on the inner

side of the back standards.

- So far the chair operates like the Howarth chair,
except that the short legs are outside of thelong ones,
and the seat is jointed to them at its side, at some dis-
tance behind its front edge, instead of bemg attached
at its front edge.

These two "‘."&11&’610115 from the old fmm are both im-

provements in the construction of the chair, adapting
it more particularly to the employment of the flexible

back and seat, and rendering it more comfortable to sit
i, less -liable to upset, and more néat and handsome
i appearance.
~ The seat is stuffed and upholstered, and a flexible
‘upholstered back, D, is rigidly attached to the back
standards, down about as far as the point s, from which
point to 1ts lower end it is not attached to the stand-
ards. Its lower end may be buttoned to the seat,
around the rear edge of the latter, as seen in fig, 9.
Fig. 4 represents a mode of formmg the -eyelets or
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be lled jointed at its ends to the seaf.

button-holes when this construction 1s employed, and
fig. 3 represents a mode, which may be employed, of
constructing the body or frame of the seat, to which
the baek is thus buttoned, the back being &ttached to
the jointed plate 1, under the seaft, 1nstea,d of to the
rear edge of the seat itself; or a llﬂld curved rod may
The top of
the short legs may be connected to the back standards
by flexible straps, O O, for the purpose of giving firm-
ness and str enﬂ'th o the chair, and of forming a com-
fortable rest for the arms.

The chair thus constructed, folds np neatly, in the
same manner as the Howarth chair, the flexible back
adapting itself readily to the _cha,nges in the position
of the several parts. The chair has all the advantages
of the Howarth chair, with the additional advantages
of having the front edge of the seat projecting clear
of all incumbrances; of having the flexible back, which
enables the occupant to set more uprightly, and there-
fore more comfortably, and which also adapts itself to
the conformation of the oceupant’s back, so as better
to support and give rest to himj of having the flexible
straps or arms, a,nd of presenmng a neater and hand-
somer appearance, making a beautiful chair for the
parior or drawing-room, while the .Howarth chair is
simply & plain wooden chair, fit ounly for common and
cheaper uses.

Having thus described my mventlon

‘What T claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The improvement in the Howarth chair, consist-
ing essentially in placing the legs B B outside of the
legs A A, and pivoting them to the sides of the seat-
ﬁ’&me which is provided at its rear end with pins,

'atlwpted to slide in grooves in the legs A A, in closing

the chair, substantially as shown and described.

2. A chair, constructed of the legs A A, B B, piv-
oted upon sh0113 pins or bolts e, the stuffed uphol-
stered seat C, jointed to the legs BB by means of short

-pivots, ¢ ¢, behind the front edge of the seat, and con-

nected with the legs A A by a pin working in a slot
or groove, the upholstered back D, and the flexible
arms O O, the whole being constructed and operating
substanﬁaﬂy as and for the purpose above set forth.
To the above specification of .my improvement, I
have set my hand, this 30th day of September, 1868
| E. W. VAILL.
Witnesses: - |
- GEO0. MCALEER,
WrinLiam McCLEERY.
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