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the wheels, and ¢ a part of the floor or pletterm
| breke—ehoee B B, are curved to conform to the shape | °
of the Wheels eud are connected together at their lower
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S I’o all fwhom 1 may concern:
'Be it known. that I, PETER KEFFER of Readmg,' [

Berks county;. Pennsylvame have invented an Im-

proved Railroad-Car Brake; and I do hereby declare

- the following to be a full, eleer, and exact description
of the same.

“My invention: icOﬂSIStS -of a yielding Wedge—eheped'

~frame, in combination. with brake-shoes, hung to the
ﬁ'a,me of a railroad-car or truck, all substentlelly as
described hereafter, 8o as to form ah emelent and
_rea,dlly-opereted breke -
~ Inorder to enable others skllled in the ert to make
and use my-invention, I will now proceed to describe
its construction and operation, reference being had to
the aeeompenymg drawing, whleh forms a pa,rt of this
epeelﬁeetmn and in which—

Pigure 1 i a side view of my 1mproved brel{e, ap-
plied to a railroad-car, and

Flgure 2, the same, Wlth the Hparts in a dlﬂerent po-.

sition.” ’
A'represents a pertmn of a railroad-car, b b" being

The

- ends by 2 spring, d, which tends to draw them -away
from the wheels, &nd the said shoes are hung, inde-
pendently of each ether, to the floor, ¢, of the ea,rs ’by
flat metal strips, e. |
~ The latter are suﬁelently elastic, when preseure is
~ applied, to allow the brake-shoes te be brought in ¢on-
tact with and accommodate themselves to the wheels,

but possess sufficient rigidity; in the absence of such

pressure, and in conjunction with the spring &, to main-

| tain the said shoes free from eentaet with the wheels, |
~ as shown in fig. 1. |

A wedge-shaped plate, Oy conelstmg of two curved

- plates, f and j”, hinged together at g, and connected

together at their upper ends by an elastic metal strip,

end is hung to a vertical rod, d, which may be oper-

ated as hereafter deseribed, by 4 Iever, F, hung to the
pletferm of the car.
Heretofore it has been euetemmy, eepecmﬂy in the
small cars which are used for transporting minerals, to
use a wedge-shaped block, placed between the wheels of

| the car, and operated from above by a lever, or other-

wise, 80 -as to cause the required amount of frlei;mn
upon the wheels. The simple block, hewever, is not’
sufficiently yielding, wears rapidly away, and is liable

- t0. bear against the wheels at times when no brake is

reqmred-——-eb,]ee’mons which I overcome by my invention.
“When the parts of thé brake are in the position shown

in fig. 1, the shoes B B’, owing to the Spring-strips ¢ e

and 3prmg d, are free from contact with the Wh{%lﬂ

On depressmg the lever ¥, however, as shown in

2, the frame ¢ will be also depressed and its blocks,

f , pushed apart, so as to ‘force the shoes B.and B"

againkt the wheels with a force cemmensurete with

that exerted upon the lever F.
On releasing the latter, the Spring & &nd elastic strips

{ ¢ and h will 1mmedlate1y cause the pa,rts oi the brake

e—

$

h, is arranged to fit between the brake-shoes B and B, -

to resume their former position.
This braking-apparatus can be epphed mth adyan-

tage to trucks of ordinary cars,-and the lever F may,

if desired, be dispensed with, and other devices fer'
eperatmg the brake substltuted without departing
from the main features of my mventlon

I claim as my invention, and deswe to secure by
Letters Patent— -

A railroad-car brake, consisting of 2 yleldmg wedge-

“shaped frame, C, constructed and operating substan-

tially as herein deserlbed in combination with brake-
shoes B and B’, hung £0 the car or fruck, substan-
tially as set ferth |
~ In testimony whereor, 1 have mgned my name te
this specification in the presence of two subscrlbmg
witnesses.
‘Witnesses: PETER KEFFER
F. R. SCEMUCKER,
GEO D. STITZEL
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