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T'o all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, Jorx C. FIsH, of Barnstable,
in the county of Barnstable, and State of Massachu-
Setts, have invented an Improvement in Fastening
Carriage-Curtains; and I do hereby declare that the
tollowing, taken in connection with the drawings which
accompany and form part of thig specification, is a de-
scription of ‘my invention sufficient to enable those
skilled in the art to practise it.

My invention has particular reference to provision |

in . carriage-curtains, for so constructing the eyes or

button-holes thereof that they may be readily slipped.

~upon and from the buttons without strain upon the
leather, the means employed also preventing the cur-
tain from accidental removal from the buttons.

The invention consists in inserting between the main
leather of the curtain and a reinforcing patch stitched
thereto, at each button-hole, a short strip of elastic
band, on one side of the hole only, or at the mouth of
the button-hole slit, leaving the eye of the button-hole
free from any elastic material excepting at such slit.
. The drawing represents a partion of a carriage-cur-
tain embedying my improvement. . | |

A. shows a view of the guter side of the curtain.

B is8.a section in the line z 2. |

U, a section in the line z z.

@ denofes the curtain. -

b, one of the uprights of the carriage-top, from which
upright project the buttons ¢, upon which the edge d

of the curtain is fastened. _ .
- € denotes the button-holes, the eye of each of which
is of a diameter corresponding to the diameter of the
shank f of the button. The head of each button is
made oblong in the direction of the button-hole slit,
and crowning or tapering on. top, as seen in the draw-
ings, this construction enabling the curtain fo be easily

slipped on and from the buttons; and at the opening |

~of each button-hole slit into the eye is an elastic, g,

which is stitched in between the outer side of the |
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leather, @, and the inner side of a strong

the leather, a. |
This elastic enables the slit to open when the cur-

tain is being buttoned or unbuttoned, and draws the.
edges of the slit together when the button is slipped -
through the button-hole, g0 that in the movement of
the curtain, when the carriage is in motion, the fric-

tion of the button-shank is entirely, or- mostly, upon
the edges of the leather, and ot upon the elastic, and

the whole surface of the elastic is protected from ex-

posure and wear, as will be readily understood, the

-elastic having in this respect obvious advantages over -

an elastic which surrounds or forms the eye for the

reception of the buttou-shank, such an elastic eye being

always subject to abrasive wear, and soon becoming
inelastic and useless from the action of the-atmosphere.

‘When a common carriage-curtain is wet, the soft-
ness of the leather causes the curtain to unbutton from

the buttons, and when the curtain dries, the edges of

the button-holes are apt to become, stiff, and fo break
open when pressed upon the buttons, soon enlarging
the eye of the button-hole, s0 as to render it useless
as regards its capability of keeping upon the button ;
but with the elastic applied, as shown in the drawings,
the strain upon the leather is obviated, and the cur-
tain Is securely held in position. = .

L claim a carriage-curtain having bﬁttonfholes, each

with an inserted elastic -across the head of* the slit
thereof, substantially as shown and described,

-1 also claim, in combination with each button, hav-
Ing an oblong crown-shaped head, an elastie, which

holds the edge of the eye close to the sides of the

shank, substantially as shown and deseribed. o
o -~ JOHN O.:FISH;
Witnesses: S

J. B. CrOSBY,.

Frawois GouwLp,

patch, k, which |
surrounds and strengthens the slit and hole cut through
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