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- IMPROVEMENT IN HORSE HAY-FORKS.
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“TO. ALL WHOM IT MAY CON OERN

| Be it knewn that I, Cuarris E. Tans, of Ashland, in the county of Schuylkill, and State of Pennsylveme,
_ have invented a new and useful Improvement in Horse Hay-Forks; and I do hereby declare that the following
is a sufficiently full, clear, and exact description thereof, to enable one skilled in the art to which my said

_'1nventlen appertains to make and use it, reference being hed to the accompanying drawing which is made =
'pert of this epeelﬁcetlen | 5 | - .

The subject of my invention is a horse hey-ferk of novel and ermple eenstruetlen and epemtlen It con-
‘sists of a pair of jaws, composed of a plurality of tines, attached to s suitable handle or stock, the one by a

- rigid and the other by a hinge joint. - The hmcred or movable jaw is connected, by means of a suitable rod or

~ brace, to a slide or roller working in a reeese in the fe.ee ef the stock, and engaged by a smtable catch to lock
~ the jaws in their closed position. |
| In the dlewmge-—' |
~ Figure 1 is a perspective view of my 1mprered ferk in its closed or set pesrtlen
' qure 2.is a side elevation thereof open, and in the position in which it is driven into the hay.
| qure S isa perepectwe view, showing a different cenetruetlen of the leeng-devIees from that represented
in the ether figures.
~ Similar letters of reference mdleete cerreependmg perte in the several figures.

A may repr esent the stock or handle, which may be of any suitable ferm, and is prevlded at its upper end
with a loop or.eye, «, for the reception of the elevating-rope B, and has attached to it, at its.lower. end, a pair
of jaws, C D, each of which is ‘preferably composed of a plurahty of tmee, ¢ d, and are eenneeted to said
stock by the rigid and hinged joints ¢/ d’ respectively. | |

E is a rigid brace, connecting the fixed jaw C, at a suitable distance fxem Jts mterseetlen with the steek |
'A to said stock, fer the purpose of strengthening it, and ¥, a rod, mmrlar to the brace E, connecting the
meveble.]e'n D; at a corresponding point, to the locking-devices. B

In figs. 1 and 2, the rod or brace F is replesented as provided mth 2 widened and slotted upper end, f, to
- '-*-a:dept it fer attachment to a sliding block, &, w erklng in arecess, @, In the eteek A, and held from lateral dis-

placement in said recess by means ef guldee g g . - _'
| H is a spring-latch, attached to the stock in any suitable manner, and. werkmg in a slot, a?, in its face, and
~adapted to engege with the upper. end of the block G, to hold said hleek in its depressed peeltmn, 1epresented
~in fig. 1. | L | -
| In fig. 8, the 1'1.1demng end slotting of the end f of the rod or brace F is represented as dxspeneed mth
“and said end .of the same or a less mdth working in the slot % which is elongated for that purpose.

The ehde G ig composed of suitable studs or pins projecting from the sides - of the 1ed and occupying the
recess &'y the sides of which are thus edepted to be closed; as repreeented et @', thus greatly inereesmg the
~strength of this pfut of the apparatus. o .

~ The latch H is composed of a flat bar of metal, or other similar matenel, pivoted at ifs upper end and
adapted to close by gravity over the slide & of the rod F, to hold the jaws in their closed position,-as represented.
| I represents the trip-cord, which is attached to the latch H, as shown. By pulling said cord, the le.tch 18"
- retracted, releasing the slide G, and thus allowing thOJd.W D to open to discharge the load.
. The shape of the tines is such that the load exerts a continuous pressuré on the leekmg-derleee, so that
- when released the movable ] jaw will readily open to discharge the load. By hinging one jaw only, the load.is
discharged to that side, and the fork is thus adapted fo pitch the hay to the sides and corners of the mow, when
desired, instead of dr opping it always directiy under the fork. |
| "To enter the fork into the hay, it being in the position represented in fig. 2 the ] Jaw D is ﬁrst forced down
"~ by pressing on it with the foot, and then, while still holding it, the Jaw.C is 1nserted by forcing the upper end
of the stock bael«._, thue bllnglng the slide G to its depressed pesrtlen, when the Iateh H engeges with 1t, and




81,511
. 2 .
o ?hgmg the iaws Eifn? the position into which they have been forced. The fork is then elevated by means:of the ..
by drawing the cord I-the latch is rotracted and the jows

' rope B, and, having reached the desired locality,

~ allowed to open, discharging the load, as before described.
' The several parts.of my improved fork may be madeof co

~ other approved mode. = I also propose substituting a roller for the slid

~ ing the form of the variqus parts, as may be preferred. -~
| Having described my invention, I claim as new therein, and desire .

mbined wood.aqdﬁe’taﬂ, ag rep.’:ﬁefw;'em:ed,-Ir orinany
e G, when desired, and otherwise modify-

~ operating in the manner and for the purpose set forth.
IR R 2. The combined arrangement of the stock A, rigid and hinged jaws U 1), brace 14,
6, snd latch H, all substantially as deseribed, for the purposes specified. -

. I. H. Yocum,

M. M. Mock.
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