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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICHE.

 ALEXANDER SELKIRK, O

F ALBANY, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR TO JOHN GIBSON,
JR., OF THE SAME PLACE. 1.

IMPROVEMENT IN HAND-STAMPS.

N SpeciﬁcatiOn fdrming part of Letters Patent NG; 81,415, dated August 25, 1868.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER SELKIRK,
of the city and county of Albany, State of
New York, have invented certain Improve-
‘ments in Hand-Stamps, whereby they can be
~operated with greater ease and facility, and,
when printing the name of place or persons,
will at the same time indelibly affix the date,
and perfectly cancel any stamp, note, or paper
desired; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is & full and exact description thereof,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and the letters of reference marked
‘thereon, in which— | : -
figure 1 is a perspective view. Tig. 2 is a

. eross-seetion.

-~ The same letters fefer to like parts.

A, Figs. 1 and 2, is a hollowcy]inder,.df |
. cast or wrought metal, of suitable form and

'size, on the lower end of which is cut or cast
- the name of the person or place in reverse, as
1s now used for printing. Starting out from
one side of this cylinder is a socket, b, or its
~equivalent, to which is affixed the handle e.
- Within the. cylinder A, Fig. 2, works the
loaded shaft or plunger B, either round or
square, and 18 prevented from turning by the
set-screw d, Fig, 1, which screws through the
cylinder A, and works in the oblong slot ¢ in
the plunger B, as shown by the dotted lines in
Kig. 2. This set-screw d is so placed, in rela-
~tion to the slot e, that the plunger can only
~have a vertical movement to a limited dis-
tance. The loaded plunger is held up, and its
return movement, after giving an impression,
1s effected by a suitable elastic spring, J, of
rubber or its equivalent. The lower end of
‘the plunger terminatesin aninverted T-shaped
dovetail, g, that locks into recesses s s, made
- 1n theinterior type-block A, which type-blocks
- work downward, and return with the plunger
‘B, when an operation is performed.” These
- type-blocks have their printing or impressing
- letters or characters formed of needle-points,
- either round, oval, or any other suitable form
for perforating, which project downward to a
sufficient length to’ give the required depth of
perforation into the letter or paper desired to

~ be stamped or canceled. -

‘The method or manner of operating - this

l

|

]

I .

stamp is this: The operator grasps the handle
¢, and holds it as he would any ordinary ham-
mer, and inks the stamp by striking its type-
end lightly on the ink-pad; then the letter
or paper (letter ¢, Fig. 2) to be stamped or
canceled is struck with sufficient force, not
only to print the outer name, but also, by an
impetus imparted to the plunger B, to cause the
needle-pointed type to penetrate the paper or
letter to the desired depth, thus marking in
a permanent and ineffaceable manner, not only
the envelope and its stamp, if a letter, but

‘also permanently affixing the date of mailing,

by perforating the several folds of the paper
within., .

If desired, this manner of stamping and
canceling can be performed by a stamp not
provided with a side-projecting handle, ¢; and
1in such case I dispense with the ball or heavier
part of the plunger, and substitute in its place
a wooden handle, as is now used in ordinary
hand-stamps; or, again, the stamping and can- -
celling can be effected by any press combining
the same principles in the vertical movements
of these stamping parts,and the needle-pointed
types can be substituted in place of the ink-
printing type, if desired, so that the whole
stamp, or any portion thereof, may be made of
needle-points. | - -

What I claim as my invention, and desireto
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The loaded plunger B, with its slot e, set-

| screw d, the dovetail or T-shaped terminus of

the plunger B, in combination with the type-
blocks % h, with their recesses s s, or their
equivalents, substantially for the purpose set
forth and described. _

2. The socket b, or its equivalent, and the

| handle ¢, in combination with the outer ¢ylin-

‘der A, for the purposes set forth and described.
0. In combination, the cylinder A, with its
printing-type end, the loaded plunger B, as
described, the elastic spring f, the perforating-
type % h, handle-socket b, or its equivalent,
and the handle ¢, all in combination, substan-
tially for the purpose set forth. ]
: - ALEXANDER SELKIRK.

Witnesses:
-~ WM. H. GREENE,
JOHN H. WALSH.
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