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IMPROVED BEAD FOR BARRELS,

Tht Schevule referred Iy i these Arfters aaat.eltt oy ﬁmhiug Ijgm"t of the 5zime;

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN :

Be it known that I, MERRITT L, THOMPSON, of Flemington, in thc county of Hunterdon, and Stato of Ne“
Jersey, have invented, made, and applied to use a certain new and useful Improvemert in Heads for Barrels;

and I do hereby declare the following to'be a full, clear, and exact description of the said mvention, 1eference
being had to the annexed drawing, making ‘part of this specIHca.tmn, wherein—
Figure 1 is o plan of the said head, |

Figure 2 is a-vertical section of the same, and

Figure 3 i3 a section showing a variation in the seturing-button.
Similar marks of reference denote the same parts.

The object of this invention is to allow the head to be removed without loosening the hoops, and my par-
ticular feature of invention consists in a turning-button inside the head, operated from the outside, to hold -
down or to release a movable section, which allows for taking out or putting in the head with great facility, said
section being supported by rebated or 1nchned edgés on the portions of the barrel-head that sct as gegments of
a circle into the grooves in the staves. -

In the dramng, a a represent the staves, 5.5 the portions of the head that are formed as segments of a
| .c1rcle, and set into the groove around the inside of the barrel-head, leaving a space between them. |
~ The straight sides af these segments b & arc formed bevelled, or with rebates, s0 as to support the middle

sections ¢ and d, and these are of a length to fill said space, their ends passing into the grooved chime.

~ In order to prevent the section d coming out, I attach to it a button, ¢, with s spindle, ¢, passing through
said section d, 80 as to be turned from thc outside. For this purpose, I either employ the head, g, to the
spindle 7, or else make use of- the head-nut 2, fig. 3, that can be partially unserewed, to relieve the- butt{}h ey SO
that it will be turned by the friction of the screw, and { pI'OVIde a stop, agamst which thc button 13 arrested
‘when it stands transversely of the section d, so that its ends take under the segments & J.

The serew and nut A allow the parts to be ﬁrmly clamped on the sides of the seatioﬁ;, but ordinarily the
friction of tho parts will prevent the button moving accidentally.

I provide a slot in the outer end of the spmdle 2, to indicate the dircutxon in which the button sta.nds
- What I claim, and desire to secire by Lettors Patent, is—

1. A movable head for barrels or casks, formed in sections, with the last scction that is 111troduced1 restlng

upon rebates, or the bévelled edges of those previously mtmduced and held down. hy il turmnﬂ-button or

equivalent clamp, substantially as set forth. . - SR |
2. A turning-button, applied to the inner side of a sectional ]ma.d and fitted substan:mt;m.ll}r as specified, so

as to be turned from the outside of said head and secure the scctions in place, substantially as.set forth.
In witness whereof, I have hercunto set my signature, this smtccnth day of October, A. D, 1867.

‘M. L. THOMPbO\T

Witnesses:
Cuas. H. SMI‘I‘H _
‘Gro. DENKETT WALKER.
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