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GEORGE W. BOWLSBY, OF MONROE, MICHIGAN.

IMPROVEMENT IN REVENUE-STAMPS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. ‘2,806, dated Jnly 14, 1868,

To all whom it may concern: o

Be it known that I, GEorGE W. BowLsBy,
of the city and county of Monroe, and State
of Michigan, have invented new and use-
ful Improvements in- Government Revenue-
Stamps; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full and exact description there-
of, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to thelettersof reference marked
thereon. R |

The nature of my invention consists in the
make and use of a stamp divided up into sec-
tions of different colors, and for different pur-
poses, more or less related to each other, and
used at différent times and places, by different
persons, but for the same general object—viz.,
- the collection of the revenue on spirits, to-

bacco, oil, and such other articles as have

generally no fixed quantity; quality, and valu-
ation, and to render more complete the pro-
tection to the purchaser of the goods, said dif-
ferent sections,- of the different colors  and
other varying features, being used at different
times and places, by different persons, and for
different purposes, but upon the same indi-
vidual parcel, cask, or package., e
The different sections may each be made
about the size and proportion, nore or less, of
% legal-tender United Statesnote, and on card-
board, or on strong fine paper only, of differ-
ent colors, for the diffeient purposes, to indi-
cate the successive steps of inspection and re-
- 1nspection, &e. - The first may be green, and
called the “duty-section.”
sisting sometimes of more than one. division,
‘may be red, and is for the benefit of middle-
men, such as jobbers, wholesalers, &e. The
final one may be blue, and called the “retail-
ers’ stamp.” . IS
Kach section consists of fine and elaborate
‘engraving over its face, in the similitude of a
United States note, containing leger or ruled
lmes for entries,” signatures, &e.; with the
headings of entries and the signatures of the
Commissioner of Internal Revenue printed
~ therein, and other signs’ also, all in blank

form. These are made in duplicate at each

end of the stamp-sections. .

- To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-

- scribe 1ts construction and operation.

The second, con--

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is the

first or duty section, as'it comes from the Office
of Internal Revenue at Washington. " Tig. 2

| 18 the same as filled up and ready for use; Fig.

for increased safety, &c.

9, the reinspection-section; Fig. 4, the blue or
retail section; Fig. 5, a stamp-section, sepa~

rated; Fig. 6, the record-table; S
Similar letters of reference are for like parts.
In Fig. 1 the engraving underlies the entries,

as 16 does in all of the sections, and, like other
stamps now in use, must be made as difficult

as possible to counterfeit. In the face of the

engraving are the leger or ruled lines, printed,

as seen, all over its face-in the proper places,
together with the headings and other Signs

for indicating the entries, and forming a part

thereof.

At 1 is the number of the'Sfamp- in its com-

plete form, made up of the duty-section and
the following sections and its series sign, A,

' 11 the same manner as in common bank-notes.

At 2 the amount of duty is filled in; at 3, the
proof, trade-name of the article, and the wei oht
or measure; at 4, the number of the package;

ab o, the number of the section; at 6, the date

of inspection; at 7, the name of the owner of
the goods; at 8, the place where inspected ; ab
9, the inspector’s name and official si gnature;
at 10, the official signature of the Commissioner
of internal Revenue; at 11, other signatures,
On. the right hand
the entries are duplicated, as seen beyond the

accidental line 12; but the signatures at 10

and 11 are made across this line, the words or
initials indicating the rank or designation on

the line, the personal signature to.the left, and
‘the official to the right, as seen in Tig. 2.

Fig. 2 shows the saine filled up, ready for
use, with the entries and signatures complete.
~ In detail, the construction, use, and cancel-
lation of my stamp are as follows: The first

section, as also the other sections, having
been printed separately in blank, as shown at-
Iigs. 1 and 3, are then sent to the district as-

sessors, as ordered by them, and charged to

“them In numbers and by class name, as to-

bacco-stamp, whisky-stamp, oil-stamp,  &e.,

but not in value, as. no exact value is fixed.

On the receipt of them the assessor counter-
signs them, as seen at 11%, then turns over to

- the deputy collector as many as ordered by
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him, who also countersigns them, as seen at
11*, who then turns over to the assistant as.
sessor. what he requires, who adds his sig-
nature, 'as at 11¢, who turns over to the in-
spector what he needs, who also adds his sig-
nature, at 9¢ and 9°, upon the stamp proper
and the coupon both, in each and all cases the
parties being charged with the numbers and
kinds of stamps each and the sections. He
(the inspector) then proves and measures the
ooods, (say whisky,) estimates the duty, en-
ters the amount in form at 2, the other en-
tries in their proper places, as indicated, and
after the name, at 7, enters the word ¢ dis-
tiller,” ¢“rectifier,” ¢jobber,” ¢ wholesaler,”
4 retailer,” or whatever the owner may be, and
then tears the section in two at the ragged
line12. He then tacks the card or otherwise
fastens it upon the article, caslk, or other pack-
age, and returns the coupon to his superior,
which becomes a vouclier that he has actually
used the stamp, and he is credited with the
same. These vouchers pass back through the
same hands by which they came to the home
office in Washington, where they may be pre-
served for a time sufficient to insure the con-
sumption of the goods, and may be used to
detect any frauds that they will assist in dis-
covering in the future history of the o00ds.
The red-stamp section, Fig. 3, is similar in
make and use to the green section, and only

alteréd on its face to adapt it to the purpose

of reinspection, the headings being slightly

altered for the purpose, as seen at 6, and also

in the number, &c., as seen at 1 13 13, and is
intended to contain after the name at 7 the
trade of the owner, as jobber, &e., or what-
ever. _

The blue section closely resembles the other
sections, except as to numbers and some minor
alterations, to adapt it to the purpose, as seen
in Fig. 4, ahd contains after 7 the word ¢ re-
tailer,” ¢ consumer,” “manufacturer,” or what-
ever. . | |
 Itis intended to use the green section for
the distiller,or whoever pays the duty, as new,
to the collector, upon the report of the in-
spector or assessor ; and when sold to other
parties in the same or other collection district,
or in case of removal of the goods Dby the
same owner to another district—. ., any move-
ment whatever from the place of last inspeec-
tion to another locality—the owner shall im-
mediately c¢all upon the local inspector to re-
inspect the same, putting on the red section,
and so on continuously till it gets into the
hands of the retailer, rectifier, manutacturer,

or other consumer, when he shall take off’ the
preceding sections, and send them back

through the proper channel to Washington,
and place on the head of the cask the blue

section with its proper entries, leaving it there |

till the cask is empty, when he shall take it off
and return it also to Washington. .

" He (the inspector) must charge the retailer

or other consumer with the rtumber and kind

of all the blue sections he uses, crediting them
to him when taken up. | .

. When the vouchers are returned to Wash-
ington their entries may be copied into books
or tables prepared for the purpese, as seen in
Fig. 0, the top of each page containing the
proper headings printed within upright col-
umns, as seen at 1, Fig. 6, running to the right,
the left-hand margin containing the successive
numbers of the complete stamp, as seen at 1,
Fig. 6, running downward. Upon thereceipt
of the green or duty voucher 1ts contents are
noted in their proper places on the line oppo-
site the stamp number, as seen at 2, Ifig. 6,
ranning to the right, and each succeeding sec-
tion of the red and of the blue in the lines
thereunder.

- When the half-sections that remained upon'

the goods have arrived in Washington, they
may benoted in the extremeright-hand column,
and when the sections in all their parts are re-
turned to the home office the account with that
particular stamp and its specific package 1s
closed. If any of the sections are missing,
from time to time, an account may be kept of
them in the column headed ¢ casuals.” ,

To insure the payment of the duty some
time during the life of the goods in ease they
escape from first hands without payment, 1t
may be requisite to compel the carrier, private
or publi¢, to refuse the transit of the. goods
unless theycarryon theirface the green or duty
section, and also to compel all store-keepers,
public or private, and all other persons whatso-
ever, to refuse storage or harbor of the goods.
unless they contain, as in the first instance,
the green or duty section, none of the other
colors being sufficient for the purpose, so that
a red or blue section, or both, or many of
thein, unless headed by the green section, will
permit its progress, and, if in store, will make
it liable to seizure, except in case ifs life-his-
tory be noted in the books of the local inspec-
tor or assessor. The sections, when used,

may be varnished on one or both sides to

make them water-proof, and otherwise to pro-
tect from injury. - |

The advantages. of my stamp are adapta-
tion to use on articles of uncertain and acci-
dental amount of taxation, because of uncer-
tain value, &e.—that is, the tax may be esti-
mated by the inspector and inserted therein.
It can be used in sections, as described, for the

purposes of inspection, reinspection, &c¢., the
sections being of different colors, to indicate -

to the eye at once.of the casual observer, as
well as others, the point reached in the taxa-
tion, inspection, and movement of the goods.
These sections become also a convenient and

| almost unimpeachable vehicle for carrying

upon their face the different entries, and alto-
oéther making and continuing a complete his-
tory of the tax on the article, its various in-
spections, movements from place to place,
ownership, proof, quality, &c., and any partie-
ulars desirable to record, and also a ready
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means, as undeniable, of transferring the
same to the head office of internal revenue for

JQimited preservation and record.

The rageed accidental line becomes a certain

- ‘means, in most cases, of detecting frauds, or

of settling doubts, in- the use of the sections,
by the comparing of the ragged margin of the
voucher with its real or pretended fellow num-
ber upon the package.

The nambers become a final means of de-

“tection when all others fail, because if the

stamp-section is a counterfeit the signatures
must be forged, the entries nmitated, and ap-

pear phnsﬂ)]e in° their relation and history,

and then the reinspection will discover the

fraud by duplicating the number which has
already been appropriated by the Government.
A false history upon the face of the stamp or
any one of its sections would als s0 lead to a de-

tection. In addition to this the smmpq are not

an article of sale and purchase, as most stamps |

are, but are, in fact, never entirely out of the

hands of the .GO‘;"erinnlent, as, even while on

the package, they are continually being fol-
lowed and accounted for; arc applied by the
Government to the goods; watbhed and known
in their journeyings by name, namber, and
previous history; are canceled b3 the Govern-
ment 1 continuous -successive steps in a per-

- manent, unalterable manner; are finally sent

back to the place of issue, beyond the hope of

recovery and reuse, leaving scarcely nothing
to the honesty of officials or others, and but

little to the chanees of accident.or the negli-
gence of any one. Dishonest and careless
officials may handle and use them with almost
as much mpunity as the more meritorious.
Every step in the process is an additional
means of cancellation, which is completed by
the sending home of the vouchers, and, finally,
of the remaining bhalf-sections, thus 1ea,vm0

nothing subject “to the fraud on carelesr,ness__
of the user, as the use, cancellatioh, and all
the different steps- are nnde by the Govern-
ment itself, through its officials, under the im-
mediate: supervlslon and full knowledge of the |

home office at Washington. Italso affords an
almost certain meansof knowing that the arti-
cle 1s safe to buy and carry and deal in eI

erally, ‘thereby enabling the seller to realize a |
- fair price.

The entry of the counter-signatures by steps,
and by numerous and w 1(1615?»561)’111&6{1 per-

sons, prevents official and uuof clal collusion

of fraud | -
The making eof the Lhhome record- atfords a

final and almost infallible means of detection,

and operates as a check upon all the p“trtles
concernecl.

~ The complication of the different DIOGbeGS,
together with the different devices, makes it
almost impossible to evade the law and the
tax, while at the same time the complication

3

18 brougltt about by different persons and in
rsepamte steps, simple in themselves, and

e%sﬂy accomplished by any official, while the
aggregation ofthem malkes a net- work of checks
almost impossible, to break through without
detection, and the making of the home recotid
entry by stepb hastens detectmn. |

What I claim, and desu*e to secure by Let-

‘ters Patent 1%—-—-—

1. A blallk stamp having no fixed value

while in the hands of the Govemment until

the inspector has estimated the tax through
the proper means, and has entered the nmouut'
upon the face of the stamp for a specific pack-
age, the value ot the stamp depending mostly
upon sald estimate, and partly upon the class
name of the Smmp

- 2. A stamp made and the value fixed by the
Government for a particular individunal p‘wh-
age, as shown in Iigs. 2, 3, 4, 5.

3. A stamp made in bepamte and 111depend
ent sections, mechanically, substantially as de-
sertbed, for the purposes named, or for other |
sumhr purposes.

4. A stamp the mechanically 111(16]*}611{16111:

| sectlons of wlich are of different colm*s, for the

purpﬂseb named.

‘5. Making the different Suctmns or portlous
as desuubed of the same sta;mp vehicles for
the necess&r;y entries of inspection and rein-
spection, and continuing and carrying a his-
tory on their face of the novements, owner-
ship, duty, proof, weight, measure, and (or)
other matters of record peltammw to the arti-
cle taxed, as an ever-present means of detec-
tion, an mnllmm In reinspection, and a]so &
partial cancellation. |

0. A stamp whose sections have duplicate
and corresponding entries upon their faces to
be separated, substantially as and for the pur-

poses described.

7. The numbering of the different smmps, and
also the sections of the same stamp, by various
series forfurther meauns of detection ,Teference,
cancellation, record, and identification.

3. The entrv of ofhcml counter-signatures
upon the face of the stamp and its .:eetlons in
successive series, or b} intermediate steps, for
the purposes named.

9. The continuous cancellation of the stamp
by the process described.

10, The final resumption of- the. stamp-cou-

‘pons and then eof the stamps proper by the

Government. .

11." A'stanp whose face-history is connected
with an official book-record at the lrome office,
and also with the inspector’s or assessor’s book,
for the purposes specifietl.

GEORGE W. BOVVLSBY

Witnesses:
J. MCKENNEY.,
B, WRIGHT HALL.
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