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Ynited Btutes Putent Prrice

HODGSON, OF INDIANAPOLIS

'Letfei's Patent No.

INDIANA.
78,966, dated June 16, 1868,

am f TS

IMPROVEMENT TN CONSTRUCTI

ON OF PRISONS,

-3 -

T Schevule referred fo i flese Setters Autent i making part of the sume,

TO ALL-WHOM IT MAY g

Beit known that I, Isaac
invented new

ONCERN - - |
HUD@SOE’, of Indianapolis, in the count
and usefyl Improvements ih-Prisons_; and I

and exact descrip’tion'thel*cof,-,tefercli'ce being had to the o
" marked thereon, ma’king_ part of this épe'ciﬁca'ti_on._‘ N

y of Marion, -:aﬁd Sta,té'of' I
do hereby declare that the following. ;

s a full, clear,
ccompanying drawing, and to the letters of reference:

curing the
» and ventilating with ap
- Figure 1is a ground plan of the prison, the cells and ‘other interior portions of which are constructed and
arranged with reference to the application of‘_'.-my_-imprwements,.the' drawing representing % portion of the plan
Figore 2 is 4 section ta,ll-:en'-_"throiigh ‘th,e'éentml'corridor,
~door-posts in tlw-grating-enc]osure surrounding the cells,
Figure 8'is a front vi

close rt'o'the cells,
| . of one of the hollow or box-posts,
enclosure. S T | N

and cutting one of the hollow

Figure 5 is 5 horizon

at the entrance of the cel
- Figure 6 ig o vertical
eye and of the hasp of
Similar letters of.

tal section of the
l-enclosure. |
section of a portion of
the _céll-doors,_+ and a porti

«rim

the box or way for the b01t4fasteni'r_;g, SEOWing.sec'tion of the
, on of the bolt for E-e,cﬂfiﬁg_thé-'doo-rs;*._,_._ -
reference Indicate like parts in the several figures, '

'usually built, | A

- In the central portion of the space enclosed
18 a substantial iron grating, C, the whole being
‘the grating C and the outer walls, for

‘the cells for the use of the prisoners.

interiqr,- and the ends of the cells
the cells. | - |

The building is warme

by the walls A are the'iron cells B,;aﬁd SHrl‘ounding the cells

icient space for corridors is left between
the use of the jailor or guards and visitors, and between the grating and-

d by furnﬂf_:'es; '

uLlc _ placed in the basement, in the usyal manner, the warmed air being
admitted to the prisbn-rqom through registers placed in the outside corridor, as shown gt BE. The doorg of the
cells are made so as to permit the-warmed air to circulate treely through them,

portion of the cells.. =~ - .

3 above the principal floor of the

ilize the warmtly of the escapi-ng,air to warm the cell-floors, |

, Dy m indicated bydbtted'liﬁes, F, under the floor. These ductg open
Into the space undey the cells, . ]

L, enclosed in the smoke-flue, g0 that it may be

oul-air ducts may open into any other fine, whether heated or nof, as may

be desired. The foul air of the prison ig :'drz_mn,.dm'rmmrd through the perforated bage G, fig. 2, under the cells,
and ig conveyed by the duct to the flue I, and thence to the external ajr, I -

It will be seen that this arrangement of the cells within the grated enclosure in the

, security againt cacape of the prisoners, The cells being isolated

“and complete in themselves, aid to the Prisoners from the outside is rendered more dif

adjoin the outer wall. Additiona] security ig provided by the grating C that s'ui:‘raull_rzdsl

prison, in.order to provide

central portion of the
from the exterior wall,
icult than when '_the cellg -
the cells, and intervenes
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between them and the outer wall. This construction and arrangement of the cells also affords superior advyah-
tages for warming, lighting, and ventilating them, and the arrangements for warming, lighting, and ventilating,
present no facilities for escape of the prisoners, as they ave not permitted the use of the outer coiridor 1 which
the warm-air registers are placed, and the ventilators are not ccessible. DBesides, the cells are exposed fully
to view of the jailor or guard, and the outer ends, H, of the cells being open grating, for the admission of light
.nd warmed air, alse expose the prisoners to convenient surveillance. o |
The device for securing the cell-doors, J, consists of the eye g of the hasp N of the door and the drop-
| bolt 0. The drop-bolt O is securely Loused in a double-angle or U-iron, ¢, set vertically, and securely riveted,
near the “edge of the doorway, to the inside of the plate, constituting the inner or door-end of the cells, and

forms a vertical tube or guide-way for the bolt O, and safe housing for the cord by which the bolt 18 suspended
‘and operated. S | o _ _ B B o
| .The double-aﬁgle 01‘.‘U-i;"on'a, <hown in red lines in ﬁg. 2, in horizontal section in fig, 4, and in vertical
section in fig. 6, extends from the floors of the cells up to and connects with -the cord-way L above the ceiling
of the prison. i - : | | | |
" The cord-way L 1s a horizontal iron hox, placed above the ceiling of the prison, to house and protect the
cords e by which the bolts O O are suspended and operated: The cords.e run over sheaves S in the cord-way Li;
~ those immediately over the hollow daor-posts M being arravged as,shoﬁ'n, and set nearly touching each other, to
~prevent the cords getting out of place. - | e | o . |
- The cord-way Is made with a shutter to cover the top, so as to fFord convenient access to the cords when
required for repairs, and which at other times is to he sccurely fastened, to prevent the cords being tampered
with. The eye g of hasp N of the cell-doors is-of the same transverse dimensions as the angle-iron @, and a
piece is cut out of the latter of sufficient lengih to let. the eye g shut neatly into the space, and should fit so as to
form a connected tube with @ witliout obstructions. This opening and the adjacent ends of theangle-iron. a are
encased in a larger iron, b, that is'sefe,vl]r‘{a'ljr riveted to the cell-wall, and the wall is cut through!to allow the |
eye g to shut into the space cut out of the angle-ron &, and fair with tl_w*cell-m;.l]_, over which, on the outside,
a plate, d, fig. 8, is "rivet'ed, to entirely cover the opening and protebt the bolt 0. o S

The cell-doors are fastened by iron bolts, O, suspended 1n the.angle-iron way a, and operated by means of
“the cords ¢.  The door-posts M of the grating-enclosure are made hollow, about eight inches square, or other
convenient size, and oxtond from the prison-floor, and connect with the cord-ways Liabove the ceiling, and, with
the cord-ways and tubes @, form a continuous and secure housing for the cords e | -

‘A screw-bolt, 7, is inserted through, the cell-wall from the outside, the end projecting into the tube a to
form 2 stop to the descent of the bolt O, and hold it in proper position in the eyc ¢ This stop is made remoy-
able, so that in case the cords ¢ break, the stop can be taken out to let the bolt O down to the permanent 's,tap":z',
which is pldaced so that the upper cnd of the bolt will be opposite the opening into which the eye g shuts, when

‘the cord may be readily readjusted. This arrangement, in connection with the cord-way T, over the ceiling,
affords convenient facility for repairing the cords, when broken, at t_fiﬂing.'éolst. - .

The doors, P, to the gmting-eﬁclosure 2ve furnished with a hasp, k&, the eyes of which enter a slot in the

back of the posts M, and are sccured by a padlock in the eye within the posts. The openings in the posts that
 afford access to these padlocks and to the cords ¢, are closed by shutters, B, that are hinged at the bottom to
the posts, and are secured by padlock through staples fixed in the posts that enter a slot in the top of the shutter,
‘and the tops of the shutters are furnis_hed_ﬁ'ith a hood, V, to cover the padlocks and protect them from blows
strack by persons attempting to effect uplawful entrance. | -

The device for securing the cell-doors is operated from the opening in the posts M by means of the cords-e,
and enables the jailor to unfasten one or more of them at pleasure, and combined with the grated enclosure G,

enables him to have full command of the prisoners yithout coming in contact with them.

I make no claim to any particular mode of warming, lighting, or ventilating the prison, as these may be
varied as circumstances in-a,y require. | o | |
| What I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lietters Patent, 18—

1. The hollow. door-posts M, furnished with the ‘hooded shutters R, the cord-ways L, and vertical tube
or U-iron, «, substantially as set forth. | - | | | S
9. The hasp N and eye g, bolt o, and cords ¢, and stops 7 and 7, constructed and arranged substantially as

and for the purpose seb forth.

ISAAC HODGSON.
YWitnesses: |

0. F. MAYHEW, -

LEONIDAS BEAVER.
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