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JAMES HOPFMAN OF BELVIDERE NDW JERSEY

B R ' Letteas Patent Na 78, 092 dated May 19, 1868.

~ IMPROVED GAUGE-FRAME FOR SLITTING _RAWHIDES} -
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7O ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: S

‘Be it known that I, JamEs HorrMaN, of Belvidere, in the county of Warren, and btate Of New Jersey,

- have invented a new and improved Gauge-Frame for, Shttmg Raw Hides; and I do hereby. declare that the '

. follomng isa tull, clear, and exact descrlptlon thereof which will enable others skilled in the art to make and

 use the same,.reference bemg had to the accompanying drawings, formmg part of this speclﬁcatmn
| ‘The figure is a perspective view of my improved gauge-frame. -

My invention has for its object to furnish an improved machme, by the use of whlch raw hides may be slit

~or halved much more convenlently and accuratel}', and with much more ra,pldlty than is possible when the work

is done in the ordinary manner; and it consists in a gauge-frame grooved longltudmally along-its entire length,
and supported u pon feet of suitable height, and in the combination of a slotted sprlnn' with the sald gauge- frame,- A

o as heiema,fter more fully described. -
- A is a block, plank, or frame of suﬁcient length to allow a raw hide to be hung over it longitudinally.

o | The block or frame A is supported upon legs B of suitable height, or by other suitable or convenient meansl |
~ andis grooved longltudmally along its. wpper edge or side, as shown in the figure, said groove. being of. sufficient

breadth to receive the back of the shttmfr-LnIfe, and of sufficient depth to guide, the said knife as it is moved -
- along, slitting the hide ]ongltudmally, or dividing it into two equal parts. C is a spring, one end of wh:ch IS

~ seeurely attached to the end of the block or fmme A, and the other or free end of which'is so formed as to lie
along the ‘upper -or grooved edge of the said: frame A, n.nd is slotted to ¢ors espond W Ith the g1 oove in said frame,-

as shown in the drawings.

' In using the machine, the tail«of the blde is drawn beneath the: slotted end of the sprlng C 1.‘ihlch holds the -
S Sﬂld end of the said hide while the shttlng-kmfe i3 being used. o

I claim-as new, and desire to secure by Letters P¢tent-~

‘1. Grooving the upper edge of the frame or plank A, upon which the ray hide is ﬂuspendcd lanrrltudma]ly,

| 'Eubs’cantmlly s herein shown and descrlbed and for the purpose set forth. .

2. The combination. of the slotted spring C with the grooved frame or pl.mk A, subs‘tantl 1]ly dS helcm

shown and described, and for the purpose set forth.

8. Shttlng raw hides by suspending them over a f;.amc, A, gmoved lonmtudmal]y along its upper cflue, tn_ o

. guide the shttmg-kmfe, substantmlly ag herein shown and dG‘iﬂ;lbed and- f'o1 the purpose set forth, -
J AMI}S HOI‘I‘MAN
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