OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA.
Letters Patent No. 11,865, dated May 12, 1868, .
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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: - " S
_ Beit known that I, AvcusT BRRTRAM, of New Albany, Floyd county, State of Indiana, have invented & NOW.
~and useful Improvement in the Method of Finishing  Upper-Leather,” by which the same is rendered entirely =
water-proof; and I do hereby declare that the following is & fall, clear, and exact description of thesame. -
-~ ] am aware that the habit has' long prevailed, especially in the country, to. grease -in winter with bacon, __
. tallow; lard, or other animal fat, boots and shoes, in order to render the -leather -goft, and, in a degree, water-
“proof ; but this lfala,n_ ‘has always ;beén_‘?cbn'sid_eréd objectionable, ‘a8 it gives: to the -boot o most ungainly appear-
. "ance, it being impossible to black or_polish the same after the grease has been ‘applied, and, begides, it only -
. -secomplishes in-a very imperfeet manirer-the desivediebject: - T el e o
~ My invention consists in rendering the leather entirely water-proof, by applying to the finished hide the
tallow obtained from walrus fat, in-a soft state, and then in thoroughly drying the same over a slow fire.. RN
.. To enable others skilled in"the art to use and apply my invention, I will proceed to describe the same. -
- I take the tallow or “fatty part” of the walrus, which is'a well-known artiele of commerce, and melt the
* same until it is reduced to a soft solution., ' L T IR
.- Ithenta '

take an ordinary calf-skin or other hide that has been properly tanned, and apply, with the hand or =
"8 brush, the solution. After the leather has been’_;h_ﬁroughl y'mdistenqd.wiﬁhth’e solution, I dry the same over
& slow fire. | o T : S T R
o Experience has '"_cle_a.rly'shbwg"thgt_.'whg'n?'t'ﬁé- ﬁoluti&n is applied, and the leather afterwards treated as =
- described, the pores of the leather are so filled with the solution that a perfectly water-proof article is produced,
. --without in- the slightest degree injuring. the appearance of the leather, be it of the finer or coarser quality. -
_-Ei_pariehce has also proven that the léathgr,“after'fthe' s,olu't_ipn';__has.been,,appli‘éd, is more durable, and its value.
¥ every regard enhanced. . | B R
- "Having thus fally described my invention, what I claim therein as new,and desire to secure by Lettors
. - ‘Rendering leather water-proof, when the same is accomplished by the process substantially as deseribed. -
. New Albany, Indiana, August 29,1867 = . - - - T CRET e T T

“ Witnesses :
- W. BuozLTr, -
HerMANX ScEMIDT.
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