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BRUNO SCHMIDT, OF HOBOKEN, NEW JERSEY

Letters Patent No. 16,824, dated April 14, 1868.
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IMPROVEMENT IN RESTORING OLD LEATHER.
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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Be it known that I, BRuNo ScuMipT, of Hoboken, in the county of Hudson, in the ‘State of New Jerney,-'
have invented a.new and useful Improvement in Kestoring Leather; and I do hereby declare the following
‘to be a full, clear, and exact. descrlptwn thereof, which will enable those skllled in the art to make and use
the same. |

The ob_]ect of this invention i6 to restore o]d leather, which has become usetess or dead by long use, or by
the action of fats and other causes; so that such old leather, by being subJected to my process, obtains again
all the qualities of new leather, and becomes fit for renewed use.

In order to effect this purpose, I suuject the oid leather to the action of steam, whereby it becomes soft
and pliable. " The leather is then cleaned from the dirt and impurities adhering to it, by suitable scrapers, and,
after having been cleaned, it is introduced into a bath of tepid water containing a small quantity of sods, where
it remains for two or three hours. After havlng been removed from this bath, the leather is again subjected to
a scraping process, so as to remove all the remaining dirt and impurities, and then it'is mtroduced into & con-
centrated tepid solution of cak bark, or other material contammg an abundance of tannln, where it remains
for twenty-four hours. |
By these means the leather absorbs-a fresh quantity of tannin, or,in other words, it undergoes a renewed
tanning process, and: all the tannin which.may have been lost, by the action of fats or other inrpurities on the
leather, is restored to it. |

When the leather has been removed from the tanmn solution, lt IS dried, and well rubbed with & mixtare of
tannin and fat, and it is ready for nse. -

Old leather treated according to this invention - is equa.l in strength and pliability to new leather of the
sasme quality.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The within-described process of restoring old leather, by subjectmg the same to the va.mous ma.mpula.tmns

above set forth.
-BRUNO SCHMIDT.

Witnesses:
W. HAvurp,
. ¥, KASTENHUBER.
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