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WILLIAM L. THOMAS, OF MIDDLEBURY. OHIO.

Letters Patent No. 76,653, dated Aprid T, 1868
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IMPROVED BEDSTEAD.

—

The Schedule-reforred 16 in fhese Wetters Patent anly wuking patt of fhe same,

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN :

Be it known that I, WirLzam L. Taouas, of Middlebury, in the cnunty of Summit, and State of O’no, |
have invented a new and useful Improvement in Bedsteads; and I do hereby declare that the following isa
full, clear, and exact description thereof, which will enable those skilled in the art to make and usc the same,
reference heing had to the accompanying drawings forming part of this Hpecrﬁmtlen, in which—

Figure 1 is-a vertical longitudinal section of my improved berlatead taken through the ling z z, fig. 2

Figure 2 is a view of the umlel side or bottom.of the same.

Slmllat letters of reference indicate corresponding parts.

My invention has for its object to furnish. an improved bedstead, 56 constmctud and arranged that the

head part of the bed may be raised'much or little to vary the position of the person lying upon tl:e said bed,

as desired ; and it consists in the constmctir}n and combmatlm of the parts by which this is effected, as here-
inafter more fully deseribed.

A are the posts, B are the side-rails or boards, and C a.re the end rails or bnqrdq of the bedstead, about the
construction of which parts there is nothing new.

D are side-burs, attached to the inner bI{IG‘i of the-side-rails B of the bedstead apon ‘which bars Test, and:
to which are attached the lower ends of the coiled springs K, that support the ends of the spring-slats F, that
form the foot part_of the bed-bottom. The spring-slats F are. kept in place upon the springs E by means of
short pins, G, attached to said slats, and which enter .the upper ends of the said springs.

The ends of the slats F are made to move up and down vertically by having theiv ends entér vertical

‘grooves in the inner sides of. the side-rails B.  If desired, triangular guides may be attached to the lner

sides of the side-rails B, which enter angulav *‘iGEChEb in the ends of' the spring-slats F, to guide said sm.tﬂs m
their up-and-down movement. | | : |
P is a frame, the-side of which that is towards the middle part of the bedstead, is hinged to the supporting-

~ bars or rails D, and which, when lowered into a horizontal position, rests upon the said Hu‘pp()f‘tinff-‘: ails D. To

the ends of the frame P are attached side-bars I, with which, and with the frame P, the spring-stuts T and coiled
springs L are -:'nnnwred in the manner hereinbefore described with reference to the slats at the foot part of

the bedstead. _ |
- To the under. side ot the huwed fmme P are. secure]y attached down“artlly-pm]ectmn braced arms I, to

the ends of which are attached the ends of the straps or cords J, the other euds of which are attached to the

shaft K. Theshaft K revolves it bearings attached to the outer side of the head-posts A. " The shaft K is

revolved to raise and lower the hea,d part of the bed-bottom by means of a crank, L, atfached to its projecting
end, and it is held in any position to which it may be revolved by a pawl, M, pivoted to-the post A, and mhmg
hold of the teeth of a ratchet-wheel, N, attached to said shaft. By this construction, by revolving the shaft K
in one direction, the straps or cords’d will be wound around it, drawing the lower: ends of the braced arms I
forward, and raising the head end of the hmﬂ*e:l part of , the bed- hottom. By turning the shiaft K in the other
direction, the cords or straps J will be unwound from it, a,llomng the said hinged rmrt of the sail bed-bnttom

to settle back, as desired: |
- This construction allows the head part of the bed-bottom to be raised or lowered little or much, to f"h‘l"l rre

‘the position of the invalid without dlsturbmrr him in the least.

I claim as new, and desire to.secure by. Lettel Patent—

‘The bedstead, constructed as described, and consisting of the side-rails B strips D, end-rails C, po%tg A,
slats F, having pins G, springs E, hinged section P H, also provided with spring-slats ¥ E G, avins I, straps J;
shaft K, ratchet and pawl-M N, :md crank L, when said side-rails B.are provided ou the-innek face with rruidc: |
f01 the ends of the spunn*-bhts F all arranged and Qpemtmrr as set forth. ~ | | |

| | WILLIAM L. THOMAS.

Witnesses: |
‘Davizn 8. Davis,

Reese ROBERTS.
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