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TO ALL WIHOM IT MAY CONCERN
Be it known that" I JOSEPH H, SIMMOHS ef the mty and eeunty of - Phlladelphle, armrd State of Pennsyl- :

vania, have invented a new and useful Improved Spool-Stdnd ; and I do hereby declare the following to be a
clear and exact. deserlptmn of the nature thereof, sufficient to enable others skilled in the art to which my inven-
“tion appertains to fully understand and use'the seme, reference being had to the aceempmymg drawings, makmg

part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the device illustrating my- invention.

Figure 2 is a detached view, showing the operation thiereof, and'exposing the spools.

Similar letters of reference indicate corresponding parts in the two figures.

My invention is.a novel stand for supporting or holding spools on 'ﬁhleh thread of any kind4s wound ; and
1t consists in a closed chamber or case for ceneealmg the spools; so constructed that it may be opened by merely

- pressing its sides, and thereby allow access o its ‘interior, for v1emng, replemshmg, or removing the spools.

This case is mounted ofi spring-arms, secured to a standard rising from a suitable base, which arms follow
the motion of sides of the case, as they are compressed and expand again, and thus support the case at all times.
" The spools are hung or held on rods arranged within the case, but eperated on the outside thereof, all as
mll be hereinafter more fully deserlbed
~ In the drawings, A represents a base or rest, of proper form, and of weight eultable to euppert the stand,
and prevent its overturning.. |

From the centre of the base there rises a eta.nderd B, having its lower end screwed into the base, A, and+ -
its upper end supporting a eurved strip, C, of steel or ethér elastic material. This strip is bent into semicircular
or arched form, resting, at its middle point or crown, on the standard B, and having its two free ends, a, facing -
upwards Each of these ends has secured to it a pin, b, which pins pemt toward each other.- |

D represents the spool-case or.chamber. Itis constructed of a series of strips, E, of elliptical ferm, and
of pastebeard sheet metal, or ‘other suitable material. These strips are sewed or united to each other from end’

to end, so as to close np and form & hollow elliptical-shaped body, with many sides.

The first and last-strips will each have one side free; but these two sides meet when the series is sewed or-

| -umted together, as stated, and cause the body to present the appearance of an entirely-closed chamber, without -
“an entrance or outlet, but; so.soon as the sides of the case are compressed, the strips yield to a certain extent,
~and force the free ends of the first and last strips to recede from each other, and thus form a mouth ox opening,

by which access is had to the interior of the case or chamber D.
~ The sides of the case are formed by the junction of the pemted ends of the elllpt.eel-sheped strips B
F-representsa series of rods or pintles, which pass, threugh the strips E, into the body, D. These rods
or pintles are about as long 2s the width of the case D, and have thelr free ends preJeet beyond the case, and
terminate in'a small knob or handle, to facilitate the eperat:en of screwing the pintle.into place.
G represents ordinary spools, for holding silk, thread, or cord of any deseription. They are merelj peésed:
over the pintles F, and freely rotate thereon. : ®
One end of each -rod 1is. eupperted by the strips E, and the other end is cut with eerew-threads, ¢, ‘Whlch

~enter eerrespendmg threads of a nut, d, secured to the inner face of the case D.

~ In order to insert the spools, the case is opened by compressing the sides, as previously described, and the
spools introduced and slipped over the'rods ', whose inner ends are then screwed into place, thereby retaining

the epee]s withiin the case, but allowing thelr free rotation.

On mthdrawmg the pressure from the sides of the case, the latter will close up at enee, and- eemplete]v |
enclose the spools.”

A scries of apertures, f, is made in ‘the strips, and | eyeleted in the usual manner The ends of the silk

or thread are passed thlzough these apertures, which are the means by which the thread is withdrawn or fed from

the epeele.
A sufficient quantity of the thread 'is cat’ off when needed, antl the end left hanging ready for the next
ﬁupp]y | - )
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It will be seen that the free or euter ends of the rods or pmtlee allow the cerreepeudmg gide of the case D
te slide freely over them when the case is compressed, and to return likewise when pressure is mthdrewn |

The case is mounted upon the spring C by means of the pins 5, which enter or pierce the middle of the
eldee of the case, and form the journals or bearings for the case; and it is allowéd to rotate on its bearings, in
- order to bring the ends of the various threads respectively before the eyes of the.person deelrmg them.
The “junctions of the pointed ‘ends of the pieces E, which form. the sides-of the case I, are covéred by
‘rosettes or eqitivalent devices, e, 5o as to.afford a etronger bearing for the case, and to eeneeel the stitches at
said ends.

~ The strips or sheets mey be covered with various-colored cloth, or be ethermse ornamented as desired.

Wheti the casé is.to be opened, the fingers, are apphed and the pressure exerted against the ends of the'
sprmg C and the sides of the case. . Consequently the spring will keep the journals or pins 4 in place, and pre-
vent the case or chamber from becemmg detached from its bearings. So soon as the fingers are withdrawn, the
“body expende laterally, and bears egamst the spring, and réturns it to its first position.. o -

. Tt will be noticed that the spools are not exposed, and do not interfere with each other. Eech thread is
run off through the- aperture selected for it, and is mdependent in its motion:~ When the threede are no longer
needed, the epeele remain on the pintles, and are not in the way, as is the case with those thrown leeeely in the
| werk-besket. The threads do not become entangled and are not liable to fude from exposure.

A pin-cushion, I, mey be placed ereund the etenderd B to rest on the base, A, and thle will edd to the B
ueefulnese of my invention." | |

I thus produce an ornamental, simple, and- practical. dewce, which can be eheeply and qulekly eonetrueted

Having thus described my Invention, Wha.t I-claim as new, and desire to secure by JLietters Patent, is— -

- 1. The eembmatmn of the body D, spool-spindles F, arms C, and support A B, eubetantlelly as desenbed -'

for the purpose epeelﬁed
2. The spring C, eupperl:mg the cleeed body A, when eonstrueted and operetmg eubetentlally %3 deserlbed

~ for the purpose specified.
To the above, 1 ha.ve exgned my name, this twenty-elghth dey of Februery, 1868

J. H. SIMMONS.
Wltneeees; | - | |
C. W. SHOWAKER,
- Wu. A. WIEDERSHEIM.
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