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WILLIAM JORDAN, OF GALENA, ILLINOIS.

 Letters Patent No. 16,463, dated April T, 1868,

STILT-SKATE.
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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM JORDAN, of Gralena, in the county of Jo Daviess, and State of Illinois, have
'~ invented a new and improved Stllt-Skate and I do hereby declare that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description thereof, which will enable. thoﬂe skilled in the art to make and use the same; reference belng had to.
the accompanying drawings, forming part of -this specification. .

My invention relates to improvements in stilt-skates, and consists in the construction of them, as will be
hereinafter described, whereby the clevated shoe is jointed to the vertical connection of the runner and the
sapport for the leg, in a manner to make a very convenient, light, and graceful stilt-skate. On reference to
the dramngs——-' | -

Figure 1 represents a side view of my lmproved skate, attqched to the leg of' a skater.

Figure 2 is a front view of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corresponding parts. .-

a represents the runner of a skate, to which the vertical supports b are pivoted, near the rear end of the
‘same, and which are distended as they rise up to the foot:piece ¢, which is supported. between them by a rod
running through them and through the foot-piece near the heel. d is a connecting-rod, joining the toe of the
runner with the toe of the faot—plcce, in a manner {o always pleserve a parallel 1ela.t10n of the foot-piece with
the runner. |

The. vertical supports & have pr olougat1011s, b, neally to the helght of the knee, embracing the lee on both_
sides. f1is a strap, whereby they are secured to the leg at the top. e e are'straps f'or.b_ur.klmrr the f:_:not -piece
~ to the foot, as-in skates of ordinary construction. |

All the joints of the supports, with the shioe and runner, admit of oscillation similar to the action of the
ankle-gomts of the human body, and for the same purpose. The lateral or side strain, which would be very
great on the ankle-301nts in the use of a stilt-skate without the prolongation of the vertical supports above the
foot-piece, is, in my improved skate, avoided by that arrangement,

By the use of stilt- skates a very much greater speed may be attained by the. skater; besides, the amuse-
ment is more pleasing, graceful, and exciting.

Having thus fully described my invention, what L claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A skate, having the runner and f'oot-mece umted by a JOIHtEd connectlon, substantially s and for the
purpose specified.

2. The combmatmn of the runner a, suppmts b and d, and foot- p1ece C subsmntmll.y as and for the pulpﬂse
described. |

8. The combination of the runner a, supports & and d, foot-piece c, and vertical e\tensmns b’ b’ of supporis
b, and strap f, as deseribed.

The a.bwe spemﬁcatwn of my invention signed by me, thls ' ~ day of - , 1868. N
WILLIAM JORDAN.

-Witnesses: .
JOSEPH H ‘BARRY,
WILLIAM PEARCE.
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