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THOMAS H. WIBLD OF QUINCY _ILLIN_.’OIS.

Letters Petent No. 46 282 dated Mareh 31, 1868. . )

IMPROVEMENT IN CORN-PLANTER, u

The 5_:11213111_# referee to in fhese 3#&@”%#@ m. making part of the sume,

~

Be it known that I, THom4s H. WiBLE, of the city of Qumey, in the eeunty of Adams, and State ef Illinois
. have invented a néw and usefnl machine for dropping and. planting corn, which I call “The Gem Corn-Dropper

“and Planter;” a.nd I do hereby declare that the followiag. isa full, clear, and exact deeempuen of the construc- - |
tion and operation of the same, referenee hemg had te the accompanying drawmﬂ'e, making part of thrs specifi-

| eatlen,. in which— -

- Figure 1 ig a-front view,
 Fi igure 2 a side view,.
. Figure 8 a vertteal section-of ﬁg 2, in the line # z,- ‘and
‘Figure 4 a top view of tha.rods. and Jevers used.to. communicate motion to the several parts.

. The machine is a “hand- planter,” congtrudted, arranged, and operated as hereinafter "described, for the
"purpese of dep031tmg grams ef ‘corn or other seed in separate heles, at fixed dlstenees, in each hill, with ease

and certam ty.

‘@ and b are b:furcated Jawe, connected near their lower extremities by méans of plates p ', in which the

"Jaﬁf b'is pivoted.- The points &! a* and &' 32, which” enter the ground, are plated with. metal on their outsides,
-.and are bevelled on their interior ~surfaces, so0 as to ﬁn teﬂether when closed. - They also have concavities to

'. dlreet the course ef the eeed

Two et‘ner pairs.of jaws, c~d and e f, are. plaeed one on each side of a b, and at’ Tight angles therets, in
suck: a watiner that- their points, when closed, shall be in the same plane, and their relative positions those

of the angles of a equa.re. The jaws ¢ and ¢ are fixed, pa.ra.]lel to each other, to the edge of a, by means of

the cross-bars m m’.. The jaws a, ¢, and ¢, and their appurtenances, may be: cenmdered relatively to b, d, and
J; as the stationary parts of the machme, and the latter as the movable parts.
Handles & -A" are attachéd to the upper ends of a and } in any convenient.manner, but when arranged as

'ehown in the drewmgs, eenferm to the nat:ura.l position ef the-hands, and enable them to operate the meehme_
:_wnheut undue strain upen the wrists. - -

- A seed-box or reservoir, {4, is fixed. to the j jaw a, having a dropping-slide, s, of the full width of its'botte"in
p.aeemu' freely through horizontal elets. This ‘slide, in the present instance, has four- cenveylnrr-helee 0, of
a size suitable to carry one grain of ¢ dorn or other seed, and'is attached by a hook or hmged fastening to the
Jaw b. When b is separated from a to ita’fullest extent,.the slide s is drawn out of the box 7, bringing t'ne holes

lmmedlately over the upper end of the four tubes ¢, -which: lead: respeetwely to the lower portions of the jaws
- ab, cd, and ef. The back of the box ¢ is- removed. | in fig. 2, for the purpose of showing four cut-off slides, I,
Tet into the thlckness of the jaw a, and’ held ‘down by light spiral springs. The funetlen of these slides is to

prevent the passage of more than one grain ia" ‘each hole, but-if by accident two grains should get wedged
into_one hole, or-thé corn should get edgeways, or be of extra size, they yield and let it pass, thus prevent-
ing jamming or ngury to the machine. | ,

. A guard,.g, is secured above the ‘holes. 0,.t0 prevént waste, should any grains pass eeeldentelly beyond
the holes. A stop-block, n, is fixed on ‘the .inside of a, to prevent the tops of @ and b from appreeehmg 00

closely. Theslide 8 can be substituted by others with sets of- holes suitable for different kinds of grain., The

movement of the jaw & from or tewarde the statmnary Jﬂ-W a gives motion to a eyetem of crank- levers, u and
v,-and rods z,.shown in fig. 4 in-both positions, which cause ‘the .movable jaws d and ¥ to assume, respeetwely,
in relation tc the stationary jaws, ¢ and N l;he same relative position that & assumes towards a, and at the same

time. I thus, by meaus of the movement gwen by, the hand of the operator to the jaw 5, cause the four pairs_

of - pemts to open or close simultaneously..

Ameng the important. advantages reahzed in thlB machine i le, the planting of each grain of seed in a sepa-
rate hele, at & certain fixed distance from the others in the same’ hill, therehy prevent;mtr the most advanced
stalks from erewdmw and impeding the development of tltese in the same hill which may germinate later th'm
the:others. -

In eperetlen the planter is grasped in both- hende by the hendle's k. aand b are separated a grain of

- seed dr ops iuto each tube, antd passes down to the lower portion of the jaws; _whleh being.closed, prevent them

from passing through. It is.then thrast vertlca.lly into’ the ground to a proper depth the hands are brought

-,
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together openmg the Jaws.. Wldemng the bottnm of the holes made by the pomts,‘and droppmﬂ' the s.eed therein.
The hands are drawn apart after the peints leave the grnund causing four other grains to pass down. The
man advances, and the operation is repeated for the next hill. - The walls of the holes: bemg vertlca,l or nearly

so,.when the points are lifted out, they will naturally fall in and cover the'seed.

" What I ¢laim as my invention, and desire to-secure by Letters Patent 1§ | |
. A hand-plantér, constructed and. arranged substantlally in the manner described, so as ‘to deposxt four-
gra.m.s of corn or other seed in one hill, ea;ch in & separate hale, and at ﬁxed dlstances from each other, by ons

THOMAS H WIBLE

Witnesses:

I N. Moxrnris,
'MarY A. -MORRIS.
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