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Leti:‘e:r's Patent No. 76,187, dated Mareh 31, 1868.
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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Be it known that I, Npreyram L. Hlarod, of Cape Ehmbeth, in the county of Cumberland, and State of
Maine, have invented a new and useful Improved Meat-Chopper; and I hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact Elescrlptmn thereof, which will enable others to make and use my invention, 1efelence
being had to the accompanying drawings, fmmmr:r part of this specification, in wmch—-—-

Figure 1 shows an end .elevation. -

" Figure 2 is a side elevation of the same.

The object of my invention is to supply a simple and effective device for cutting or chopping meat and other
articles of like nature. "In hotels and large eating and boarding-houses such a utensﬂ is of great benefit. Those
in common use are complicated and co*:.thr, and are bo*h lizble to beceme out of repair, and also quite difficult
to keep clean while in working condition.

- The description of the ﬁn'ul es is as follows: At 'a, fig. 1,is shown the frame of the cutter, which moves upon
tracks b, on the outside of the tray e. Tmourrh this frame a, at. d, i3 passed a shaft, ¢, to one end of which is
attached a crank, 7, and . to the 0the1 a large sared wheel, ¢ g. This wheel g meshes into a smaller cear, A,
which drives the knife, by means of the c,m,fﬂ{-mmft i; attached to the jointed driving-arm j. ~This arm is passed
through the bur %, to give increased steadiness, and the knife 7 plays through aslot in a guide- frame, m, attached
to the main frame @, and moving with it, by which means the knife is memed from all remnants of the meat,
&e., which would otherwise cling t6 the blade, but which, by the operation of this device, fall back into tlie
tray. Steadiness is given to the motion of the machine by a balance-wheel, n, attached to the crank-shaft. By
means of the handle o, on the frame «, it can be moved as desired, carrying with it the knife and the gears.

The onemtlon of my invention is as follows: Gu asp the handle o, and give revolution to the erank f, moving
with it the gears and knife; at a greater or less degree of speed, as may be desired. Move the frame a along
‘the tracks on the tray, by means Oi the handle, over every portion of the meat, &e., until it is chopped as ﬁne_
as may be wished. The frame, gears, &e., may be vemoved entirely from the tray when not in use, if desired.
| In order to render. the whole operation antom atie, I make an atta,f;hmeﬁt to the frame a, whlch I will now
deseribe. | |

A shaft, p, passes thmutrh the lower: Pqitlﬂ"l of the frame, having at ene eud a ratchet, g A pawl, r, i3
attached eccentrically to the balance-wheel i, and passes through a spring guiding-arm s. This moves the
ratchet g one tooth for every revolution of the balance-wheel, aml the ratchet 1mp1rtb such motion to the shaft
. A catch-pawl, ¢, keeps the vatchetin place, and retains it theve. To the ghaft p is attached a cord, havlng |
at one ond a ring, », which is placed over a post; w, at-one end of the tray.

The operation is as follows: When the wheels are revolved, the pawl » moves the rateliet, which revolves
the shaft, and windsup the cord w. This draws the frame, gears, and knife forward longitudinally over the
tray, on the rails 5, without any assistance from the handle.. When the frame has thus travelled the length of
the tray, and the cord is wound up, the ring v is removed from the post by the winding of the cord hftmfr it
therefrom. The frame may be then qlmged D&Cn to the opposite end of the tray, the cmd unwound, and the
operation repeated. | '

What I claim as my invention, aud desire to securs by Lettels Pfu:em:

1. The sliding frame @, with craunk f, haft e, gears g A; erank-shatt 4, meted driving-rod j, Dbalance-wheel
n, and handle o,.in combination with therailed tray, substantially as described.

2. The sliding frame a, with the shafts ¢ and 4, crank f, geavs & ¢, knife & and jointed rod 7, in conjunction
with wheel =, pawl 7y snrmrr-wd 5, pawl ¢, mwh t g, shafi p, cord w, und post, all in combination with the railed
tray, as-and for the purposes sct forth. - | -

NEHEMIAH L. HATCH.

Witnesses:
W, H. CiirroRrp,
- WM. FRANE SEAVEY.
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