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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

HENRY M. STOW, OF SAN FRANCISCO, GALIFORNIA.

IMPROVED STRE

ET-PAVEMENT. _' .

] Spaciﬁcation fdi:‘ming part of Letters Patent N 0. '7_4',_862, dated Februarj 25, 1863,

Lo all whom it may concern: !
Be it known that T, HENRY M. STOW, of
San Francisco, in the county of San Fran-
cisco and State of California, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Street-Pave-
ments; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description -
thereof, reference being had to the aecompa-
nying drawing, forming a part of this speciii-
-cation, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon. - T S
The nature of my invention consists in driv-
ing down into a foundation-bed of sand or |
loose earth tiers of wedge-shaped wooden
blocks, with spaces bLetween said. tiers filled
with gravel, ashereinafter more fully set forth.
In the accompanying drawings, Figurel is |
a section of my pavement completed, shown
in perspective; and Fig. 2 is a side elevation of
a section of said pavement in process of con-.
struction. . | R |
A A, Figs. 1 and 2, are wooden . blocks as
they stand in-the completed pavement, their
lower ends being made in wedge form, by lev-
eling -one side only, and said wedge-shaped
ends driven down into the foundation-bed of
sand or earth. Bis a gravel packing between
the tiers of wooden blocks. A’A’, Fig. 2, are
similar wooden blocks, as set inprocess of con- |
~structing the pavement, before being driven
down into the foundation-bed; and B’ is a
space between the tiers of blocks, to be filled
with gravel, or sand and gravel. C C are re-
‘movable strips to be used in constructing the
pavement, but forming no part thereof when
finished. These strips are placed between the
_tiersof paving-blocksin constructing the pave--
- ment, simply to keep said tiers a proper dis-
tance apart in straight rows,-and the blocks:
in a true vertical position. They are made in
two parts, of wedge form, lapping together, as
- 13 clearly shown in the drawings, to facilitate
‘their withdrawal from between the tiers of
blocks when the latter are driven home.
These strips may be made of wood or metal. |
The paving-blocks may be about three inches
thick, from six to ten inches long, (or deep,) |
and of any desired width; but I do not limit
myself to any specific dimensions. The re-
movable strips should be about one inch thick.
To prepare the street for the putting dawu*l

of this pavement, it should first be filled witly

‘& bed of sand or loese-earth, fo within, say,
five Inches of the desired top of the pavement,

(but varying according to the length of the
paving-blocks to be used,) and then graded to

-correspond with the desired arch or crown ot
the pavement. The sand-or earth should be'

thoroughly saturated with water. Then the
paving-blocks, with the intervening remova-
ble strips, are placed as shown in the draw-

Ings—first, a tier of wedge - shaped blocks
across the street, from curb to curb, and then
a tier of strips, (which may be of any conven- -

ient length,) and so on alternately, a tier ot -
blocks and a tier of strips, until a section of,
say, ten feet or more of the pavement i:as

‘been thuslaid. The blocks are then driven
down evenly with a Lheavy beetle or ram mer,

until a firm foundation is made by the pack:
Ing of the sand or earth effected by the wed o
shape of the blocks. The section ot pavement,
before driving down the blocks, should be se-
cured, by proper means, against spreading as
the blocks are driven down. The paving:-
blocks are to be so constructed and set in

the pavement that the grain of the wood wiil

be vertical. When the said blocks.are prop-
erly driven down, the removable strips are to
be withdrawn, and the spaces between the
tiers of blocks are to be filled with clean gravel,
the pebbles averaging, as near as may be,

from one-fourth to one inch in diameter, the
sald gravel to be well packed by rammer and

swage. Or, instead of filling said. spaces

with all gravel, they may be filled to within

about an inch and a half of the top of the
biocks with sand well packed in with rammer
and swage, and the residue of the space filled
with gravel, as aforesaid. When the pave-

‘ment is thus completed, the whole surfice.
should be subjected to a boiling-hot coating

of coal-tar and asphaltum, or oil and asphul-
tum, or any other kind of suitable pitchy sul-

stance, and then covered with a thin layer ot

coarse sand or very fine gravel. The blocks,
before being put down in the pavement, may

be saturated with, coal or gas tar, or any liqg-

uid hydrocarbon, or other resinous substance

which will tend to preserve the wood from

dec&y_ B . g f o o
Having thus fuily deseribed my invention,
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with the method of carrying it into {,l’ﬁ,(,t what | and grav el, sub::.mntmlly as- shown and de-
[ claim as my invention, and desire to securu seribed, . | |
by Letters Y'atent, is— - | N Y AT QIaTRe
A pavement (‘:mnposod of tiers 0[ wedﬂe- ]U{“} RY M. SLO“ '
shaped wooden blocks, driven into a founda- - Witnesses : -

- tion-bed of sand or euth with spaces Dbe-  R. H. DUELL
tween said tiers packed mth gravel, or sand Jo J. (“oomss
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