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IMPROVEMENT IN SLIDE-BLOCK LASTS.

a-rirain

The Sd}thnlenftmh fo i fhese etters Hutent awd making part of 1he same,

e

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CO"\TCERIN

Be it known that I, Purnie A. NewmaLL, of Lynn, in the county: of Essm and State of Massachusetts,
have invented an Improvement in Slide-Block Lasts; and I do her eby declarve that the following, taken in con-
neetion with the drawings which ¢ accompany and form parh of this spec:ﬁca 107, 1S descnptmu of my im*ention-
sufficient to enable those skilled in the art to practise it. | "

In that class of boct-lasts known as ““slide-block lasts,”” in w hich c one block is used In common for-a sct or
series of lasts, the block usually extends out to or nearly to the toc of the last, the upper and lower surfaces
of the block meeting at an angle at the lower end of the blnck, this anrulur edge being ﬂush with the upper
surface of the last below the block. | | L

In ma,Lmrr boots upon these Iasts, much dlﬂiculty is eﬂtpcrlenced in keepmg the block in place, its tcndcncy_-:
being to work buC]\. when the upper (in lasting) is drawn around the toc and over the inner sole, lewmrr the toe’
mth a ‘diminished fullness, and injuring the shape and fullness of the boot at the toe.

- Various methods haye been (prior to iy invention) devised for sccuring these bloeks in place, but, so far
as I know, they are all impracticable, or are not efficient for ho]dlnrr the block securely in position.

The object of my invention is to so apply the slide-block to thelast or to so construct the block and last, that
no direct end-pressure can come against the point of the block to force it from position, and my invention consists
in constructing for a slide-block Inst a block ‘which not only has a tongue which fits and slides in a guide-groove
in the Upper surface of the last, but which is also constructed with an abutting face at its lower end or pmnt
which fuce fits against and is stopped by a check or shoulder, made by cutting d{mn info the top of tho last just
above the toe, the point of the block being covered or protected by the currcapondmg face on the last.

The' drawings represent.alast embodying my invention, A showing a side view of thc same; B, an end
- view; G, a lonrrltudmal central section; D, a cross-section, on the line z 2. |

a denotes he body or main portion of the last-; &, the block, which, like ordmfny slide-blocks, fits upon a
flat face, ¢, made on the last, and has a tonﬂ'ue, d, (made dave-talhnﬂ in cross-section,) sliding in a corresponding
groove, ¢, in the last. -~ As usually constructed, the bottom face of the block & continues df}WIl to the toc of the
last, as denoted by dotted lines at A and. C, such construction involving the difficulties above set forth. Instead
of such formation, I make the toe of the last full or solid, as scen at A, B, and C, and cut down into the top
‘surface of the last above the toe, so as to make a square shpuldcr or face, . Then I make the slide- bIocL
sherter, by the distance from the point on the toe at which the bottom face of the last would sirike the outer
surface of .the last, back to the shoulder f, and ‘give to its lower cnd, g, a thickness corresponding to the depth
of such shoulder, tho conteur of the block, at- thc shoulder, of ¢ourse merging into that of the adjacent part of
the last, and cach last of the set, to which the block 2 ﬁts, being made mth a shoulder or check, £, correspond-
ing cxactly with the end face of thé block 4. | |

i It will readily be seen that, when a boot is lasted upon a last having a slide- block of th:s conshuctlon no
end-pressurc can come upon thc block when the toe-part of the upper is dmwn over the last, and henee all boots
made upon any one last will have a perfectly uniform fullness at the toc, and no trouble is caused to the work-
man from any tendeney of the block to slip back, this tendency being entively obviated by the eheek in the Jast.

By this construction all other fastenings are dispensed with, i tongue and groove d e, and the 5{1114 {d
point g, protected by the shauldcrf, being a check against all improper movement of the block. |

I claim, in eombination with a slide- blocL fitted by tongue. and groove to slide upon the last, the square
face or point g to abut against the shoulder fin the Iqst to be ther chy pwtectcd trom slipping IJJC&? substan-

tially as set forth.

PHILIP A NEWHE_LLL;

Witnesses: -
J. B. Croszy,
Fraxcis Gouwp.
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