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o TO ALL WHOM IT MAY GONCERN

Be it known that I, Frarxers C. SEBRING, of Hoboken, in the eeunty of Hudson, and State of N ew J ersey,

o heve invented a cerfain new "and useful Apparatus for Indoor Recreation, which I eall Parlor Baee-Bell andl
- do hereby declare that the fellewmg is a full and exact description thereof. | -

- The game is an almost exact imitation,’in miniature, of the pepuler Amerrcan ﬁeld-o'ame ef be.se-ball.‘

@mtrh %tatw ‘Eatrnt @fftrr

FRANCIS C SEBRING OF HOBOKEN NEW JERSEY

Lettere P.-:rtent Na 74 154 deted Febmary 4 1868 antedated Janﬂary 23 1868

- APPARATUS _ror.- PLAYING 'PARLORI BASE-BALL.

The Schewule reftrrrh to ‘iur ﬂgi;se ?stttrs ;’@aiﬂd A making part of tt;m sm. '

For a field, T. empley a board of convenient size to be laid on thetable, or supported on the knees of the players,

~ and for a ball, T use, by preference, one of the thick nickel coins of the denomination of “one cent,’ ' issued by
- the United States Government in and about the year 1860. The gamse is intended for two players, eaeh of whom

controls the movements of all the “men”’ upon one side.” The coin is ‘““pitched”’ by a mechanism adjusted and

| Ieentrelled by the player whose side is in the field, and is batted or struck at. by a mechanism operated by the

The several men may be represented by any snitable small ebJeete I prefersmall

~ pieces nreely turned, e.nd reeembhn in their general style, the pawns commonly used in the game of chess.
- I will first describe what I eeueider the best means of carrymn' out my invention, and will afterwarde a
h 'dcsemee the points which I believe to be new. - | |
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player whose side is “in.

The eeeempenyrng dremnge form a part ef this epeerﬁcatron
- Figure 1is a plan view. |
Figure 2 is a central leneltudmal section,
- Figures 8 and 4 show one of the eprmge, detae‘hed from the main apparatus
Similar letters of- reference indicate like parts in all the figures.

A is the board, and A' a moulded border. B is apiece of brass or ether suitable materml adapted to trav—

erse in the guide A2 and drawn forward by the sprmg C. Its upper extremity, BY, traverses in the slot a, -

nrovided in the board A. Ag it meves forward, in obedience to the sprmg C, its ferx\ard end is’ deﬂected by

- contact of the inclined portion, B% with the frent edge of the slot @, so that the acting portion, B, smke, oris S
- withdrawn down into the board, allowing the coin to pass freeljr over the upper surfaee of the slot @, fn case =
it should ‘be so struck by the bat as-to slide it, in that direction. D-i s the operating-cord. - It passés out’
through a hole, 4}, in the mouldleg Al, and is epera.ted by the player who is in the field. - -In order to pitchthe
ball, by which name the coin may be deewnnted the.cord D is pulled, s0 as to draw,,.ba,ck the piece B and extend
‘the spring C. The coin is then placed in fzent of it, either eentrelly in front, as represented by the red circle. -

': :'- in fig. 1, or a very. little to one side or the other, eeeerdme as if is desired by the player to: “pitch the ball. The -

cord D may be released cither suddenly or gredually, a.nd the coin will be projected with prepertrenate force. -
~ E is a bat, turning on the shaft e, and running in close prex:tmty to-the upper face of the board A. On the
. lower end of the shaft ¢ are two arms, ¢* and ¢ ‘The arm ¢! is drawn back by the epung &, and tenda to hold .~
~ the bat E in the position indicated by the red lines, A eord H, is attached to the arm ¢* and passes out through

IIZ o & hole in the casing A', and is operated by the player whe i3 “m In preparlng to receive the hall fmm l;he o

............

pitcher, the cord H is pulled, and the bat I is drawn into the pes:tlon indic¢ated in black outhnes in fig. 1. As o

. the ball is received, the cord H is liberated, and the bat R swings round, turning on the centre e. Mueh ekill B
~ may be exercised in effecting this simple operation. - The suddenness with which the cord is released determines
- the velocity with which the bat B turns upon its centre, and the time at which it is released, reletwely to the

motion of the ball, determines the position of the bat at the moment of its impact with the ball. Thus, if itis

"~ released early, it will receive the ball nearly in theposition shown by theé red lines, and will send it in the direc-
tion indicated by the red arrow; while, if it'is released late, it will receive’ the ball neerly in the peeltlen indi-
~ cated by the black lines, and will send it in the direction indicated by the black arrow. A medium timing of
the inovement will send it at the various angles intermediate between these. . II, &c., are cavities, made, by . .
'-_preferenee, quite through the board, and stopped on the lower surfaco by a- ‘plate of metu.l or other suitable -
“material, as mdieated by . These cavities receive the ball when it is projected with the rlgh‘ force in the rrght '
o drre.ctmn The stopping of the ball in either of these cuvities, indicates that the ball is caught by the man who
s eunpesed to be there stationed. A red circle in fig. 1, indicating that:the ball, after being struck by the bat,
~_has lodged in the position represented, indicates that the ball has been caught b‘v the second-base man, ind the
. man whe is suppesed to have made the stroke iy thereupen decla.red to he out b can make the cavities I serve
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by giving them very little depth, by smply providing the further or back edwe of each mth a raised rim. Thls
rim may be made of metal or any sther suitable material, and should extend. haif 1ound, as 1n‘dlcated by the
blue outline I/, at the centre- ﬁeld position in fig. 1. It should be of such height as to effectuaily stop the ball
as it is projected. past it; but it is well to sink the edrres, so that the ball striking there may not stop, but may
be simply deflected. upwmd and allowed to pass on. J J are spots on the Surfa,ce of the board. They repre-
. sent throws by the men in the field. When the bat sends the ball so that it stops in a position either entirely
or partially to-cover one of the spotsJ, it gives the player who is in the ﬁeld a privilege, ag follws He may
‘place the ball on any one base, thus putting out the man who must make thaf base. The game may be played _
according to any rule dictated by local custom, or OthE‘,‘lWle‘, but I will deseribe it as if phyed in accordance

- with'the rules now generally approved in this locality, which require that three of the men shall be put out
befﬂre the entire side is out, when the board is turned round, or the players e'{chmtre positiens, the plﬂyer who
-was originally playing the side which was in the field, taking the opposite position, and playing the part-of the
s:de which is in. Returning to the de:crlptlon of the spots and their functions, it will be observed that there

are two of the spots which hme an internal circle, and one which has two internal cireles. The stopping of the
ball, partially or entlrely, upon either of these, entitles the phyer who is in the field to still ;greater privileges,
as follows: If the ball stops upon either of the spots which has one internal circle, it entitles him to place the
ball upon two. bases in succession, and thus he may have.the privilege, under some circumstances, of putting
out two men. If the ball stops partlally or -entirely upon that’ spot J which has two. tpternal circles, the ball
may be placed successwely on any three of the bases, thus giving the chance, under some circumstances, of
putting out three men. K X K K are areas on the extreme verge of the board, bounded by arcs of circles, as
repr esented. When the ball stops, covering any portion of these areas, it gives the player who is in the privis
lege of mal.«.mg a ‘“‘home-run,’ completmg the runs: of all the men who are upon either of the bases, and also
allowmu the ‘“striker’ '—the man who is supposed to have made the 1ucky stroke—to pass successwely the first,

second, and third bases, and to reach the- home-base. L is a moving casing, pivoted to the board at the point [,

so that'it may be turned about in various positions. M is a slide, h-wmﬂ' a vounded head, as represented, and
'adapted to-be drawn back by the thumb-piece m, when it is forced outward by the spring N, which is enclosed

~ in the casing, and turns with it. This’ mechanism, L, M, N is, under mdmary circumstances, turnied out of the

way, s indicated by the black outlines of fig. 1, but is liable to be put in use very frequently, by the call of the
player who is in. Whenever the latter mshea to change the position of either of the men from one base to
another, without having struck the ball, he notifies the opp051te player of the fact, mdicatmn' which man he
chooses to make the run, of couise the‘reby indicating the base next succeeding, Wh:ch base he mtends he shall
- make. In such case, the player who is in the field may swing the casing L into position, and drawing back the

_Ellde M, he places the ball'in front of it, and projects it with such skill as he can command. Ifhe can succeed
in leavmg the ball in that cavity I which represents the corresponding base-man, the man who ‘was to make that
~ base is pronounced out. If the ball does not stop in that cavity I, the base is made, the man is left standing
on the coveted base, and the pitching and batting of the ball are resumed

‘Having now fully described my invention, and the manner in which it should be used; whai I claim as new,
and desire to secure by Letters Patent is as follows: | .

‘1. I claim the partm]]y—revolﬂnw bat B, arranged as represented, moving close to the upper surface of the
board ‘A, and operated at the will of the player, so ds to allow the striking of. the ball in the geveral different
positions, and with the several dlﬂ'erent eﬁ'ects, accordmn- to the skill of the player, substantlally as herein
get forth. S o .

- 2.1 ¢laim the spring G, in combination mth the partlally-revolwnﬂ bat E upon a parlor base*ball board,
and adapted to move the bat as the operating-cord H'is released, substantially as herein set forth.

‘8. I'claim the automatic pitcher B, mounted.on a parlor base-ball board, and adapted to praject the ball at
several angles approximating to the right dlrectwn at the will and ‘according to the skill of thn player, sab-
| Btantmlly as herein specified. o . |

4. I claim the descending motion, in combmmlo*l with the forward motion of the pitcher, by which t]lf‘
- .pltchmg device is carried so low at the termination of its motlon, as to be out of the way of the 1*etur11mg ball,

5. I claim the semi-rims I/, arranged relatively to the cavities I, or the. corresponding-marked spaées in
‘Whlch the ball is to be stopped in passing, substantially as and for the purpose herein set forth.

6. I claim the. ﬁwwelhnw-case L and its attachments, mounted on a parlor hase- ball homrd zmd ﬂ,uapted to
| Operate relatlvely theretn, substantmlly as hereinspecified. |

I‘RA\TGIS C. SBBhING

'Wlfnésses
D. W. STLTSO”"{
-~ YW. C. Dzy.
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