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IMPROVEMENT IN WETTING OR WIPING-INSTRUMENTS FOR SLATES, &c.

The Sihevule referrsl o in these Detters Patent anb neking et of fhe sume,
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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Be it known that T, W. T. FrY, of. the city, county, and State of New York, have invented an Improved
Wetting and Wiping-Instrument; and I do hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, and exact déscrip-
tion of the same. veference being had to the accompanying drawing,.and to the letters-of reference marked
thereon. | | | | | o '

My invention consists in the combination of & water-vessel and two sponges, one communicating with and
the. othér frae from contaet with the water, as described hereafter. By this means the drving of & surface wet
from the use of the moist sponge is rapidly effected by the dry sponge.

In order to enable others to make and use my invention, I will proceed to describe its construction and

operation, reference heing had to the accompanying drawing; which forms a parf of this specification, and

in which— | | | | |
Figure 1 is an exterior view, and . o
Figure 2 a sectional view of my improved wetting and wiping-instrument.

A is a casing, of metal or other suitable material, and consists of two portions, @ .and &, detachable oné
from the other. At tlie outer end of each portion of the casing 1s formed an énlargement, ¢, serving to receive
and confine the sponges B B, as illustrated in the drawing. The portion @ of the casing forms a reservoir for
water, and is open to the point where its enlargement commences, bus is there closed, with the exception of one
or more perforations, throygh which project strands of fibrous material into the chamber of the enlargement..
These strands, as in my former invention, are in contact at their ends with the sponge B, to-which they conduct
& suitable quantity of the water contained within the reservoir a. To the Inner end.of the portion b of the
casing is secured a cork-or other suitable plug; 4, which projects some distance into the reservoir g, thus securely
glosing and confining the water within the same. - |

It will be seen that by the above-described arraugement the sponge B will be constantly supplied with a
guitable quantity of moisture from- the reservoir a, while the sponge B’ .of the portion b of the easing, having
1o communication with the water, will be dry.. This arrangement makes the present instrument more efficient
“for various purposes than my former wetting and wiping-device, which has a moist sponge only, the dry sponge
B’ of the present device serving to rapidly remove moisture from surfaces upon which the wet sponge may have
boen used, This rapid drying is of great advantage, for example, in the case of school-slates. The enlarge-
ments.¢ at each end.of the casing, besides fﬂgming ready means of securely attaching the sponges, are of
advantage in preventing them from- coming in contact with, and thus gathering dust from, any surface upon
which the instsument may be laid when not in mse. 1t will be understood that the sponges B B/ may bhereplaced
by masses of any suitable fibrous material. |

I claim as my invention, and desire to secure by Letters Patent-—

1. An instrument, consisting of a casing’ for containing water, one end of the casing being provided- with
a sponge, or its equivalent, communicating with the water, and the other end with a gponge to which the water
cannot. gain access, the whole being constructed substantially as and for the purpose herein get forth.

9, I claim the enlargements ¢ ¢, at opposite ends of ‘the case, for the purpose specified.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my name to this specification in the-presence of two subscribing witnesses.

WM. T. FRY.

Witnesses:
J. €. FITZPATKIOK,
MATIHEW 1ALY.
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