Yy et L OY.

/\( ' L\:‘j\{\ QHBHYLD.

l. a - t _:.L'h'—-' - .. e .
-‘; . i g A ' >
0 m / ﬂM_{ X o
¢ . 9 0 _’,n“‘ﬁ
24 o} ] .‘.L"'IIA i
{? ﬁ - J“.-ﬂ a
: . e w Y '
1 g H [ b




@nitnh %mm, %atmi @ff%tr. .

“ ILLI\\I . \II(‘H AEL, OF NEW HOLLA\TD PENNSYLVANIA ASSIG\TOR
TO HIMSELF AND- ABRAM SETLRY, OF SAME PLACE

L@tte?s Patent No. 78,543, dated Jam&au 21 1868.

e i~ a—

TMPROVED MEANS FOR STUFFING SEATS.
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The Schodule reforeed fo i fhese Letters Batent mad wahing pat of e sume,
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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY .COX JOERN:

Be it known that I, Winniax B. MicrAEL, of New Htﬂhnd in the county of Lancaster, and St'lte of
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and improved Mode of Stuffing or Producing an Elastic Seat without the
use of springs; and 1 do hereby declare that the following is a full and exact descriptlon thereof, reference
‘being had to the accompanying drawings, making a part of' this specification, in which—

TFigare 1 is a perspective of the under side of a sofa with my appliances in place.

Figure 2, I, the stretching-block or mould; I, the sofa orseat-box or open frame; III, the united covering-
slats; IV shows the top of the seat when stuffed; V, a cross-section of the block Eor L

Figure 3 shows a HlOdlﬁG'tthn by the use of but one central screw instead of two, as shown in fig. 1, used
mth a spring, S, and two bearings in a groove, d, of strip D. | |

The nature of my invention consists in the means employed to produce an elastic seat without the use of -
spiral springs, now univérsally employed for that purpose. |

~ To enable others skilled in the art to make and use my invention, it is only necessary to say that an open
fr ame, A, is made in the usual manner, to form the seat of the desired size. I also form a model:block, By of
the size to fit in the top of the frame A, so as to allow the rounded top, which is- to give shape to the seat, on
top 1V, to project above the frame. This I prop temporarily from below, so that I can ﬁrm]y and smoothly
.str eteh over and tack down to the sides of -the frame the hair, oil-cloth, leather, or other covering to form the
_seat. - This gives to the covering the desired shape of the seat. I now remove my mould-bloclc E by draw-
ing it out of the open frame by turning the box . up. 1 then fill the frame with hair or any elastic’and soft
mateual ‘I have at hand-a series of slats E, parallel to each othel with intervening spaces. ~These are ta.cked
upon cross-pieces, D, so that,unitedly, they fit closely into the box. To prevent the hair or stuffingfrom fallmg
out through the spaces between the slats, a-strip of cloth or muslin is tacked or fastened on the inside of the
strips. the full S12€.. These united slats B D (III) are now laid upon the stuffing, which is simply levelled up and
pressed’ In. I hzue a.t hand the oatm cross-strips. B, ‘with a screw-thread on each side or centrally, where one
serew answen fhe purpose "These ¢ross-strips B are a*:xed on the edrre of the box, or let into the wood,
diréctly over the cross‘strips D which unite the slats. I now introduce the screws O, and by their means press
the slats up, so that the ﬁlhng or stuffing fills up the shaped covering, as formed by the mould-block, of any
desired elevation -or shape. - I find that the united slats and covered box operate somewhat like a bellows; the
- elastic materlal being permeable to the air, expels and draws in the air, apparently, forming an alr-spring
cushion. In short, I avoid the vexatious labor of fixing the spiral springs on nebbmg, and tedious labor of
stuffing out to shape the seat, and then produce an elastlc seat through which springs are not felt, in repose;
~and besides, I can readily tighten  up the seat, or add fresh material, .-f.ind otherwise improve the seat, which is
-a.pplxcab]e for any kind of. chfm, lounwe, sofa, or the like, by providing a mould-block for. vach 8pecml kind
| These mounld-blocks, when of large size, need not be made out Uf solid timber; cross- arches and strips
will answer, when made the desired shape for stretching over. |
‘What I claim as my invention, and desire to secure by Letters Patént, is—
~ The combination, with the slats E, of cross-strips Dand B, screws C, and rounded cover, when' constructed
and applied substantla ly'in the mmnner shown, f01 the purpose specified. |

WILLIAM E. MICHAEL.

Witnesses :
Isasc THOLL,
Jacon H. TowNSLEY,
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