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JOSEPH MAITRE, OF CIHATILLON, FRANCE.
Letters Patent No. 72,873, dated December 31, 1867.
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IMPROVED MODE OF SEPARATING -BARK FROM. WOQOD.
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The manner in which the barking or decortication of oak wood is usually performed, is attended with seri-
ous inconveniences, for which it is' of importancc to contrive a remedy. The subjoined quotations from an
article in the “Encyclopédie Moderne,” (a work of high standing,) will place the suhject in a sufficiently clear
light. Treating of coppice woods and forests, the author says: ““ As the oak-bark is turned to great advan.
tage in the manufacture of leather, wherc it is cmployed under the name of tan or tanner’s bark, it becomes,
consequently, a subject of vital consideration in the management of coppice woods. Unfcrtunately, however,
it can be stripped off only when in full sap, so that the operation does necessarily retard the lopping off of the
branches, and consequently the sprouting of the new shoots. Owing to the ascertained inconveniences conse-
_quent upon the usual mode of executing the barking process, the performance of this operationl has been pro-
hibited in the forests of the State,” &e., &e., &e. | | '

- Another inconvenicence arising from tbe usual method of decorticating the wood or trees while in sap, is
the difficulty in fixing the adJuulcation of the cuttings, the perlod allowed for performing the operation being
often insufficicnt. Hence the necessity of pecuniary S‘lG[‘lﬁCCS increasing the price of the tan, and u]t:mately.
the price of the leather too. | :

The process or method which I have invented, and for the pmtect:on of which I herewith solicit the grant
of Letters Patent, has for its end and purpose to allow the stripping or barking operation to be performed, from
the very first day of the cuttings being marked out, in the forests, without impairing in the slightest degree the
qualities of the bark. o

I obtain this result by supplymrr the wood with an artificial sap, that is to say, by exposing it to the agency
of hot water, hot steam, hot air, or gases. The said fluids may be cmployed cither separately or variously com-
bined, as expediency or economical considerations may point out. | |
~ This operation may be performed by aid of divers fixed or movable app‘uatus such as kettles, boilers, &ec.,
‘&e., either separate or in combination with other vessels or recipients, in which apparatus the wood or timber is
to bc submitted to the action of the said fluids. The said apparatus being susceptible of a great variety of com-

binations, shapes, and dimensions, s, according to local, pecuniary, and othe1 cxigencies, 1t mll suffice for e to
subjoin here the special description and drawings of only ane of the modiﬁcatlons of my apparatus.

Descn};&'on of Drawings.

In all ficures the s same letters mvarmbly refer to the same parts.
Figure 1 is a front view of my apparatus.
| I‘rgulc 2, a section of the same in the direction of line ‘A B.
Figure 3, a plan of the same. |
A, a boiler, with interior furnace «, dotted; @', chimney; a'/, ash-pit. B B B B are four cylinders, whicl
may be increased or diminished in namber. They are intended to receive the wood to be stripped, and will allow
the work or operation to be carried on in a continuous or uninterrupted manner. By plying the cock D of the
pipe C, the stcam may be carried at will to any of the cylinders, whilst another cylinder is being cleared of its
“wood E, when the latter is ripe for stripping. DBy mecauns of the cock-pipes G, the cylinders arc made to inter-
communicatc with one another, so tha,t when one of the said eylinders is going to be cleared out, the steam may
bemade to pass off into another. F I are scats upon which the c}hndms are placed, cither in .]uttapoqztlon or
in superposition. Any other description of support or bearing may be employed for the purposc. G G arc
clutches and bolts fastening the doors I, by whicli the cylinders are closed. |
In conclusion, I remark that, what I claim as my invention, and solicit to be sccured to me by Letters
Patent, is— B | |
The process described in the plescnt memorial, and consisting in the employment of leat in the shape of
hot water, hot stcam, Lot air, or gascs, cither scpmatcly or in combination, in convenientliy-arranged apparatus,
for the purpose of decorticating or barking oak and other descriptions of wood, in the manner lierein explained,
and as illustrated by the annexed sheet of drawings, representing one of the modifications of the said apparatus.
In testimony whereof, I have hercunto sct my nawme, in presence of two subscribing witnesses.
JOSEDPIL MAITRE.
Witncesses:
C. P. SIIFL.
S. DE WARzZECHL
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