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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY COhCERl\i

Be it krown that I, Wrinnram M. DOTY of I\l ew York, in the eeunty and Stete ef New York, heve invented
a certain new and hmproved Clothes- Pw and T hereb}r deelare the fellemnﬂ' to be a full, clear and exect
- description ef the same, reference being had to the : eeeempenymg dmmnrre, in whleh—
Figure 1 is a perspeetive view of my 1mpreved elethes—pln and

I‘}ﬂ'me 2 is a longitudinal veq,hcal section of the same, showing the pin in tWo. pes:tlene upon a a clothes-line.

My invention, w Lich essentially differs from mdmmy felked clethes-pms, as well as those formed of hinged
jows, forced together by means of springs, consists of a elethes pm, composed of a hook, or equivalent dewee, for
fitting or. cetehmrr upon the clothes-line, eembmeu with a wedge or tapering block, to which it is attached by a
sliding conncction, under such an arrangement that, ky forcing the wedge towards the line upon which-the hook
i3 p]eceﬂ the said line shall be held or compr eesed between the heeL and 1nellned face of the said wedcre in

the manner hereinafter set forth. -
The combined hook and Wedwe or tapering block upen which the hoaok slldee may be constr ucted in va.rleus

ways, withaut depaltmrr from the principle of my invention. I prefer, however, the cenetruetlen and arrange-
ment of parts shown in the d1ew1nfre, to which I.will now refer, in order to deseribe more pmheu]elly the

manner in whick my invention is ot may be’ earued into cffect.

The hook A is formed of a suwle piece of wire, made of galvanized i iron, or- other material not liable to

become rusted or corroded, or ethelmse injuriously affected, by exposure to wet. The wire is bent in the shape
shown in fig. 1, so as to form a skeleton hook,.and the ends.of the wire which form the shank of the hook strad-
dle a nedﬂ'e or tapering.block, B, and are secured together by means of -a metal plete or-strap, a; which pesees
through a slot, 3, in the wedge. = The slot extends thleurrheut the greater part of the length of the wedge, in

a direction pmellel to the straight side ¢ of the wedge. The.t portion of the hook which catches upon the line
" projects a suitable distance in edmnce of the 1nel1ned face d of "the Wedge, and as the plate or strap a, which .

holds the heok in position upon the wedge, is eapable of sliding freely in the lenmtudmal slot &, the said wedge
may be raised or Jowered, so ad to contract or enlerge the space included between the hook e.nd the mehned

face d.  This Is shown more clearly in fig. 2, where the wedge is-shown in two. pesﬁ;mne

When the wedge is raised, so asto remove the inclined fece d to its greatest distance. from the heek the

latter can be placed over the line, C, or clothes hung upon such line, without trouble. The wedge is then forced

down, the rrmduel swell or increase in the size of the wedge contracting. the space included between it and the

ook, unfll by the time it has reached the peszt:en mdleated in red lines, the Ime, C, will be cempreseed and
held twht]y between the hook and mfhned face of the wedge.. If at any time it'is desired to release the line,

or clothes suspended upon it, the Wedﬂ'e can be raised, and the W hoIe device remeved from the nee with perfect )

facility, as will be understood 1.‘uthi:mt; further explandtion.

The wedge or tapering block may be made of wood or other suitable materlel The hook A éheuld be m'e.de,_
| mef'emb]}, of ealvanized iron, and may be of any suitablé form. desired. = The method, hewever, of forming a

wire skeleton heeh, is productive of considerable advantage. Ordinary elothes-pms are apt to freeze tightly in

cold weather to the clothes, and oftentimes cannot be 1etneved therefrom without great difficulty. But no such

trouble can arise from the use of my lmpreved clothes-pin, for the open or skeleton frame of which the hook s
eompesul offers but little surface to which-the clothes can ddhére, and the wedn'e beeldes, can be operated with

such facility as to enable the hook at any time to be removed from the line.
As above -indicated, the construction of the clethee-pm which I have shown may be variously modified,

without depmtmrr from the principle of my invention. I do not limit myeelf therefere, to the precise deteﬂe :

of construction herein specified; but having described my invention,

What 1 ehum, and désire to secure. by Letters Pa.tent,! jg—e |
1. A clothes-pin, composed of a.combined hook and wedge, erranged for operation substantially as herein

described, so that,.by forcing down theé.wedge, the rope or line upon which the hook is placed will be jammed

and held tightly between the said wedge and the hook, as and for'the purposes set Ierth
9. The combination, with the slotted wedge, of the skeleton wire hook, hevlng the ends which straddle the
W edrre united by a strip or plate, ﬁttlnrr and capable of sliding within the slet In the said wedge, substantlally

13 -md for the purposes sct forth.
In testimony wher eef 1 have errrned my name to thre epeelﬁeetfen befere two subserlbmg mtneseee.
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