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TO ALL WHOM IT l'V'AY CONCERN :

Be it known that I, W. H: Wixixs, of Newark, in the county of Essex, and Btate of New Jersey, hmfa-'.':
invented certain new and useful Improvementsin Shoe-Lifters; and. I do hereby declare that the: following is a .
full, clear, and exact description of the same, reference being had to the accompanying dra.wmgs, making a -
portion of this specification, in which— | | | |

Figure 1 is a back view of a shoe-lifter. made according to my invention.

I‘lrrure- is a longitudinal scetion of the same, taken at right angles to ﬁg 1. o

The object of this invention is to provide a means whereby any difficulty that may arise in dmwmg gmters ’
or shoes upon the fect, cither from the tightness of the gaiter or shoe, or by tho loss of the straps thereof' may -
be very effectually and conveniently obviated. - .

The invention consists in the combination of a lever-plate, griping-plate, and holdmg-lm er, whereb}r an
implement is formed especially adqpted to the purpose mentioned. . -

The invention further consists in certain novel means whereby the convenience with which the.implement
may be applied for use, and. the tenacity of its hold upon’ the shoe or gaiter, is materially increased.

~ To enable others to understand the construction and operation of my invention, I mll pmceed to descrlbe;l
it with reference to the drawings. | | |

A represcnts an ﬂblong metal plate, the upper part, a, of which is narrowed and bent back to form a lever
or handle, and the lower part, b, of which, taken transversely, is made wider, and is concave in its front or outer .
surface, and convex at its back. Pwoted to the back of this plate A, as shown at a*, and near the centre

thereof, is a smaller plate, B, also made concaveo- -convex in its. cross- sectlon, to correspond as near as may be,

with the form of the plate A, and which constitutes a rrrlpmrr-plate, operating, in connection with the lower
part, b, of tlie plate A, to grasp the bncl-. of the shoec or galtm as hereinafter pr esently fully set forth. Pivoted .

to the back of the plate A, at a point above the griping-jaw B, is a lev er, 0, which is curved, and brought into

such position that; when its upper arm, ¢, is pressed toward the part a of the plate A, the lower arm, d, thereof
- will aet upon the upper extremity, e, . of the crrlpmg-plate B, and move the samo toward the bma.d lower pﬂrtmn -
of the just hereinbefore-mentioned plate A. | | o
It should be mentioned that the griping-plate B is furnished, at its forward or concave side, with teeth or
studs, a/, which enable it to grasp the baek of the shoe or gaiter with increased firmness whén the 1mplem9nb is
used ; and, furthermore, a spring, 5%, is so applied between the plate A and the griping-plate. B as to press.
outw ald the lower part. of the plate B, to cnable the implement to be conv eniently applied to the shoe or gaiter.
| In using the xmplement the baclc of the shoe or gaiter is inserted betweon the lower portmn of-the plate
A and the griping-plate B, as shown in the red outlino in fig. 2, w hereupon, the upper part, a, _nf the plate A,
and the upper arm'of the lever G, being grasped by the hand and brought toward each other, the platés A B
~clamp or clasp the back of the shoc or gaiter between them, the tecth or studs a’ enabling a firm hold to be had
upon the said back. This being done, the foot is inserted into the opening of the shoe or gaiter, and the back
is drawn upward over the heel of‘ the foot, the heel sliding easily upon the smooth concave surface of the plate
A, and thc implement eaabling the back part of the shoe or gaiter to be drawn upward upnn the foot |
What I claim as my invention, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is— .
1. The combination of the lﬂ»er-plate A, griping-plate B, sprmg b, and holdmg—lcvel C, substa.nt:al]y as -
and for the purpose speclﬁed | S
2. The teeth or studs a', provided upon the inner surface of the gripin nr-plate B and ar 1*a,nﬂ'ed in relatlon .
with the back of the plate A substantmlly as and for the purpose speclﬁed | "
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