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HENRY M. STOW, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN STREET-PAVEMENTS.
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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No, 2,110, dated Decémber 10, 1867,

.F

o all whom 1t may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, HENRY M. STOW, of the
city and county of San Francisco-and State
of California, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Wooden Pavements for
streets, sidewalks, and ground and cellar
floors; and I do hereby declare that the fol-

lowing is a fuil, clear, and exact description

thereof, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to theletters and figures of
reference marked thereon. B

Figure A 1s a perspeciive view of a section
of my street-pavement, that part of the figure
designated by the letter O representing the
pavement in process of construction, and that
designated by C’ representing it as completed.
Kig. B is a perspective view of a section of my
improved pavement as adapted to sidewalks,
ground and cellar floors. ' |

“Fhe nature of my invention consists in put-

ting down a wooden pavement upon a founda-

tion-ved of sand or lcose earth, and packing
the sand or earth by means of wedge-shaped
blocks, driven down into the same, and form-
1ng a pars or whele of the pavement.

In coustructing the street-pavement the
street is first itilled with elear sand, loam, or

~ loose ecarth, free from stounes, to within about |
four fo six inches of the desired street-grade,

(according to the length of blocks,) and
smootned off, 80 as to conform to the desired
arch or crown of the street. Then wooden
biocks, marked No. 1 in the drawings, are set
ol their ends in a tier across the street, these

~ blocks being cut square at both ends. - Next

a tier of blocks, marked No. 2 in the drawings,
made wedge-shaped at their lower ends by
beveling on oue side, is set across the street

close against thie frst tier of square-ended

blocks, and then another tier of square-ended
blocks is set up as before, and so on alternate
tiers of squarg and wedge-shaped blocks are
placed nntil a space of ten feet or more is cov-
ered. Thenthe wedge-shaped blocks are driven
down into the sand or earth with a rammer
and swage until their upper ends are below
the upper ends of the square-ended blocks No.
1, and the foundation is of the desired com-
pactness.  The sald wedge-shaped blocks No.

2 may be made of the same length "as the

| these dimensions. | | S
The blocks should be so set as to break
joints. The driving down of the wedge-shaped
blocks, as deseribed, packs the sand or earth
0 compactly that®the most heavily-ladened
wagons passing over the pavement will never

| blocks No. 1, and may be driven down until
their upper ends reach about the center of said.
blocks No. 1, as shown in Fig. A of the draw-
ings, in which case the open spacesabove them, -

between the blocks No. 1, are to be filled with

gravel; or the said blocks No. 2 may be made

some two or three inches longer than the

blocks No. 1, and driven down until their up-
per ends are .only half or three-fourths of an
inch, or thereabout, below the upper ends of
blocks No. 1, leaving shallow grooves merely
to give a foot-hold for horses and other ani-
The said
blocks No. 1 should be from four to six inches

mals traveling on the pavement.

long, (or deep,) abont three inches thick, and

of any convenient width. The blocks No, 2
may be about one inch thick and of any con-

venlent width. Buot I do not limit myself to

occasion any unevenness in the surface there

ot. Thesand or earth forming the foundation-
bed should be thoroughly wet when the Llocks
are put down. The blocksare to beso formed
and set 1n the pavement that the grain of the
wood will be vertical, and they may be satu-
rated with coal or gas tar, or any liquid hydro-
carbon or other resinous substanee which will

tend to preserve the wood from decay, before

being set in the pavement. When the blocks
are sufficiently hammered down the whole sur-

face of the pavement should bLe thoroughly

saturated with boiling-hot coal-tar, asphaltum,
piteh, oil and asphaltum, or other pitchy sub-
stance, and covered with clean sand at least

half an inch in thickness.

For sidewalks and ground or cellar floors I

make all the blocks of the same length and

thickness, and make the lower ends of all in
wedge form by beveling one side, as shown in
Fig. B. Forsidewalks I make the blocks from

two to four inches in thickness and from four

to six 1ncties long; but for floors of buildings.
I prefer to make them larger—say trom fourto
six inches wide and from six to twelve inches
long. But I do not limit myself in either case
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be so set as to break joints in all cases, whether
- for street-pavements, sidewalks, or floors. @ |

.“é;p‘lTEHt oranted bdmnel Nicolson Augubb 3,

2 :

~ to any specific dimensions. The blocks should

1 do not ¢laim leaving a space ‘between the
upper portions of the square-ended blocks No.
-1, and filling said space with gravel, as I am |

advised that is not new, bat is ¢covered by the:

1854, a,ml the reissues thereof; but

_ What T do claim as my IIIVE‘HtIOH, a,ml desu:'e |
RN =130 secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A wooden pavement composed of alter-=
| n&te tiers of square-ended and wedge-shaped |

2

8 729110 |

-;blecks, the wedge- shaped ends of the latter
being driven down into a foundation-bed of
sand or earth, Sllbbt&lltl&ll) as and ior the pur— :
~ ?})Obe debmlbed R
2. A wooden pavement eompoqed of b]OC]\S; :
with lower ends wedge-forimed, and all driven -
“down into a foundation-bed of sand or earth, |
| ubstantmlly as shown and deseribed.
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