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I EDWARD S EARLEY OF PHILADELPHIA PEN NSYLVAN IA
o  Letters Patent No. TL468, dated November 26 1867.

?g-l':"fTo ALL WHOM IT MAY CONGERN:

.+ Beit known that I, EDWARD S. EARLEY of the city and county of Phlladelphm, a.lld Stat& of Pennsylvama,js.f;é'l'é'éff'5'?:}{!'?Eff'--f-i
R ;have invented a new and useful Improvement in Fastemngs for Burlal-Oaskets, "Cc:ﬁns, and other. receptacles;
,;'.and I do hereby declare the followmg to be a clear and exact description of the nature thereof, sufficient to.
" enable others skilled in the art to which my invention appertains to fully understand and: ause the same, refer*
R ﬁi.ence bemg had to the accompanying dramngs, makmg part of the speciﬁcatlon, in. Whlch—-n- SRR .;:-,f

.| " 'Figures 1 and 2 are detached views of the fastening 1llust1at1ng my 1nvent10n
o Figures 8, 4, and 5 show the application theréof. |

~ Figure 6 is a side elevation of a coffin, showmg the fastenmg in red. L
' Sltﬂllal‘ lettem of reference indicate. correspundmg parts in the several ﬁgures -

| ;;,_: o j ‘@Eﬁ §ﬂgshnle reftreel tn in th:st Eftters %aﬁeut o malmtg mrt nf tﬁz smme.. o

. My invention-is a novel concealed fastening for burial-caskets, coffins, and other leceptaclea ;. a.nd conslsts-zk5§_:-'?i;?5:-"5-5?!;??*:-595!'5%

*"H e [ in applymg to the under side of the 1id and. the upper edge of the body re3pect1vely a.slotted plate and 8 stud

iow o body without the aid of the ordingry screws, as will be hereinafter more fully described..

el - thereof, I secure plates C, which are made of . cast metal and set in the 11d 50 as to be: flush. with the surfa.ce of
.77 said under side. The plates C are slotted in the direction of their length with a square or rounded part, g, and -
L. a contracted or narrow continuation thereofy 3. They are arr anged on opp051te places at. correspondlng pmnts
. of the lower side of the lid. Any number thereof may be used, but it is desuable tha,t ‘three on each mde
@ should be applied.- The space of the lid covered by the plate is. cut out or grooved, so as to form a chanrel or-
© passage which shall be of suitable depth but of the Iength of the slot, and. of the same form a,nd dlmensmns”hs
i the rounded ‘or square part g, but somewhat wider than the contr acted part 5. On the upper or top edgc of the
i body A there are secured studs or buttons D of suitable metal, consisting: of a ﬂanged head; ¢, and a shank,l d,l

R ;Whlch may be prowded with a thread and screwed into the wood, or with a pomted end, and drwen therem or;:

S 'E'ffl-:' L _-;I'Weted t0 a Plate secured thereto. The head and shank must be of size to correspond mth the slot a 6 respect-:-:.=:=:=- 'i?:;ffszféz"?:

. ively. The space between the lower side of the head and the top edge of the ‘body pf the coffin must be: equal
U to the thwkness of the plate C surroundmg the slot ab. Thestuds or- buttons D will be’ arranged on the bodyA
Lo relatively in place and number to the plates C on- the lid B, so that when the hd 1s in: p]ace the ahank of the
i ._'5_:stud will be at or near the end of the narrowed slot b of the pla.te C.

:j;'f:.'_: slot @. The lid is now moved or slldden towards. the foot of. the coﬁn, when the: na.rmw slot will’ recewe the '

S0 When the shank reaches the end of the natrow slot the motion .of the lid is checked, and it will be found that
:the lid cannot be raised from the body beca.use the head of the stud is caught under the: pla.te C. . A sprmga
TR bolt, latch, or key, e, and a socket, notch, or opening, f, are placed at one end of the cwsket, S0 thu.t when the
i~ . opening f reaches the bolt, of vice versa, the: latter will drop-into the former, and thus pievent the lid from: |
'-bemg moved or slidden back, or raised off from the body “The'lid may be prowded 1v1t11 tlle studs and the’ body
with the slotted plates, and these fastenin s may be placed on the sides and. top and bottmn ends of the lld a.nd
_f'body, and. 8o arranged that the lid may be slidden towards the head as well a5 fo the fnot for the purpose of
e e T ﬁ;f--f'-."-?“_:-';fastemng it to the body. The studs. may have a square, angular, or rounded slot, @ 3, it on]y bemn* necessary

3:;’--ﬁ":._'_'.that one part should be narrower than the othe1,, soas. to retain the stud '1fter lt h"i.E been msel ted IIl the mde

AT 'E;'f: _;;:_fpart and then moved info said narrow paat

;Zf3?}1-3'.-_:'*presence of the mourners and witnesses, prewous to removing the corpse to the ]1e'use= 18" dispensed with.: The
l1d B is first placed en the body A; a qulck shove or puﬂh towards the head or foot m]l seeure the purts, 'ﬁ'hwh

Gl er button, so that the Ia-.tter will enter the former, and - by sliding the lid in: the direction of: the head or font,
Ve the stud will be held in a narrow part of the slot in the plate, and thereby firmly lock and hoId the 11d on, the

R S I Inf the dramngs, A represents the bedy of a burml-cask&@ coffin, box, or OthEI receptacle, and B 15 the hd
Ll D ':'_";thereof both of ordinary form-and construction. To the under side of the 1id B, at points near the suie edgesl;:ré;!-.-;

The ‘T'Pemtmn 18 a8 follaws The lid is placed over the body A Wlth. the studs D m the rounded or squa.re

ghank d’ and the bottom side of the head will bear against the sides of the plate surroundlng said narrow slot,

Any suitable I'lgld material may compr;se the fastening, but it is desirable to mu.kc 1t of cast metah .
oot o By using my invention, the 1epu151ve mode of screwing on the lid to the body' of the casket or coﬂin in’ the



. 71,468
y/
cannot be opened without destroying the receptacle. The means of fastening are entirely concealed, but sure

in execution. N D R | | | S |
' This fastening can likewise be applied to other receptacles and boxes of any kind, and it will be found to

‘be simple, practical, and useful. | | .
" Having thus described my invention, what I claim as new; and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—
The concealed fastening herein described, the same consisting of the plate C, with slot @ b, and the stud
D ¢ d, applied respectively to the ander side of the lid B and top edges of the body A, and operating together,
substantially as specified and shown, and for the purposes and uses herein set forth. |
‘To the above I have signed my name this fifth day of November, 1867. |
L T . | EDWARD S. EARLEY.

Witnesses: o
JouN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
- W, A, WIEDERSHEIM,
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