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CHARLES W. COMPTON, OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY.

Letters Patent No. 70,580, dated November 5, 1807.
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CORPSE-PRESERVER.

S o

- The Schednle refeeeed to in fhese Letters Aatent and making paet of the same,

el

'TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Be it known that I, Caries W. Coxproy, of Newark, in the county of Essex, and State of New Jersey,
have invented a new and uscful improvement in Corpse-Preservers; and T do heveby declare that the following
is a full, clear, and exact deseription of my invention, which will enable others skilled in the art to make and
use the same, reference being had to the accompanying drawings, which form part of this specification, in which—
Figure 1is a vertical longitudinal scetion of myimproved corpse-preserver, taken through the line 2 2, fig. 2.

Figure 2 is a horizontal section of the same, taken through the line y g, fia. 1. |

Figure 3 is a vertical cross-section of the same, taken through the line z 2, fics. 1 and 2. |

My invention has for its object to furnish an improved corpse-preserver, so constructed and so arranged as
to be easily and conveniently handled and operated, economizing time, labor, and ice; and it consists in the
construction, combination, and arrangement of the various parts as hereinafter more fully deseribed.

A is the bottom or cooling-board, which is divided longitudinally into two parts, hinged to each other, as
shown in fig. 8. In each of the parts of the bottom board, between the zinec lining and the body of the said
board, is formed an air-chamber, a’, connected with the air-chamber, surrounding the trunk of the corpse by
heles, as shown in figs. 2 and 8. The upper part or body of the preserver is made in two parts, B and C. Dis
the ice-chamber, which is formed in the part B that surrounds the head and trunk of the corpse, and whichalso
surrounds the head and trunk of the corpse, extending down to or nearly to the bottom of said part. Between
the ice-chamber D and the outer walls of the preserver are formed air-chambers E, extending from the top
to the bottom of said preserver. The air-chambers E are connected at their bottom with the air-chamber @/
in the bottom board A, by holes passing from the one chamber to the other, as before described. The air-
chambers E are connected with the ice-chamber D by holes or openings through the upper part of the inner side
walls of said air-chambers, as shown in figs. 1 and 8. The foot part C is without an ice-chamber, but it has an
air-chamber, F, passing around its sides, foot, and top, as shown in figs. 1 and 2. The air-chamber I is con-
nected with the ice-chamber D by holes or openings through the contiguous end walls of thé parts B and C, as
shown in fig. 1. By this construction and arrangement of the ice-chamber D and the air-chambers ¢’ E F, the
‘cold air from the said ice-chamber circulates through all the parts of the preserver, and surrounds the. corpse
with a stratum of chilled or cold air, said cold air having no communication with the airin the chamber G, in which |
the corpse is placed, nor with the outer air, so that the ice will waste or melt Ioss rapidly, and no gas or odor can
escape from the corpse into the room. - H is a discharge pipe connected with the ice-chamber D, at the head, ox
some other convenient part of the preserver, through which the water from the melted ice may be drawn off
when desived. The pipe H should be provided with a stop-cock in the ordinary manner. Directly over the part
where the face of the corpse will be, the chamber G assumes a tubular form, and extends up to the top of the
preserver, where its upper end is closed with a glass plate, I, so that the face of the corpse may be seen at any
time by looking through the said glass plate. The glass plate I ig covered and protected by a lid or cover, J,
hinged at oncedge to the outer case of the preserver, as shown in fig. 1. K is a head-rest, which may be placed
bencath the head of the corpse, to support the head in a proper position. The ice is put into the ice<chamber
D through an opening in the top of the preserver, which said opening is tightly closed with & cover, L, as shown
in fig. 1. The scams between the several parts of the preserver are all packed with felt, or other equivalent
packing, so that the said scams, when the said parts are attached to cach other, may all be entirely close. .The
end walls, between the paris D and C, are made inclined or wedge shaped, so that the said parts may press more
closely upon cach other, making the scam more tight. The parts A, B, and C are secured to each other by
serews passing through flanges formed upon the lower edges of the parts B and C, and serewing into nuts, lot
into and sccured to the bottom hoard A. ) | |

. ITaving thus deseribed my invention, I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent— |

1. Forming the bottom or cooling-board A in two parts, hinged to cach other, substantially as herein shown
and described and for the purpose set forth. | _ |

2. Forming an air-chamber or chambers ¢’ in the hottom or cooling-board A, substantially as herein shown
and described and for the purpose set fortk. | |

8. The ice-chamber D, extending down upon the sides of the trunk to, or nearly to, the bottom board A,
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and extending around the head of the corpse, substantially as herein shown and deseribed and for the purpose
sct forth.
4. Forming the corpse-preserver in three parts, A B C, substantially as herein shown and deseribed and for
the purpose set forth. | | |
5. Forming the adjacent ends of the parts B and C inclined or wedge shaped, substantially as herein shown
~and described and for the purpose set forth.
6. The combination and arrangement of the body-chamber G, ice-chamber D, and air-chambers o/, B, and
' F, substantially as herein shown and described and for the purpose seb forth. . | |
The ahove specification of my invention signed by me this tenth day of August, 1867.

CIIAS. W. COMPTON.

Witnesses:
J. ALISON FRASER,
JAMES "', GRAHANM.
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