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IMPROVED HULLS FOR VESSELS.
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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: - . o
Be'it known that I, Jorxy VAN PELT, of Perry, in the county of Pi'k_e, and State.of Illinois, have invented a |

new and useful Improvement in the Construetion of the Hulls of Vessels; and T do hereby declare that the

letters of reference marked thereon. | _ﬂ | ) . ~ L
- This invention re‘l_&tes,- firstly; to'a series of triangular ribs running fore and aft under the bottom of ‘the
vessel, for the double purpose of strengthening the hull and improving the sailing qualities of the vessel, and,
secondly, to an arrangement of tmi;;ié‘}r_erse'-t.ru;ssingﬁb'rabe_s, whereby the bottom of the vessel or floor-beams is

following is a full and clear description thereof,-fefei'ence being had to the accompanying drawings, and to the

- greatly strengthened and improved. - The application of these improvements is most especially adapted, but not

exclusively confined, to the ,ﬂat-bott’t}_@n;ﬁfd boats of the western rivers. |
To enable ‘those skilled in the art to make and use my improved hulls, T will proceed to describe their
construction and operation. - . o - - | | |
- Figure 1 of the drawings is a transverse section of one of the improved hulls.

- Figure 2 is a bottom plan of thé same. _ . _ | L
The bottom timbering of the vesselis composed of a straight floor-beam, A, and trussing-braces @ a, the
whole being fitted and-bolted together, as shown clearly in fig. 1, and the result of the combination is a irussed

by

~ floor-beam of great strength, especially adapted to light-draught, flat-bottomed vessels. The planking o/ is spiked

to the inclined faées of the braces @ @, and in this position it can easily be caulked without docking the vessel;

as the inclined position of the bottom will ‘allow the bilge-water to settle into the troughs of the flooring, and
thus leave the leakage point free and accessible to the caulker. This construction of the bottom forms trian--
- gular ribs A,’ which extend. the entire length of the vessel, fore and aft, and the vessel is strengthened longi-

tudinally thereby, as the sloping sides atford more ‘fesiét_a:nce-_td depressions or transverse strains than would a
straight bottom, and longitudinal triangular troughs are also formed in the bottom ‘between the said ribg; and.

these troughs are advantigeous to the sailing ‘qualities of the vessel, as they prevent. lee-way, a,n:d'.'aé?.:*;ist*ltrhe |
vessel to obey her helm. D . A o CUTEEEE
Having described my invention, what I claim is— o | . T
The transverse tr'uss_iﬁngraces or floor-timbers @ a, in combination with the straight floor-beam A. substan-
tially as described and set forth. o I ' L
: I - JOHN VAN PELT. .

: Witnesses: |
- M. Raxporry,
Cras. H. Bovwr.
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