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| IMPROVBMENT IN TRACE-FASTENING, -

Qi Sfljthnlt referned iu ilthQtSt Wettors Patent and making part of the same.

o o

TO- ALL WHO\I IT MAY CONCERN:’

Be it known that I, Lucas C. CLARK, of Piantsville, in thc cou'lty of HMavtford,'and State of Comu.,t,m.ut
have invented a new and improved Device for a Trace-Fastener; and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description thereof, which will enable othels skilled inthe art to make and use the same,
reference being had to the 'l\ccompu,n}rmn' drawings, forming a part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my invention.

Figure 2 is o perspective view of the same with the trace attached.

Flgure 3 18 a pnrspectwe new of the same with the trace in position to be withdrawn from the fastener or
attached to the cock-eye.
| Figure 4 is a perspeatlve view of the same, in which the guide which fastens the trace is made open ow its
upper side. |

- Figure 5 is a perspective view of the most common trace-fastener in use.

Slmllar letters of reference indicate like parts.

My invention consists in the use or employment of a cock-eye attached to the end of a whifle-tree, iu {vont
“of ‘and to which is secured a guide or fastener, through which the trace passesand is then passed or sh ppcd ult
~ to the.cock-eye.

- A designates the cockieye; B designates the whiflle-treé; ¢ (Iééirrn;me% the n'uidem fastener ; D designates
the trace; E des:lgna.tes the slot in the trace; I designatesa férrale on-the end of the whiffle-trece. The cock-
“eye A can be made of any desired shape, but for a perfcct safeguard its length should be somewhat lenger than
the distance from the cock-eye A to the guide-or fastener C. It is prefemble to have the cock-eve A smooth
and round, with its diameter lessened near the whiflle-tree, where the trace D rests when in.use. The guide
or fastener C can be cast solid on or riveted -on to the ferrule F, or secured to the whiffle-tree B in any othm
proper manner. The ‘shape represented in fig. 1 I consider the best, but it would answer the same purpose if
made open on its upper side or edge, as represented in fig. 4, or of any other analogous shape, providing that
it reaches forward to the outer side of the trace D, 8o as to hold it from slipping oﬂ' from the cock-eye A.

To attach the trace D, pass it through the guide or fastener. G, and deflect the end of the trace D outward, so
“that the slot E in the trace D shall be even and parallel with the end of the cock-eye A, and then pass the trace on
to the cock-eye A, and the trace is fastened. 'If the guide or fastener C is made open on its upper edge, as in
fig. 4, the trace D can be first passed on to the cock-eye A, and then raised enough to allow it-to pass over the
top of the guide or fastener C, and then lowered into the guide.or fastener C. It will be seen that neither of
the two motions necessary to detach the trace D from the cock-eye A can be caused by accident or the chances
of . ordma.ry -use, but must be caused by deslcrn, as, in order to detach.the trace D, it must be pulled back, and
then deflected from the cock-eye A, as shown in fig. 3, and consequently it is a perfect safoguard against the
aceidents which occur from the detachmg of a trace when in use. -

By my invention.I produce an article for a trace-fastener that is perfectly safe, and’ aan be mode at only_
i trlﬂmg advance on the cost of the common fastening. It is much more durable than any in use, as there are

no springs or slides or leathers to be operated or-tied, and there is no rattling of any loose parts as al] the
parts are firmly and rigidly secured.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The cock-eye A, the guide or fastener C, when attached to the wh:fﬂe—tl ec B, the whole arranged and uscd

substantml]y a8 descrlbed
LUCAS ¢. OLAR‘K.
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