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JAMES W. McKEE, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.
 Letters Patent No. 69,234, dated September 24, 1867 |
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ULAMP-STRAP FOR SCHOOL-BOOKS.
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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Be it known that I, Jamzs W. McKzE, of Brooklyn, iu the county of Kings, and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements in Clamps for School-Books; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact description of the same, reference heing had to the accompanying drawings,
making a portion of this speeification, in which—-

‘Figure 1 is a vertical transverse section of o clamp constructed according to my invention.

Figure 2 is a side view of the same, taken at right angles to fig. 1. '

Similar letters of reference indicate corresponding parts in both figures.

The object of this invention is to secure a device by which children may counveniently carry their school-
books, and which may be readily applied to any desired number of hooks, and also to those of different sizes,
without that liability to injure the edges of the books which exists when the common strap Is used,

The invention consists in two longitndinally adjustable side picces in comhination with suitable straps,
whereby the desired object is accomplished. T'he invention further consists in the combination of a suspending
cord with the aforesaid side pieces-and straps, whereby the facility with which the apparatus may be carried

-when in use is materially increased. The invention further consists in a novel means whereby the straps here-

inbefore mentioned may be very readily and sccurely tightenced and adjusted in placing the device upon the
hooks, and whereby the accidental displacemont of the books from the clamp is especially provided against.

To enable others to understand the nature and construction of my invention, I will proceed to describe it
with reference to the drawings. |

The side picces of the clamp are shown at A, and are each composed of two narrow and somewhat elastic
plates or strips a, of steel or other suitable metal, connected by bands or.overlapping ears 4, in such manner as
to slide longitudinally one upon the other, in order that the said side piccessmay be clongated or shortened, as
circumstances may require, and as hereinafter fully set forth. The two opposite ends of these plates or strips.
are turned into a position at right angles to their main length, thus forming lugs ¢ at the extremities of the
side piece formed by the said plates, the lug ¢ of one of the said plates having one end of a suitably perforated
strap, B, attached thereto in any suitable manner, while projecting outward from the innermost engd of the same
plate is a supplemental knob, a¥ the officc of which will be hercinafter fully set forth. The lug of the other
plate of each side piece is furnished with a lip, d, which extends outward at right angles thereto, and is formed

with a transverse slot, o/, the said lug being furthermore provided with a stem, e, having an enlarged outer end,

b’y as represented more fully in fig. 1. In using the clamp the two side picces A thereof are placed upon opposite
sides of the book or books which in the drawings are indicated in red outline, the said pieces being first adjusted
to the length of such hooks by moving the plates or strips @, of which they are composed, in or out, to lengthen
or shorten the said side pieces, as may be required. The strap B of each of the side pieces is then passed.
through the slotted lip d of the lug ¢ of the other side picce, and both straps being drawn tight, the stems ¢ are
forced through the holes ¢’ in - the straps, as shown more fully in fig. 1, the side pieces being by these means
drawn snugly against the sides of the books, which are consequently sccurely clamped and held in place between
the said side pieces. The outer end portions of the straps are then brought into a position parallel with the.
side pieces, and the supplemental kuobs a* are forced throngh suitable holes therein, as represented more fully
in fig. 1, and by preventing the two plates of cach side picee from moving tongitudinally upon cach other pre-
vent the clongation of the elamp, and conscquently the loosening and displacement of the books, which would

otherwise be likely to occur in the cvent of Jarring or swinging the same while they are being carried as here-

“inbefore set forth.  The stems e.dnd slotted cars d enable the clamp to be thus fastened around the books with

much greater ease aud convenieuce than would he practicable if an ordinary buckle werc employed in their
places, and furthermore allow the said clamp to be much more casily detached from the books, inasmuch as
cither of the straps may be loosened by simply pulling it outward over and from the head or enlarged outer
end &’ of the stem ¢ and the knob ¢*.  Inasmmich as the lugs ¢ are situated at right angles to the side pieces A,
it follows that the edges of the books; when held in the clamp, are not indented or injured, as is found to be the
case when an ordinary strap is employed to hold the books together. Attached to one of the plates of ecach side
piece A is a ving or staple, f, to which is attached one end of a suspending cord, C, by means of which the
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- straps B, substantially as and for the purpose herein set forth.
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1 clamp, with the books held therein, may be su%pended from the arm of the: pelsan cmly;nw the same, or: the S‘lldg S
EEEEE ieard may be grasped in the hand to earry the said clamp and books if desired. it

What I claim as my invention, and desire to'secure by Lietters Patent, 1%—-—-—; ST

~1..The two longitudinally adjustable side picces A, in cmnbmatmn with the sti ans B substantmlly a5 fmd; DU

- for the purpose herein set forth. o | |
1118, The ¢combination of the suspending L{Jl(]. G mth the longltudmally adwstmh]e %nie psecet‘s A :md stmpa; N

-;;;;;B subst&ntmlly as and for the purpose herein set forth. -
1118, The stems ¢, in combination’ with the slotted lips: d o‘r the mde pﬁeecs A Lmd the qtmps B substﬁ,ntla]h; S T

as zmd for. the purpose herein set for th..
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4, Phe’ supplemental knobs a*, in combination with the lonmtudma]iy adjustable side pleces: Aand the 00000

Withesses:
J. W, C{JOHBS,_

G. W. Bzkp.

©JAMES W. MeKEE.
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