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HENRY C. DOBSON, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.
thtm's Patent No. 66,310, dated July 16, 1867.
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IMPROVEMENT IN BANJOS.

Ebe Schevnle refeveed {o v fhese Letters Patent ad waking paet of fhe same,

e e e o

IO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN :

Be it known that I, H. C. Dossox, of the city, county, and State of New York, have invented o new and
uscful ““ Improvement in Banjos;” a"ud I do hereby declare that the following is a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion thereof, which will enable others skilled in the art to make and wuse the same, 1cfurence being had to the
accompanying drawing, forming part of this specification.

~ The present invention rela.ues to certain improvements in b:.injo:, cuitars, and other similar musical instru-
ments; and it consists in a novel manner of securing the par chment-head to and between two aunnular rings,
which rings are then so attached to the rim of the bariJD as to léave an opening or space Letween them and the
banjo-rim for the escape of the sounds produced by the vibrations of the sound- -board which is upon the back.
side of the instrument. In the accompanying plate of drawings my impfovements ave illustrated—

Figure 1 being a plan or top view of the parchment-head, and

Figure 2 a central vertical section, taken in the plane of the line 2 2, fig. 1.

S1m11ar letters of refercnce indicate like parts. '

A, in the drawings, represents the. parchment-head of a banjo, g rrultm or other similar musical instrument,
placed over the flange or raised lip B on the inside of an annular ring, C, with its cdge a lapped around a wire
ring, 6. D,another anhular ring, fitting around the outside of the rin rr-ﬂd-nge C, resting upon the wire in the edge
of the parchment-head. This ring D Is secured to the ring C by means of a series of screws passing looscly
through it and screwing into the ring C, so that by turning the said serews in the proper direction to bring the
two rings together, the parchment-head will neecssarily be drawn or strained over the ring-flange B, aud thus
tightened and held at any desired degree of tension, to relieve which it is only necessary to turn the said serews
in the opposite direction. X, the rim or eylinder of the banjo, made a little larger in its internal diameter than
the outside diameter of the annular rings C and D, to and above one edge, G, of which rim, by means of a series
of right-angular brackets or arms, H, on the outside of the ring C at suitable points of its le*wth the parchment-
head frame or rings C and D aie sccured, leaving an opening or space, I, between every two of the brackets
cntlrely around and about the banjo cylmd r, to the back or under side of which is attached the sound-board K,
made of any of the woods or materials ordinarily used therefor.

From the above deseription it is plainly obvious that the parchment-head can be readily tizhtened and held
at any degree of tension, and that, furthermore, by leaving the open spaces about the palchment-head frame

between it and the banjo cylinder, the free escape of the sounds produced by the vibrations of the sound-board
of the instrument is allowed. =~

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent— |

So securing the frame for -lrolding the parchment-head of a blI]JO, or other stinilar musical instrument, tc
its rim or Gy]mder having the sound- board upon the back or under side as to leave an open space around and
between. the said palchmem licad frame and rim, substantially as herein deseribed, and for the purpose specified.

The above specification of my invention signed by me this 9th day of January, 1866.

HENRY C. DOBSONXN.

el

Witnesses:
M. M. LivivgsTox,
ArserT Y. Browx.
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