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THOMAS JAMES OF NEW YORK N. Y
Letters Patent No 66, 497 d’ated Julr Y 9, 1867

o b

IMPROVEMENT IN LOCKS FOR VALISES, &o.

i

The Schedunle refereed fo. in ﬂgrse Hetters Potend and nrking Jaet of the swme,

-

TO ALL TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Be it known that I, THOMAS JAMES, of the city of New York, in the State of New York have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Lockmg and Fastening Travelling-Ba gs and similar articles; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full and exact descrlptlon thereof, and whmh will enable others skilled in the art
to construct and use the same, reference being had to the accompanying drawings, and the letters of referenced
marked thereon, making part of this specification, Ietters bemg used to designate similar parts in the several
ﬁn‘ures | -

My impr ovement consists, first, in locking and unlockmg the ,]zms of a travellmg, mall or calpet ba.r', or
valise at two or more remote points, by merely turning a single key as in an ordinary lock ; second, in so secur-
ing the bolt in p031t10n when locked that it cannot be forced back or d:spluced without manual applmatlon

| Figure 1 is a view of the interior of jaw A, showing the bolt springs, ca.tches, &e.

Figure 2 is a view of the hooked catch. |

Figure 3 is a front view of the sliding-drop.

Figure 4 is a view of the staple. |

Figure o is a view of the interior of jaw B, showing the staples in place. | |

A B are the jaws of the frame, constructed of metal or other suitable material in the or dmary manner, C
is 2 movable bolt, running nearly the length of the jaw A, hm"mg near its centre, and when locked, at a point
ﬂppOSlte the key-hole, a noteh, a, and at its side where the jaw B is to connect, the hooked catches & b b, The

bolt is secured to jaw A by staples ¢ ¢, or other convenient means, so that it may slide back and forth with
facility. X is a sliding-catch, arranged in suitable Wa,ys to permit it to slide up and dewn freely in jaw A

directly above the key-hole, and has a spring, d, pressing upon its upper end, to force and keep it down into the
notch @ This cateh is raised or otherwise firmly secured to a sliding-drop, F, in- such pDSlthH that when it is

up out of the notch « the lower end of the drop will rest upon.the top of the key. G.is a spring secured to

jaw A, and presses against jaw B; when the bag is closed, and throws it open when the bolt is forced back, in
the operation of unlocking. far encugh to 1c]ease the hooked catches. H is a spring secured to end of jaw A,
bearing-against and actmcr upon.the end of bolt C, and forces the bolt forward, lockmg the jaws together with-
out the au;l of a key e is o shoulder on the bolt, for the bit of the key to act against in unlt}“hnw fff are
staples secured to jaw B, placed in sieh position that they will receive the hooked catches of the bolt when the
two jaws are brought together and the bolt is thrown forward in locking the bag. The spring Il may be dis-

pensed with,-by constructing the bolt so that its rear end, wlen throm back hu enough to fully releasc the

hooked staples from the catches will touch the end of the jaw, and pr oviding the Grdmny recess in the bolt for
the bit of the key to ply into, so that the key will act both w ays on it, as in the common Jocks. And the con-
structlon of the drop may be so varied, that instead of resting on the top of the key to Leep the sii dmg catch
up, as provided, it may be raised by the oper ator. |
‘The operation of locklnrr is performed by simply bringine the two jaws together, when the bolt is thrown

| ba,ck and lmpelled by the¥ sprmﬂ' H, when the spring is emplayed or by turning the key, when the spring is dis-

pensed with, will move forward the catches 856 into the staples £ f f; then, by mthdmwmn the Icey, the sliding-
cateh K mll drop or be forced down into notch a, holding the bolt firmly into its locked position. In unlockmrr
the catch ki 1s released from the notch ain the bolt by placing the key under the drop F, (which may elthm
partially or entirely cover the key-hole,) when down, and pressing upward: until the key enters the key- hole.
The drop resting upon the top of the key prevents the sliding-catch from droppmg into the not-ch and leaves
the bolt to'move as described.

What I claim as new, and desire to sceure by Letters Patent, is—

The holt C, provided with a notch, @, and two or more hooked catches, with corres ponding staples in the
opposite jaw, in combination with the sliding-catch E and drop F, the w hole constructed and arranged substan-
tially as and for the purposes specified. |

- The above specification of my 1me*1t:0n signed by me this Sth day of Imua.ry, 1867,

TI—IO\IAS J AMEb

Witnesses: |
Tros. D. JaMes,
PETER VAN ANTWERP. -
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