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MPROVED SPIKE,

-
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7O ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Be it known that I, Jonx McMuRrTRY, of Lexington, Kentucky, have made certain new and usaaful improve-
HlEIltS in Spikes for Railroads; and I hereby declarc that the following is a true, full, and exact deseription of

~ the same, reference being had to the accompanying drawings and to the letters of reference marked thereon.

‘Figure 1, in the &nnexed drawings, which are made-a pmt of this speclﬁcatlon represent% the spike before

it is driven into the wood.

Figure 215 a plan view of my improved spike wien in place. +

The letter A represents the body of my spike, in the wood, which is oradually curved from the head B to
the point C after it is driven .into the wood. Near the pomt of the spike & shoul{lm, D, is made. When the
spike A is driven home 1t will describe the segment of a circle, and, the shoulder D, being at a right angle | with
the spike, will cut away the wood in a corr espondmg direction, ther eby f'mmmg a 1):111161‘ suﬂiment to 1e513t -
any attempt to withdraw the spike A from its place . ' |
- The advantage of my sp:.ke over. the one in common use will be easily seen. "The straight spike, as-seen
in fig. 1, will have the disturbing force from the pressurc of the car-wheels actmcr in a hne with the spike,.
which, by constant.agitation, ‘mll soon become loose and cansequently worthless, Wlth a curved spike the case
is othorwise, for the pressure, in place of being in a vertical line, acts on it at an angle, which angle is con-
stantly increasing from the head to the point of the spike. This pressure will be so slight at the shoulder D
that no abrasion of the wood can take place, and the spike A will remain for any lennth of time as firmly

embedded in the wood as when first inserted. It will be 1{}1113111{!6{ that 1y spike is str mrrht when manufactared,

and describes the segment of a circle in consequence of the bevelled end ¢ and shoulder D when driven into the
sill.  The head of the spike will be placed on tlie same side with the shoulder D.

T am aware that the bevelled or sloping end, together with a shoulder, has been used. The shoulder and
bevelled end are upon opposite sule.-_a, and upon a pr Dnn'ed spike. A spike constructed after this manner has
certain disadvantages which 1 pwpc}se to obviate. I do not, therefore, claim either the bevelled or sloping end
or the shoulder in a broad sense; but what I do clmm, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is— |

The within-described spike, consisting simply of a sin ole shank, plwlded with a l}evelled oi* sloping end
and shoulder, sald shoulder and bevelled eld heing upon the same side, and f(}l the purpose sct forth and

descrlbed |
In tesnmony thﬂ,t 1 clmm the- towrrmng a5 my 0“11 T helcby El,ﬂl\i my. mwmture in the plebc"ice of t’ﬁo

J OHN \IcMURTRY

Witnessés: | |
Geo. C. McMurtRy,
Abp. J. KRDESIHG. ’
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