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'GEORGE H. LEITHEAD, OF EAST BIRMINGHAM, PENNSYLVANIA.
Letters P{étc‘nt No. 65,401, dated June 4, 1867.

L

IMPROVED MEDICAL COMPOUND,

e

The Schedule refeered to dw fhese Hetlers Batent ad whing pact of the sume.

i

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Be it known that I, Georee H. Lrrruean, of East Birmingham, in the county of Allegheny, dnd State of
Pennsylvania, have mvented 2 new and useful Improvement in ’\mdlml Cowpound ; and I do hereby declare
the following to be o full] clear, and cxact deseription thercof. | |

My invention consists in a mixture or compound of certain nwxehent::. the particular object of wlich is to
alleviate the pain which infants usually experience in the process of teething, so called, and lessen the causes
of such pain, and a mixture also possessing medical propertieswhich render it vaiuable for many other purposes,
as hiereinafter to be expressed.  The mortality among young children, cansed by the pain of teething, or by
fevers or other diseases connected therewith or resulting therefrom, is so considerable as to render such a com-
pound exccedingly valuable. |

-The following ingredients I cuploy in preparing my compound, in about the proporticns named, varying
somewhat at pleasm ¢, or according to the quality of the ingredienis tlwmelves For two and a half guarts of
soft water, cight pounds of Lovetmﬂ' hest refined sugar, or other similar sugar well refined, and equally pure;
from one to two ounces of aleolol, one ourice each of bara‘t and gum arabic, and a half ounce of laudanum, or
such quantity of morphia er other similan opiate as will impart an equivalent of strength. I mix the articles
named in any way that will cffect a complete solution and mixture of all the ingi"re:dien(:s:l but have found it most

&

convenient to raise the water to a lukewarm temperature, dissolve the sugar in it, stirring it occasionally for

that purpose, if need be, after which I add the borax and gum arabic pulverlzed boil brrfs]dv for a few minutes

to effect a complete solution of these i ingredients, remove it from the fire, and after a few minutes cooling pour i

the laudanum stowly, stirring it well at +he same time. Then I cover if closely to prevent loss by evaporation,
and when it is sufficiently coolud bottle or otherwise put it in shape for convenient use, the aleohol being added
at any convenient point in the process. As above stated, morphia or other similar soluble opiate, to an amount
of equivalent -strength, may be substituted for the ]audanum Its effect to alleviate pain.is well kiown. Borax
(biborate of soda) also, it is well known, possesses astringent properties. The gum arabic aids in holding in
solution the borax mth the other ingredients named, and gived the compound a degree of consistency which
malkes it more convenicnt for external use. The sugar is valuable in rendering the mixture more palatable, as
well as for the nutriment it contains when taken internally, and is itself an excellent rewedy by which to alle-
viate the pain of bhurns or scaids when applied externally. The alcohol, besides acting as a medical agent in
securing the usual resulis, also preserves the mixture from undergoing decomposition or other chemical change.
The chief object for which this mixture is designed is to ﬂlevmte and lessen the puin résulting to children
in teething. The laudanum acts as an oplate to alleviate the pain, and the borax as an astringent to lessen the
difficulty 1’«111(,11 the tecth encounter in penetrating the fleshy part of the gums. It may be used safely onan
infant at an carly age, and should be applied by rubbing it frequently on the gums of the child. T use it chiefly
intthis way as an external application, and not only secure all the useful results which epiates internaily admin-
1stered generally effect, but also do se with an entire freedom from the danger whick sometimes atiends the

*internal administering of such remedies. But in some cases I also administer it internaliy; and ss an opiate,

both beneficial and 53.,{'@, I administer it in cases of cholic, diarrheea, or other similar diseases of the bowels; in
doses varying according to age, from one-third of a teaspoonful to four teaspoonfuls, as often as may be required.

I apply it externally to burns, cuts, bruises, and other similar injuries with pevnmnent henefit. Ii: 1s likewise
a useful remedy for toothache, relieving pain speedily. |

What 1 claim as my invention, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—
4 medical-compound, consisting of water, sugar, borax, gum arabic, ‘audapum or morph:a, or other similar

opiate, with or without alechol, about in the proportions named, and for the purposes above set forth.
Tn testimony whereof I, the said Groras II. LrrrHeaD, have hereurto set my hand in nresence of—

GEQ. H. LEITHEAD.
Witnesses: |

A, 8. NICHOLSON,
Gro. H. Curisry.
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